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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK I. 



Tbe firit Bode pronoset, first in brief, the whole subject, Man^s dis- 
obedience, and toe loai thereupon of Paradise wherein he was 
placed: Tlien touches the prime cause of his Fail, the Serpent, 
or rather 8atan in the Serpent ; who, revolting from God, and 
drawing to his side many legions of Angols, was, by the com- 
mand of God, driven out of Heaven, with all his crew, into the 
great deep. Which action passed over, the Poem hastens into 
tho midst of thines, presenting Satan with his Angels now falling 
into Hell, described here, not in the oentro ^for Heaven and 
Earth may bo supposed as yet not made, ccrtainlv not yet accurs- 
ed,} but in a place of utter darkness fitliost called Chaos: litre 
Satan with his Angels lying on the burning lake, thunderstrucic 
and astonis'ied, af\or a certain space recovers, as from confu'iion, 
calls up him who next in order and dignity lay by him ; Thoy 
confer of their miserable fall; Satan awakens all his legions, 
who lay till then in the same manner confounded. They rise ; 
their numbers ; array of battle ; their chief leaders named, ac- 
cording to the idols known afterwards in Cuiaan and the coun- 
tries ujoining. To these Satan directs ml speech, comforts 
them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but tells them la.Mly 
of a new world and new kind of creature to be created, according 
to an ancient prophecy or report in Heaven ; for, that Angels 
were long before this visible creation, was the opinion of many 
ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this prophecy, and 
what to determine thereon, he refers to a full council. What 
his associates thence attempt, y.mdemonium, the piilace of 
8atan, rises, suddenly built out of tho deep: Tho ijifernal peers 
there sit in council. 



Of Man's first disobedience, and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Brooght death into the world, and all our woe, 

With loss of Eden, till one (rreator Man 

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, 5 

Sing, heavenly Muse, that on the secret top 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 

That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed, 

In the beginning hQW the Heavens and Earth 

Rose out of Chaos n Or if Sihon hill 10 

Delight thee more, and Siloa*s brook that flow'd 

Fflst by the oracle of God *, I thoncQ 

Invoke thy aid to my adventUTo\\s song, 

TJut with no middle flight ixiUiidft V» «Q^^ 
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Above the Aunian mount, while it pursues 
Things unattcmpted yet in prose or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spirit, that dost^ prefer 
Before all temples the upright heart and pure, 
Instruct incj for Thou know'st ; Thou from the fe 
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread 
DovoMke sal si brooding on the vast abyss, 
And niadesl it pregnant : What in me is dark, 
lUumino ; wliat is low, raise and support ; 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may assert Eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to men. 

Say first, for Heaven hides nothing from thy vi 
Nor the deep tract of Hell ; say first, what cause 
Moved our grand Parents, in that happy state, 
Favour'd of Heaven so highly, %o fall off 
From their Creator, and transgress his will 
For one restraint, lords of the world besides ? 
Who first seduced tlicm to that' foul revolt P 
%/ The infernal Serpent ; he k was, whose guile, 
Stirr d up with envy and revenge, deceived 
The motile i of Ltiankind. what time his pride 
Had cast him out from Heaven, witli all his host 
Of rebel Ann^els; by whoso aid, aspiring 
To set himself in glory above his peers, 
He tvuutcd to have equaled the Most High^ 
If he opposed ; and, with ambitious aiiiL 
Aorainst the throne and monarchy of God, 
Raised impious war in Heaven, and battle proud, 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
HurVd headlong flaming from the ethereal sky, 
With hideoos ruin and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition ; there to dwell 
-"^In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
Who durst defy tlio Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the space that measures day and nigl 
To mortal men, he with his hoTiid ci«w 
Liiy ranquish^df rolling in the fioxy g^, 
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Confoundotl, though immortal : But his doom 
"Reserved him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of lost happiness, and lasting pain, 55 

Torments him : round he tlirows his baleful eyes, 
That witnessed huge affliction and dismay 

( Mix'd with obdurate pride and steadfast Iiate : . 

[ At once, as far as Angels ken, ho views 

j The dismal situi^tion waste and wild : 60 

^■'(^ A dungeon hornhle on all sides round 

A« one great furnace fl^n^d ; yet from those flames 

No light ; but rather darkness visible 

Served only to discover sights of woe, 

Regi<m8 of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace Co 

And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 

That comes to all ', but torture without end 

8U11 urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever burning sulphur unconsumed : 

Such place Eternal Justice had prepared 70 

For those rebellious ; hero their prison ordain 'd 

In utter darkness, and their portion set 

As far removed from God and light of Heaven 

As from the centre thrice to the utmost pole. 

O, how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 75 

There the compamons of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 

He soon discerns ; and weltering by his side 

One next himself in power, and next in crime, 

Long afler known in Palestine, and named 80 

BoClzebub. To whom the Archenemy, 

And thence in Heaven call'd Satan, with bold words 

Breakiz^ the horrid silence, thus ])egan. 

If thou be lie ; but O, how fallen ! how changed 
From liim, wlio, in the happy realms of light, 85 

Clothed with transcendent brightness, didst outshine 
Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutual league, 
Umted tjioughts and counsels, ec\ua\ Yio^^ 
And hazord in the glorious entcipnae, 
JolD'd with mo onco, now mlsctj \ia\\i\o\xv'^ ^^ 

1* 



a PAEADISE LOST. 

Ill equal ruiu ! Into what pit thou seest. 

Prom what height fallen ; so much the stronger pr^^ 

He with his thunder ■ and till then who knew 

The force of those diro arms ? Yet not for those, 

Nor what the potent victor in his rage 

Can else inflict, do I repent or change. 

Though changed in outward lustre, that fix*d mind. 

And high disdain from sense of injured merit, 

That with the Mightiest raised me to contend, 

And to the fierce contention brought along ] 

Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd. 

That durst dislike his reign, and, me prefej^ring. 

His utmost power with adverse power opposed 

In dubious battle on the plains of Heaven, 

And shook his throne. What though the field be loi 

All is not lost ; tho unconquerable will, 1 

And study of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage uevor to submit or yield. 

And what is else not to be overcome ; 

That glory never shall his wrath or might J 

Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace 

With suppliant knee, and deify his power. 

Who from the terror of this arm so late 

Doubted his empire ; that were low indeed, 

That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 3 

This downfal : since, by fate, tiro strength of Gode 

And this em})yreal substance cannot fail ; 

Since through experience of this great event 

in arms not worse, in foresight much advanced. 

Wo may with more succossful hope resolve 1 

To wage, by force or guile, eternal war 

Irreconcilable to our grand Foe, 

Who now triumphs, and, in the excess of joy 

S(j1o reigning, holds the tyranny of Heaven. 

So spake the apostate Angel, though in pain, I 
Vaunting aloud, but rack'd with deep despair : 
And him thus answer'd soon his bold coxo^w/ 
O FrJucc; O Chief of many tViiOTiedYQr?i^i«% 
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Tbat led the embattled Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and in di eadful deeds 130 

Fearless endanger 'd Heaven's perpetual king, 
' And put to proof his high supremacy, 
Whether Upheld by strength, or chance, or fate ; 
Too well I see and rue the dire event. 
That with sad overthrow, and foui defeat, 135 

Hath lost us Heaven, and all this mighty host 
In horrible destruction laid thus low, 
As fiir as Gods and heavenly essences 
Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour soon returns, >« 140 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy state 
Here swallow'd up in endless misery. 
But what if he our Conqueror (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, since no less 
Than such could liave o'erpower'd such force as ours) 
Have left us this our spirit and strength entire 11*> 
Strongly to suffer and s'.;pport our /-ins, 
That we may so suffice his vengeful ire, 
Or do him mightier service as his thralls 
By right of war, whale 'er his business be, 150 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire, 
Or do his errads in the gloomy deep ; 
What can it tjSen avail, though yet we feci 
Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being, 
To imdergo eternal punishment ? 155 

Whereto with speedy words the Archfiend replied. 

Fallen cherub ! to bo weak is miserable, 
Doing or suffering : but of this be sure, 
To do aught good never will be our task, 
But ever to do ill our sole delight, ICO * 

As being tlie contrary to his high will 
Whom we resist. If then his providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 
Our labour must be to pervert IhaX cud, 
And out of good still to find means o£ <iVA\ ^^'^ 

^ybich ofitimcs may succeed bo tis ^ex^oa.^ 
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Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and dititurb ^ 

His inmost comisels from their destined aim. 

But see ! the angry victor hath recall'd 

His ministers of vengeance and pursuit 

Back to the gates of Heaven : the sulphurous 1 

Shot after us in storm, overblown, hath laid 

The fiery surge, that from the precipice 

Of Heaven received us falling ; and the thund< 

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage 

Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 

To bellow through the vast and boundless deep 

Let us not slip the occasion, whether scorn. 

Or satiate fury, yield it from our Foe. 

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 

The seat of desolation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of these livid flame 

Casts pale and dreadful ? Thither lot us tend 

From off the tossing of these fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any .-jat can harbour there ; 

And, reassembling our aiHicted Powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 

Our Enemy ; our own loss how repair ; 

How overcome this dire calamity ; 

What reinforcement wo may gain from hope ; 

If not, what resolution from despair. 

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blazed ; his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large. 
Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that war*d on Jove ; 
BriarGos or Tjrphon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held ; or that seabeast 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugest that swim the ocean stream : 
Him,^haply, slumbering on the Norway foam 
The pilot of Bome^jnall night-founder'd skiff 
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Dceiuiun^ some island, oil, as seamen tell. 12«Jo 

With fixed anchor in his scaly rind, 
Moors by his side nndcr the lee, while night 
Invests the sea, and wished mom delays : 
So stretch'd out huge in length the Archfiend lay, 
CShain'd on the burning lake : nor ever thence 210 
Had risen, or heaved his head ; but that the will 
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven 
Lcfl liim at large to his own dark designs ; 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himself damnation, while ho sought 215 

Evil to others ; and, enraged, might see 
How all his malice served but to bring forth 
Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy, shown 
On Man by him seduced ; but on himself 
Treble confusion, Avrath, and vengeance, pour'd. 220 
Forthwith upright he rears from off tlie pool 
His mighty stature : on each hand tlie flames, 
Driven backward, slope their pointing spires, and roll'd 
In billows, leave i* the midst a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he riecrs his flight 225 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air. 
That felt unusual weight ; till on dry lar;l 
He lights, if it were land that ever burn*d 
With solid, as the lake with liquid fire : 
And such appeared in hue, as when the force 230 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 
Tom from Pclonis, or tlie shalter'd side 
Of thundering £tna, whose combustible 
And fueVd entrails tlienco conceiving fire, 
Sublimed with mineral fury, aid the winds, 2;^5 

And leave a singed bottom all uivolved 
With stench and smoke : such resting found the solo 
Of unblessed feet. Him followed his next mate : 
lioth glorying to have scaped the Stygian flood 
As Gods, and by their own Tccovei'd «Xi«iw^^^ 'i?^ 
J9ot by tho suflvrance of superxvaVPcww. 
Ib thin tho rv^ion^ thia the poV\, \\v<i cVvkv»^ 
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Said then the lost Archangel, this the seat 
That we most change for Heaven ', this mournful gV 
For that celestial light ? Be it so ! since he, 
Who now is Sov'roign, can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : furthest from him is best. 
Whom reason hath equal'd, force hath made suprt 
Above his equals. Farewell, happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells ! Hail horrors ! hail, 
Infernal world ! And thou, profoundest Hell, 
Receive thy new possessor ! one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time : 
I \ The mind is its own place, and in itself 
( \Ctn moke a Heaven oTHoll, a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter wheire, if Ibe still the same, 
And what I should be ; all but less than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at least 
We shall be free ', the Almighty hath not built 
iHore for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 
Bere we may reign secure, and, in my choice, 
To reign is worth ambition, though in Hcl) : 
- Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven ! 
But wherefore lot we then our faithful friends. 
The associates and copartners of our loss 
Lie thus astonished on the oblivious pool, 
And call them not to share with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion ; or once more 
Witli r.llied arms to try what may be yet 
Rogain'd in Heaven, br what more lost in Hell ? 

So Satan spake ; and him BoClzcbub 
Thus answer'd. Leader of those armies bright, 
Which but the Omnipotent none could have foil*d ! 
If once they hear tliat voice, their Uvoliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers,, heard so ofl 
In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it raged, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage and revive *, lYiougVi. ivo^ V>\ft'5 \\^ 
Oroveling ^nd prostrate on yon \*Ve o^ fec«> 
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Aim erewhile, astounded and amazed : 
^vonder, fallen such a pernicious height. 

Sb scarce had ceased, when the superior Fiend 
Wtt moving toward t)io shore : his ponderous shield, 
'thtteal temper, massy, hurge, and round, 235 

Behiod him oast ; the broad circumference 
fiong on his shoulders like the moon, whose orb 
^I^Q^ optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At Evening from the top of Fesole, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, 290 

divers, or mountains, in her spotty globe, 
nil spear, to equal which the tallest pine 
^wn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast 
Of Boiuo great ammiral, were but a wand, 
I ^0 walk'd with, to support uneasy steps 995 

Over the burning marie, not like those steps 
^ Heaven's azure ; and the torrid clime 
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire : 
^ttthless he so endured, till on the beach 
^f that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 300 

'lis legions, Angel forms, who lay entranced 
"l^hick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks, 
^^ Vallambrosa, where the Etrurian shade;*, 
High overarch'd, imbower ; or scattered sedge 
Afloat, ^en with fierce winds Orion arm*d 305 

Hath vez'd the Red Seacoast, whose waves overthrew 
'B^>siris and his Memphian chivalry, 
^^^hile with perfidious hatred they pursued 
l^he sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 
l^rom the safe shore their floating carcasses 310 

And broken chariot wheels : so thick bestrown. 
Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood, 
tinder amazement of their hideous change. 
Ho call'd so loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of Hell resounded ! Princes, Potentates, 315 

Warriors, the flower of Heaven I oiice^o\Jitt,^<Qr?iV«^- 
If such asfojiishment as this cu\ soizo. 
Eternal Spirits-; or jiavc yo cliosen t\vis \»\vi% 
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Ailer the toil of battle to repose 
Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find 
To slumber here, as in the vales of Heaven ? 
Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 
To adore the Conqueror ! who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood, 
With scattered arms and ensigns ; till anou 
His swifl pursuers from Heaven gates discern 
The advantage, and descending, tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 
'l.'ransfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awako, arise, or be for ever fallen ! 

They heard, and were abash'd, and up thoy t 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive tlie evil plight 
In which they were, nor the fierce pains not fe 
Yet to their General's voice they soon obey'd ; 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day. 
Waved round the coast, up call'd a pitchy clou 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darkon'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberless were those bad Angels seen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell, 
'Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding fires ; 
Till, as a signal given, the uplifted spear 
Of their great Sultan, waving to direct 
Their course, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimstone, and fill all the plain ; 
A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rheno or the Danaw, when her barbarous eom 
Came like a deluge on the South, and spread 
I^cneatii Gibraltar to tho LVbyaxv «a3v&a. 
yorthwith from ©vbiy aqviadtoii, «.iiQL5jviV\i^i 
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The heads and leaders thither haste where stood 

Their gteaX Commander ; Godlike shapes, and forms 

£zcelling human ; princely Dimities ', 

And Powers that erst in Heaven sat on thrones ; 3G0 

Though of their names in heavenly records now 

Be no memorial ; blotted out and rased 

By their rebellion from the book of life. . 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve ■ ■ 364 

<xot them new names ; till, wandering o'er the earth, 

Through God's high sufferance for the trial of man, 

By falsities and lies the greatest part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forsake 

God their creator, and the invisible 

Glory of him that made them to transform 370 

Oft to the image of a brute, adom'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And Devils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 375 

Say, Muse, their names then known ; who first, who last, 

Roused from the slumber, on that fiery couch. 

At their great Emperor's call, as next in worth 

Came singly where ho stood on the bare strand, 

While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 360 

The chief were those, who from the pit of Hell 

Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 

Their seats long after next the seat of God, 

Their altars by his altar ; Gods adored 

Among the nations round : and durst abide 3?5 

Jehovah thundering out of Si on, throned 

Between the cherubim ; yea, often plac*Hl 

Within Iiis sanctuary itself their shrines. 

Abominations ; and with cursed things 

His holy rites and solemn feasts profaned, 390 

And with their darkness durst affront his light. 

First, Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 

Of human sacrifice, and parrnis' tears : 

Thoucrb. f«'»r tlio noise of cl'Mn^s ;v\u\ V^■vv^^t^^V>■v3A. 

i> 
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Their children's cries uuheard, that pass'd though fixe. 

To his grim idol. Him tho Ainmoiuto 39$ 

Worshiped in Rabba and her watery plain, 

In Argob and in Basan, to the stream 

Of utmost Amon ; Nor content with sacU 

Audacious neighbourhood, tho wisest hoart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againot the teniplo of God 

On that opprobrious hill : and made his grovo 

The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophe( thence 

And black Gehenna caird, tho type of Hell. 406 

Nezt|jClicmo8, tlie obscene dread of Moab*8 toni , 

From Aroer to Ncbo, and tho wild 

Of southmost Abarim ; in Hesebon 

And Horonaim, Soon's realm, beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with vines ; 410 

And Eloal6 to the Asphaltic pool. 

Poor his other name, when ho enticed 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nilft, 

To do him wanton rites, which cont tht;m woe. 

Yet thence his lustful ort^ics he enlarged 4 IS 

Even to that hill of scandal, by tlie grove 

Of Moloch homicido ; lust hard by hate ; 

Till good Josiah drove Ihem thence to Hell. 

With these came they, who, from the bordering flood 

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 490 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general namei 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth ; those male, 

These feminine ; For Spirits, when they pleaie, 

Can either sex assume, or both ; so soil 

And uncompoanded is their ensence pure ; 495 

Not tied or manacled with joint or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones, 

J^iko cumbrous flesh ; but, in what shape they chooM^ 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obscure, 

Can execute their aery purposes, 430 

And works of love or ennu\y C\x\Cv\. 

Far those the race of Israel o£\.^qisw)V 
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Their Living Strengtli, and unfrequented left 
Hie righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To bestial Gods ; for which their heads as low 435 
Bow*d down in battle, sunk before the ^ar 
Of despicable foes. With these in troop 
C!une Astoreth, whom the Phouiicians cali'd 
Astart6, queen of Heaven, with crescent horns 
To whose bright image nightly by the moon 440 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs } 
In Sion also not unsung, where stood 
Her ttmple on the offensive mountain, built 
By that uxorious king, whose heart, though large, 
Beguiled by fair idolatresses, fell 445 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 
"Whose annual wound in Lebanon allured 
The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day ; 
While smooth Adonis from his native rock 450 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale 
Infected Sion*s daughters with like heat ; 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 
£zekicl saw, when, by the vision led, 455 

His eye survcy'd the dark idolatries 
Of aUenated Judah. Next came one 
Who mourn'd in earnest, when the captive ark 
M&im'd his brute imago, head and hands lopp'd off 
In his own temple, on the grunsel edge, 460 

Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers : 
Dagon his name, sea monster, upward man 
And downward fish : yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded throuirh the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, 465 

And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd Rimmon, whose dolightfhl seat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertile baxvVs 
OfAbbana and Pharphar, lucid atrcainH. 
Be alffo against the house of God x^:ttB>>o\d.- ^"^^ 
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A leper onco he lost, and gain'd a king -, 

Ahaz, his sotlwh conqueror, whom he drew 

God's altar to disparage, and displace, 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 

Jrlis odious otFcriiigs, and adore the (rods 475' 

Whom he had vanquished. After these appeared 

A crew, who, imder names of old renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Cms, and their train, 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abused 

Fanatic Egypt, and her priests to sock 480 

Their wandering Gods disguised in brutish forms 

Ratlicr than human. Nor did Israel scape 

Tlie infection, when their borrow'd gold composed 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 485 

Ijkening his Maker to the grazed ox j 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass'd 

From Egy])t marching, equal'd with one stroke 

Both her first-born and all her bleating Gods. 

Belial came last, than whoni a Spirit more lewd 490 

Fell not from Heaven, or more gross to love 

Vice for itself: to him no temple stood 

Or altar smoked : yet who more oH than ho 

In temples and at altars, when the priest 

Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fill'd . 495 

With lust and violence the house of God .' 

In courts and palaces he also reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noise 

Of riot ascend;4 above their lojfliest towers, 

And injury and outrage : And when night 500 

Darkens the streets, then wander forth tlie sons 

Of Dclial, flown with insolence and wine. 

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 

]u Gibcah, when the hospitable door 

I'iXposcd a matron, to avoid worse rape. 505 

These were the prime in order, and in might ; 

The rest wcro long to tell, though far renown'd, 

lio Joinan Gods, of Javau'a \ssa\c *, Vid^i 
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Oodfl, yet confess'd lator than Heaven and Earth, ' 

Their boasted parents : Titan, Heaven's first-bom, 510 

"With his enormous brood, and birthright seized 

By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove, 

Hie own and Rhea's son, like measure found ; 

80 Jove usurping reign'd * these first in Crete 

And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 515 

Of cold Olympus ruled tlie middle air, 

Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian cliffy 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to the Hesperian fields, 520 

And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appeared 
Obscure some glimpse «f joy, to have found their Chief 
Not in despair, to have found themselves not lost 525 
In loss itself: which on his coimtenancc cast 
Like doubtful hue : but he, his wonl'd pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently raised 
Their fainting courage, and dispclVd their fears. 530 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprcar'd 
His mighty standard : that proud honour claim'd 
Asazcl as his right, a Cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfurl'd 535 
The imperial ensign ; which, full high advanced, 
Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden lustre rich emblazed, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 540 

At which the universal host up sent 
A shout, that tore Hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom Yi<&t« «^^\i 
Ten thousand banners rise into lYic a\t ^o^S» 

WJth orient colonn waving • VitVi l\v^Wi iwft 
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A forest huge of sjiuars ; and llirongin«r hoIniB 

Appnar'd, and serried Rhiolds iu tliick array 

Ol'do]>th immeasurable : Anon tlicy move 

In perfect phalanx tu the Dorian niopd 5a0 

Of flutes and soft recorders ; sucli as raised 

To hoifflit of noblest temper heroes ohl 

Arniinir fo battle ; and instead of rage 

Deliberate valour breathed, furm and unmoved 

With dread of denth to flight or foul retreat ; 555 

Nor wanting power to mitigate and suago 

With solonm touches troubled thoughts, and cliase* 

Anguisli, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain 

From mortal or immortal minds. Thus tlio}'. 

Breathing united force, with fixed thuuglit, 5C0 

Moved on in silence to soft pipes, that cliarm'd 

Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil : and now 

Advanru'd in vievv' they stand j a horrid front 

Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise 

Of warriors old with order'd spear and shield ; uCTi 

Awaiting wliat command their mighty Chief 

Had to impose : He through the armed files 

Darts his experienced eye, and soon traverse 

The wliolo battalion views ; their order due j 

'J'licir visages and stature as of Gods ; 570 

'J'lieir number last he sums. And nnw his heart 

Di.-.tends with }»ride, and hariU;ning in his strength 

(f lories: for never, since created man. 

Met rnrh imbodied force, as named with thero 

Could merit more than that small uifantry 575 

Warr'd on by cranes ; though all tlie giant brood 

Of Phlegra with the heroic race were joiu'd 

'^rhut ftmght at Thebes and Ilium, on each side 

Mix'd witli auxiliar Gods ; and what rosounds 

In fable or romance of Uther's son 5g0 

]J«'glrt with Uritisli and Armoric knights; 

And all who since, baptized or infidel, 

Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 

^ masQOj or jSlarocco, oi TtcVisonOi, 
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Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore ; oS5 

'When Chorloniaiii witJi all his peerage fell 

"By Fontarabhia. Thus far these beyond 

Compare of mortal prowess, yet observed 

Their dread Commander ; he, above the rest 

In shape and gesture proudly eminent, udO 

Stood like a tower : his form had yet not lost 

All her original brightncuti ; nor appear d 

Less than Archangel ruin'd, and the excess 

Of glory obscured : . as when tiic sun, new risen, 

luOfJka tlirough tiic horizontal misty air 595 

Shorn of ills beams ; or from behind the moon, 

In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs. Darkened so, yet shone 

Above thorn all the Archangel : but liis face GOO 

Deep scars of thunder had intrenched ; and care 

Sat on his faded check, but under brows 

Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 

Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but cast 

Signs of remorse and passion, to behold G05 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 

(Far other onco beheld in bliss), condcmn'd 

For ever now to have thoir lot in pain ; 

Millions of Spirits for his fault amerced 

Of Heaven, and from eternal splendours flung CIO 

For his revolt ; yet fstithful how they stood. 

Their glory wither 'd : as when Heaven's fire 

Hath scathed the forest oaks, or mountain pine ; 

With singed top their stately growth, though bare. 

Stands on the blasted heath. Ho now prepared (315 

To speak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bond 

From whig' to wing, and half enclose him round 

With all Ills peers : Attention held them mute. 

Thrice ho cssay'd, and thrice, in spite of scorn. 

Tears, such as Angels weep, burst foiUv*. ^\.\9&\. ^^ 

Yfordg, interwove with sighs, fo\md o>iV V\x^\t ^ v^ . 

O M/md9 of immortal S^pixUa \ O 'S o\?^^ 
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Matchless, but with the Almighty! and that strife 
Was not inglorious, though the event was dire, 
As this place testifies, and this dire <Shange G85 

Hateful to utter : but what power of mind, 
Foreseeing or presaging, from the depth 
Of knowledge past or present, could have feared. 
How such imited force of Gods, how such 
As stood like these, could ever know repulse ? 630 
For who can yet believe, though after loss. 
That all those puissant legions, whose exile 
Hath emptied Heaven, shall fail to reascend 
Self-raised, and repossess their native seat ? 
For mc, bo witness all the host of Heaven, 63& 

If couuscls^ different, or dangers shunn'd 
By mc have lost our hoj)cs. ' But he, who reign» 
Monarch in Heaven, till tlien as one secure 
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute. 
Consent or custom ; and his regal state 040- 

Put forth at full, but still his strength conceal'd, 
Which templed our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own; 
So as not cither to provoke, or dread 
New v»'ar, provoked : oui better part remains 645 

To work in close design, by fraud or guile. 
What force effected not : tliat he no less 
At length from us may find, )j{to^vercomgs 
By force, hath overcome but haJr his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rife 650 
There went a fame in Heaven that ho ero long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the sons of Heaven : 
Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps 655 

Our first eruption ; thither or elsewhere : 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
Celestial Spirits in bondage, nor the abyss 
Long under darkness covct. 'fixxX Wycaa thsoRk^KtA 
Fall counsel must mature •. Pc^ci \« to^vt'^*, ^^ 
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VoT who can think submission ? War then, War 
Open or understood must be resolved. 

He spake : and, to confirm his words, out flew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the sudden blaze G65 

Far round illumined hell : Highly they raged 
Against the Highest, and fierce with grasped arms 
Clash *d on their sounding shields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward tlie vault of heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 670 

Bclch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf; undoubted sign 
That in liis womb was hid metallic ore, 
The Work of sulphur. Thither, wing'd with spee'l, 
A numerous brigade hasten'd : as when bands 075 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on , 
Mammon, tlie least erected Spirit that fell [thouglits 
From Heaven; for e'en in Heaven his looks and 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 6S1 

Tlic riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy else enjoy "d 
In vision beatific : by Iiim first 

Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 035 

Ransack 'd tlic centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled tlio bowels of their mother Earth 
For treasures, better hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a' spacious wound. 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 090 
Tiiat riches grow hi Hell ; that soil may best 
Deserve the precious banc. And here let those, 
Wlio boast in mortal things, and wondering tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings. 
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, 005 
And strength, and art, are easily ov\ldoTV(^ 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour, 
IVJmt in an asm they with inccasaivt toW 
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And liauds innumerable scarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain, in many cells prepared, 
That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluiced from the lake, a second multitude 
With wondrous art founded the massy ore, 
Severing each kind, and scumm'd the bullion dros 
A third as soon liad form'd within the ground 
A various mould, and from the boiling cells 
By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook ; 
As in an organ, from one blast of wind, 
To many a row of pipes tlie soundboard breathes. 
Anon, out of the earth, a fabric huge 
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 
Of dulcet sjonphonies and voices sweet, 
Built like a temple, where pilasters round 
Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave ; nor did there want 
Cornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven : 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 
Equal'd in all their glories, to enshrine 
Bolus or S6rapis, their Gods ; or seat 
Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 
In wealth and luxury. The ascending pile 
Stood fix'd her stately height ', and straight the dc 
Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide 
Within, her ample spaces, o'er the smooth 
And level pavement : from the i{.rchcd roof 
Pendant by subtle magic, many a row 
Of starry lamps and blazon cressets, fed 
With Naphtha and Asphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. The hasty multitude 
Admiring entered ; and the work some praise, 
And some the architect : his hand was known 
In Heaven by many a tower'd structure high, 
Where sceptred Angels hold their residence, 
And sat as princes : whom iVie svi^i^iTOB ISah^ 
JKiraifed to such power, and gvjc X-o i\iie^ 
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£&cli in ins hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Kor was his name uiiheardi or unadored, 

In ancient Greece ; and in Ausonian land 

Men call'd him Mulciber ', and how lie fell 710 

From Heaven they fabled, thrown by angry Jovo 

Sheer o'er the crystal battlements : from morn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A smmncr's day ; and with the setting sim 

Dropp'd from the zenith like a falling star, ' 74o 

On Lemnos the i£gean isle : thus they relate, 

Krring; for he with his rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor aught avail'd him now 

To have built in Heaven Iiigh towers; nor did he scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent 750 

With his industrious crew to build in Hell. 

Meanwhile the winged heralds, by command 
Of Bov'reign power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to bo hold 755 

At Pandemonium ; the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their smnmons call'd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice the worthiest ; they anon, 
With hundreds and with thousands, trooping came, 
Attended : all access w^s throng'd ; the gates 761 
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
"Wont ride in arm'd and at the Soldan's chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 7G5 

To mortal combat, or career with lance,) 
Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air 
Brushed with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
In spring tune, when the sun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forUi their populous youth about the hive 770 
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed pW)k) 
The suburb of their strawbmlt ciladeV, 
yew mbb*d ^itb balm, oxpatiale «luCl cotv^w 
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BOOK II. 



The roiwultation begun, Hatan dcb.ites wlit-tlicr anollior 'i)tit\\c hf. 
to be hnzanlcd fur lhi!rei*ovtTyoriIeii\r'i: Suriicadviji«it.n;li' :■■: 
diuuade: A third |irop<Ma] id prefurro'l, iiK'nlimu'd iM-t'oif hy Sn - 
tau, tu search tho truth of thut prcipLucy or trudilion in Iloiucp 
eoiiccTnin{; anotlior w»rld, and anoliitT kind ofrrcjiitury ctjunl t>r 
not raueh inferior to thrMUtioIvoH, uiKiut this time to l>u rn-atrd - 
TUcii duiibt, who shall bo sunt i>n tlii<i ditlicult soarrh; Sijtan 
their chief undertakes alone fhu voya;>i', is lionourudand upp land- 
ed. The council thni ended, the rent hi'takethoni flcvenii \v:\\<. 
aufl to several ciuployniontti, as their inrlinntions lead th<.in. tn 
entertain the time till Satan return. lie passes on his juuriK-v td 
Hell gates; finds thorn shut, and who sat tliere to {;nard t)i<in: 
by wlioin at length they urc opened, and discover to him the ^nai 
gnlf between Eudl and Heaven; with what dilii<:ulty hi; pusor^s- 
throiij;li, directed by ('haos, the Power of that place, tothu si::hr 
of thu DOW world which he sougiit. 

High on a throne of royal stato, which far 

Outshone t}ic wealth of Ormus and of Iiul, 

Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand 

Showers on her kings barharic pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, by merit raised r> 

To that bad eminence : and, from despair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires 

Beyond thus high : insatiate to pursue 

Vam war with Heaven ; and, by success, untaught, 

His proud imaginations thus displayed. V^ 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heaven ! 
For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though oppressed and fallen, 
I give not Heaven for lost. From this descent 
Celestial virtues rit^ing will appear l'") 

More glorious and t'lore dread than from no fall, 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate. 
Me thougli just right and the fix*d laws of Ilcavcw 
Did first create yoiir Leader ; noxl, {xk\v. cXvvao.^^ 
With what bcsulcSf in counsel or \i\ \\s*U\ , ^^^^ 

JIath been achinvcd of mcnl ; vcl \\\'\^ V^s^. 
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Thus far at least recovor'd, hath much more 
Establish'd in a safe uncnvied throne, 
Yielded with full consent. The happier state 
In heaven, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from eacli inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom the highest place exposes \ 
Foremost to stand against the Thunderer's aim. 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain ? Where there is then no good 
For which to strive, no strife can grow up there . 
From faction } for none sure will claim in Hell 
Precedence ', none, whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To tmion, and firm faith, and firm accord, 
More than can be in Heaven, we now return 
To claim our just inheritance of old, 
Surer to prosper than prosperity 
Could have assured us ; and, by what best way, 
Whether of open war, or covert guile, 
We now debate : Who can advise may speak. 

He ceased : and next to him Moloch, sceptred ki 
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest Spirit 
That fought in Heaven, now fiercer by despair : 
His trust was with the Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in strength ; and rather than be less 
Cared not to be at all ; with that care lost 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worse. 
He reck'd not ; and t?i» «e words thereafter spake. 

My sentence is for open war : Of wiles,^ 
More unexpert, I boast not : them let those 
Contrive who need, or when they need ; not now* 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest, 
Millions that stand in arms, and longing WJut 
The signal to ascend, sit lingering here 
Heaven's fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
Accept 1hi8 dark opproWious Aeiv of «bA.mQ^ 
T//r> prhon of his Ivramiv w\\o tc\«\\« 
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By our delay ? No ! let us rather choose GO 

Arm'd with Hell flames and fnry, all at once, 
0*er Heaven's high towers to force resistless way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the Torturer ; when to meet the noise 
Of his Almighty engine he shall hear C5 

Infernal thunder ; and, for lightning, see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rago 
Among his Angels ; and his tlironc itself 
Miz'd with Tartarean sulphur and strange fire. 
His own invented torments. But perhaps 70 

The way seems difficult and steep to scala 
With npright wing against a higher foe. 
Let such bethink them, if the sleepy drencli 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not still, 
That in our proper motion we ascend 75 

Up to our native seat : Descent and fall 
To us is adverse. Who but felt of late, 
\Vhcn the fierce Foe hung on our broken rear 
Insulting, and pursued us through the deep. 
With what compulsion and laborious flight 80 

We sunk thus low ? The ascent is easy then ; 
The event is fear'd ; should we again provoke 
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 
To our deitructicn ; if there be in Hell 
Fear to be worse destroy 'd : What can be worse 85 
That to dwell here, driven out from blisjs, condemned 
In this abhorred deep to utter v.oe ; 
Where pain of unextinguishable fire 
Must exercise us without hope of end. 
The vassals of his anger, wlien tlio scourge 90 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour 
Ccdls us to penance ! More destroy 'd than thus, 
We should be quite abolish'd, and empire. 
What fear we then ? what doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire ? which, to the Iicight enraged, 95 
Will either quite consume us, and reduce 
o nothing this essential ; liappict C^t 
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Than miserable to have eternal being : 

Or if our substance be indeed divine. 

And cannot cease to be, we are at worst ] 

On this sidp nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our power sufficient to disturb his heaven, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inaccessible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge. ] 

He ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To less than Gods. On the other side uprose 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane : 
A fairer person lost not Heaven ', he seem'd 1 

For dignity composed, and high exploit : 
But all was false and hollow ; though his tonguo 
Dropp'd manna, and could make the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturost counsels : for his thoughts wore low 
To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful : yet he pleased the ear, 
And with persuasive accent thus began. , 

I should be much for open war, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate ', if what was urged I 

Main reason to persuade immediate war 
Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success ; 
When ho, who most excels in fact of arms, 
In what he counsels, and in what excels, ] 

Mistrustful, grounds his courago on despair 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 
First, what revenge ? The towers of Heaven are fill 
With armed watcli, that render all access ] 

Impregnable : oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legions ; or, with dbscure wing, 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning surprise. Or could w© bie^Jk oms "wa-y 
By force, and at our heela a\\ HeW s\Mw3L^Tva» 
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blackest insurrection; to confound 
m*8 purest light ; yet our great Enemy, 
corruptible, would on his throne 
polluted 'f and the ethereal mould, 
ible of stain, would soon expel 140 

lischief, and purge off the baser fire, 
iouB. Thus repulsed, our final hope 
despair : We must exasperate 
imighty Victor to spend all his rage, 
lat must end us ; that must be our cure, 145 
no more. Sad cure ! for who would lose,' 
rh full of pain, this intellectual being, 
thoughts that wander through eternity 
rish rather, swallow'd up and lost 
wide w^nnb of uncreated night, 150 

d of sense and motion P And who knows, 
us be good, whether our angry Foo 
ive it, or will ever ? how he can, 
btful ; that ho never will, is sure, 
le, so wise, let loose at once his ire, 155 

i through impotence, or unaware, 
ve his enemies their wish, and end 
in his. anger, whom his anger saves 
nish endless ? Wherefore cease we then'f— 
ley who counsel war ', we are decreed, 160 

red, and destined to eternal woe ; 
)ver doing, what can we suffer more, 
can we suffer worse ? Is this then worst, 
sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ? 
! when we fled amain, pursued, and struck 165 
Heaven*s afflicting thunder, and besolight 
oep to shelter us ? This Hell then seem'd 
ige from those wounds ; or when we lay 
'd on the burning lake ? That sure was worse, 
if the breath, that kindled those grim fires, 170 
ed, sliould blow them into sevenfoVdt^^^^ 
luDgo us in tho flamea ? ot , £tom ^on^, • 
f intermittod %'cngeancc artu «i«5;Qm 



no PARADISE LOST. u 

His rod right Imnd to plague us ? What if all 
Her stores were opcn'd, and this firmament 
Of Hell should spout her cataracts of fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we porliaps 
Designing or exliorting glorious war, 
Caught in a fiery tempest, shall be hurl'd 
Kacli on his rock transfix *d, the sport and prey 
Of wracking whirlwinds ; or for ever sunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapp'd in chains ; 
There to converse with everlasting groans, 
Unrespited, unpitied, unreprieved, 
Ages of hopeless end ? This would bo worse. 
War thcrjforc, open or conccal'd, alike 
My voice dissuades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whAso eye 
Views all things at one view ? He from Heaven's bei 
All these our motions vain sees and derides ; 
Not more almighty to resist our might 
Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 
Thus trampled, thus expell'd to suffer here 
Ohains and these torments ? bettor tliese than wor 
By my advice ; since fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, 
The Victor's will. To suffer, as to do. 
Our strength is equal, nor the law unjust I 

That so ordains : This was at first resolved, 
If we were wise, against so great a Foe 
Contending, and so doubtful what might fall. 
I laugh, when those who at the spear are bold 
And venturous, if that fail thorn, shrhik and fear ! 
^Vllat yet 'they know must follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 
The sentence of their Conqueror : This is now 
Our doom ', which if we can sustain and bear, 
Our Supreme Foe in time may much remit i \ 
Ills anger} and perhaps, tlius Iw i^mv?^^ 
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Not mind us not offending , satisfied 

With what is punish'd ; wlionce these raging fires 

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flames. 

Our purer essence then will overcome 213 

Their noxious vapour ; or, inured, not feci ; 

Or changed at length, aniib to the place conformed 

Jn temper and in natutc, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; 2?20 

besides what hope the never ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, w^hat change 

Worth waiting ; since our present lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worst, 

If wo procure not to ourselves more woe. !^25 

Thus Bolial, with words clothed in reason's garb, 
Counscl'd ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth, 
Not peace : And after him thus Mammon spake. 

Either to disenthrone the King of Heaven 
Wo war, if war be best, or to regain 230 

Our own right lost : Him to unthrone wo then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife : 
The former, vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : For what place can be for us 235 

Within Heaven's bound, unless Heaven's Lord supreme 
We overpower .' Suppose he should relent, 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and teceive 240 

Strict laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns and to his Godhead sing 
Forced Plallclujalis : while he lordly sits 
Our envied Sov'ieign. and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, 245 

Our servile offerincrs ? This- must be our task 
In Heaven, this our deUght ; how wewiaotaft 
Eternity so spent, in worship paid 
To whom we hatei Let U3 not tlieiL ^B«««oxoft 
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By f^ree impossible, by leave obtain'd 

Unacceptable, though in Heaven, our state 

C^ splendid vassalage , but rather seek 

Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 

Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess, 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 

Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 

Then most conspicuous, when great things of smaHi 

Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse, 

We can create j and in what place soe'cr T&t 

Thrive under evil, and work case out of pain, 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkness do we dread .'* How oft amidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heaven's all-rpling Sire 

Choose to reside, his glory nnobscurcd, fKA 

And with the majesty of darkness round ^ 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders row 

Mustering their rage, and Heaven resembles Hell ? 

As he our darkness, cannot we his li^fht 

Imitate when we please .'' This deycrt soil 270 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 

Magnificence ; and what can Heaven show more ? 

Our torments also may in length of time 

Pocome our elements ; these piercing fires 275 

As soft as now severe, our temper changed 

Into their temper ; which must needs remove 

The sensible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safety best we may 28d 

Compose our present evils, with regard 

Of what we are, and where ; dismissing quite 

All thoughts of war : Ye have what I advise. 

He scarce had finish 'd, when such murmur fill'd 
The assembly as when hollow rocks retain 28S 

The sound of blustering winds, which all night long- 
Uild roused the «Qa, now w\l\i\vo«s«^ ^^^^Tvt^\Qj\ 
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ing men o'erwatcli'd, whoso bark by chance, 

nacc, anchors in a craggy bay 

Jie tempest : Such applause was heard 290 

minon ended, and his sentence pleased, 

ag peace : for such another field 

headed worse tlian f lell : so much tbo fear 

Bder and the sword of Michael 

Ut still witliin them ', and no less desire 205 

nd this nether empire, whicli might rise 

icy, and long proc6ss of time, 

dation opposite to Heaven. 

when Beelzebub perceived, than whom 
3xcept none higher sat, with grave 300 

he rose, and in his rising seem'd 
r of state ; deep on his front engraven 
ration sat, and public care ; 
inccly counsel in his face yet shone, 
ic though in ruin : sage he stood 305 

Ulantean shoulders fit to bare 
eight of mightiest monarchies ; hiH look 
iudiencc and aliontion still as niglit 
imer's noonlicle air, while tims ho spake, 
mos and Iniporial Powers, OfTspring of Heaven, 
al Virtues ! or these titles now 311 

ire renounce, and, changing stylo, be call'd 
3 of Hell ! lor so the popular vote 
s, here to continue, and build up here 
ring empire ; doubtless ! while we dream, 315 
low not tliat the King of Heaven hath doom'd 
lace our dnnge(m ; not our safe retreat 
i liis potent arm, to live exempt 
[leaven's high jurisdiction, in new league 
1 against his throne, but to remain 320 

:te8t bondage, though thus far removed 
the inevitable curb, reserved 
ptive multitude : For he, be sure 
rht or depthf still first and Wst w\\\ t^\^ 
agf and of hj«r kingdom lose uo V^^^ '^^ 
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By our revolt j but over Hell extend 
His empire, %nd with iron Bceptre rule 
Us horO) as with his golden those in Heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 
War hath determined us, and foil'd with loss 33 

Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsafed or sought ; for what peace will bo- gives 
To us enslaved, but custody severe, 
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment 
Inflicted P and what peace can wo return, 39 

But to our power hostility and hate, 
Untamed reluctance, and revenge though slow, 
Tet ever plotting how the conqueror least 
May reap his conquest, and may least rejoice 
In doing what we most in suffering feel P 34 

Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invado 
Heavcjh, whose high walls fear no assault nor siege. 
Or ambush from the deep. What if we find 
Some easier enterprise ? There is a place 3< 

(If ancient arid prophetic fame in Heaven 
Err not,) aiv>thcr world, the happy seat 
Of some new race call'd Man, about this time- 
To be created like to us, though less 
In power and excellence, but favoured more 3{ 

Of Him who rules above j so was his will 
Pronounced among the Gods, and by an oath, 
Tliat shook Heaven's whole circumference, confirm* 
I'hither let us bond all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 3« 
Or substcmce,' how endued, and what their power 
And where their weakness, how attempted best, 
By force or subtlety. Though Heaven be shut, 
And Heaven's high Arbitrator sit secure 
In his own strength, this place may lie exposed, 3( 
The utmost border of his kingdom, left 
To their defence who hold it •. Het© i^QThA.\ys 
tfPW A(/vantiigcoii8 act may \)fj a.o\ttftx^^ 
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By sudden onset ; either with Hell fire 
To waste his whole creation, or possess 3Q5 

All at onr own, and drive, as we were driven, 
The pony habitants ; or, if not drive, 
Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand ' 
Aimtiah hia own works. This would surpass 870 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confusion, and our joy upraise * 

In his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 
HurVd headlong to partake with us, shall cucse 
Their firail original, and faded bliss, 375 

Faded 00 soon. Advise, if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness hero 
Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devised 
By Satan, and in part proposed : For whence, 330 
But from the author of all ill, could spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to spite 
The great Creator ? But their spite still serves .365 
His gloiy to augment. The bold design 
Pleased highly those infernal States, and joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes ) with full assent 
They vote : whereat his speech he thus renews : 

Well have ye judged, well ended long debate, 300 
Synod of Grods ! and, like to what ye are, 
Great things resolved, which, from the lowest deep, 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps in view [arms 

Of those bright confines, whence, with nciglibouring 
And opportune excursion, we may chance 31H> 

Reenter Heaven ; or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of Heaven's fair light. 
Secure ; and at the brightening orient beam 
Pur^e off this gloom : the soft deVicums ?tvi , Ni^ 

To heal tho scar of iJiesc cortosivc firoa, 
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Shall breathe her balm. But first whom shall we Ben 
In search of this new world ? whom shall wo find 
Bufficient ? who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyss^ 4( 

And through the palpable obscure find out 
Ills uncouth way, or spread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vast abrupt, ore he arrive 
The happy isle ? What strength, what art can thei 
SuiRce, or what evasion bear him safe 4. 

Tliroutrli tho strict scnterics and stations thick 
(If Angola watching round ? Hero he had need 
All circuinspection ; and wc now no less 
Choico in our sufirage ; for on whom wo send, 4. 
The weight of all, and our last hope, relies. 

This said he sat ; and expectation held 
His look suspense, awaiting who appeared 
To second, or oppose, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all sat mute, 4! 

Pondering the danger with deep thought ; and each 
In other's countenance read his own dismay. 
Astonish 'd : None among tho choice and jjrimo 
Of those heaven-warring champions could be found 
So hardy as to profibr or accept, ' 4! 

Alone, the dreadful voyage j till at last 
Satan, whom new transcendent glory raised 
Above his follows, with monarchal pride. 
Conscious of liighest worth, unmoved thus spake : 

O Progeny oiTlIeaven, empyreal Thrones ! 4 

With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seized us, tliough undisniay'd : Long is the ways 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ; 
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 4 

Ninefold ; and gates of burning adamant, 
iJarr'd over us, prohibit all egress. 
These p'd^s'dy if any pass, the ^ovA iptofovuvd 
O/* unessential Night recewcs \u\\\ ive^\. 
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"Wide gapiii|f,(uid with fitter Ios9 of )l>ein^ ' 440 
Threatens bifn, plunged in that abortive gtilf. 
• If thefpe he scape i^to whatever world, 
Or unknown region, wh^at remains him less 
Than mikaowp dangers and as hard escape ? 
But I should ill become this throne, O Peers, 445 

And ti^B imperial sov'reignty, adorn'd 
With splendour, arm'd with power, if aught proposed 
And judged of public m^mient, in the shape 
Of d^culty or danger could deter 
Me from .attempting. Wherefore do I assume 450 
These rojaJties, and not refuse to reign, 
■Refusing to accept as ^reat a share 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigns, and so much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the rest 455 

High honour 'd .sits ? Go, therefore, mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heaveli, though fallen ! intend at home, 
While here shall be our home, what best may ease 
The present misery, and render Hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 4G0 

To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain 
Of this ill mansion : intermit no watch 
Against a wakeful Foe, while J abroad 
Through all the coasts of dark destruction seek 
Deliverance for us all : This enterprise 465 

None shall partake with me. Thus saying rose 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply ;.j 
Prudent, lest, from his resohition rais 
Others among the chief might offer 
(Certain to be refused) ^hat erst they fear'd ', 470 
And, so refused, might in opinion stand 
His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute i 

Which he through hazard huge must earn. But they 
Dreaded not more the adventure than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with lum tiie-j lo^^-. ^♦^ 

Their rising' ali at once was as the so\)lTv(\. 
Ofthuader heard remote. TowaxdB Xum \^a«^ >^^^^ 
- 4 
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Witb twM leTeieDce proDs ; and u ft God 
Extol him eqosl to tho Higheat in Beareo : 
Not tkil'd the; to eipiess how much thej praiwd, 460 
That for the general nietj he despiud 
His own : For neither do the Spirite danio'd 
LoM all theii virtue ; lest bad men should boast 
Their apecioue deeda on earth, which glory excite*. 
Or close ambitian, vanush'd o'er with zeal. 4SE 

Thus they their doubtful coDsultaliana dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchleaB Chief: 
As when from mountain topa the duekj clouds 
Aecendinj;, while the north wind Bleeps, o'eraproad 
Heaven's cheerful face, the lowering element WD 
Scowls o'er the darken'd landscape snow or ahower; 
If chance the radiant sun with farewell sweet 
Eitond his evening beam, the fielda revive, 
T'ae birds their notes renew, and bleating heida 
Atteat their joy, that hill and valley ring. 49G 

O shame to men '. Devil with Devil damn'd 
Fir.n concord holda ; men only diaagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Ofbeaventy grace : and, God procluming pewe, 
Yet live in hatred, enmity ; and strife GOC 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wara, 
Waating the earth, each other to destroy : 
As if {ivhich might induce us to oceord) 
Man had not beUiah foes enow beaidea, 
That, day l^l^glit, for his destruction wait. SOE 

The Stj^Hkiuncil thua dissolved ; and forth 
In ocdor cafflBthe grand infernal Peera : 
Midst came their mighty Paramount, and leem'd 
Alono the Antagonist of Heaven, nor less 
Than Hell's drmd Emperor, with pomp suprenw GI< 
And Godlike imitated state : him round 
A globe of Ger J Seraphim enclosed 
"With bright emblazonry and horrent arma, 
Tbea of their seiuon ei\ded tiie? ^a& ct^ 
With lrtunp«ti' legul aoimd Vte pc«X i««U. -. V 
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Toward tht fbar winds four speedy CLecu'u,^. 
Fat Co their moMthB tfae sounding alchemy. 
By iaiali'i voice Fiplain'd ) tbe hollow abya* 
Hcud fai and wLdp. uud all Uie bost af Hall 
With deeJening about ratum'd them loud ucclaim 530 
Thence more at eofle their oiinds, and somewhat Tailed 
Bj fidiie preeiiniptuoua hope, the ringed I'owcrs 
DiBband; and, wandering, each hia aevctDl way 
Pursues, as inclinBlion or snd choico 
Leada bim pcrplei'd, wiiera be may likeliest End SS3 
- Tmco to his restlesa thoughts, and enlertoin 
Tbe irksome hoars till his great Chief return. 
Fait on the plain, or in the ujr sublime, 
Upon the wing, or in swiit race contend, 
As at the Olympian gtuaeB or Pythian fields ; fi30 
Part curb theii fiery rteeda, or Blion the goal 
With rapid wheBla, or fronted brigades form. 
As when, to warn proud ciliea, wor appears 
Waged in the troubled sky, and ortniee rush 
To battle in the clouds, before oacb von 53^ 

Prick forth the aery Iinighla, and conch their speari 
Till thickest legions cloBo ; witli feats of oroia 
From either end of Heaven (lio walkin burns. 
Others, with voat Typliicon rage more full. 
Rand up both rucks and hilla, and ride the lur 040 

In wMtlwind ; Hell scarce holda the wild uproar. 
Aa wliea Alcides, from CEclialia crown'd 
With conqucEt, felt the envenom'd robe, and tore 
Thruugh pain up by tbe roots ThessE|liui pinas ; 
And Idclias from tlie (op of C£ta threw M5 

Into the Euboic lea. Others uiore mild, 
Betreatcd in a silent valley, ling 
With notes nn^'clical to ninny a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and hnplcas fall 
By doom of battle ; and complain that fats S50 

^ee virloe should enthral to force or ehonca. 
Vbeir sonj wu partial) Wt tliebumoiq 
<m*t coi;Jd it I«H wb|i^ ■pitiU 'uan»iU!L li^t^T) 
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p»m i Hdti "id took with nivialimEiil 
jiiath- iging aujdionCo. In diacourn; mors «We 
(*■"- -1 iicnCB the soul, song clmrms llvo aetoe,) 
- ( art ast una. hill rstirpii, 

r it> more elevate, and feason'd high 

~ BDoe, foreknowledge, wiU, and fate ; 

imo, free will, foteknowlodgo ahsolutB ; 

. ionnd no end, in wnndering mazes lost. 

Of good Olid evil much tlioj argued then. 
or huppineaa and tuiol mieor;, ' 

PasBJon and apathy, and glory and Ehame ; 
Vain windDTQ all, lind Islso pluloaoplij '. 
Tet, with a plenaing saraeiy, could chamt 
Pain for a while or anguieh, and exile . 
Fallacious liope, or arm Iho obdured bieoBt , 
With Blubborn jiatienco, an with triple steel. 
Another part, m squodronB and gross bands. 
On bold odyenture to diacoTor Wido 
That dismal world, if anj clime perhap* 
Might jield them easier habitation, bend 
Four waya their flying march, along tlie banki 
Of four infernal rivera that diegorge 
Into the burning lake th«ir baleful streams'; 
Abhorred Styi, the flood of deadly hate ; 
flad Acheron, of sorrow, black and deep; 
Cocylua, named of lamontatiort loud 
Heard on the rueful stream ; Hsrce PhlflgethAn, 
Whoso waves of lorrent Era inflame wilh rftge. 
Far off fVom these, n slow and eilent stream, 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolle 
Her watery laliyrinth, whereof who drinks 
Forthwith his former slate and being forgeta, 
Forgeta both joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on fiiia land 
TJuTTs Dot, but gathers heap, and ruin seemM 
utcient pHe ; oi eln deep msv ui&'vi«. 
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A gulfproround, as that Serbonisn bog ' 
Betwiit Duniala and itionDt Casiua aid, 
WhBra armiea wliole have sank : The piTchingur 
Burns fturo, and cald performs the effect of fica. 595 
Thither b; harpy-footcd furica hnlcd, 
At csttain levalutioaii, >U the dama'd 
Are brought ; and feel by tnrna the bitter chan^ 
Of fierce eitrcniDs, oxtremos liy change mnre floicc, 
From boda of raging Htb, to starve in irn liOtl 

Their Boft ethereal warmth, and tliero to pina 
Immovable, infixed, and frozen round, 
Periods of lime, Ihenco harried bitk to firs. 
They ferry ovor tliis Lethean sound 
Both to and fro, their Borrow to augment, 0U5 

And wiah and struggle, as ihcy pass, to reach 
The templing Mream, with one suuU di'op to los* 
In awest forgetfuhiosfl all pain and U'oe, 
All in one momont, and so near the brink , 
But &te withstands, and to oppose llie attempt G19 
Modnaa Willi Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of ilaolf the wnler flies 
All taste of living wight, as once it (led 
The Up of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
Id confosed marcTi forloru, the adventurous bands, G15 
With shuddering horror pale, and eyes agliiUrt, 
View'd first their lametitahta lot, and found 
No rest : through many a dark and dreary vale 
They pasa'd, and many a region dolorous, 
O'or many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, f>^ 

Rocks, caves, la](u,fons,bogs,deiiB, and shades of death, 
A universe of destjl : Which G(m1 by oiuse 
Created evil, for evil only good ; 
Where all life dies, death hves, an<] naturaj^^ds, 
PervBrae, oil monstrous, all protligioua thiBptj* ti25 
AbominablB, iniitterable, and woraa 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or foar conceived, 
Ootgons, and HydrM, and Chimoiaa Jon. 
Meaairhile the adverEary of God Sin^^iixi, 
4- 
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8«Um, with thought* inflwned of higbeM deri^ 

' Puts on swift winga, and towards the gates offl* 
Explores hia solitary flight : ■oUnetimes 
Hs SCOUTS the light hand coast, HmiLetimes the !« 
Now shavos with leiel wing the deep, than soon 
Up to the fiery concave towering high. 
As when far olf at eea a fleet descried 
Hangs on the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Cloae sailing from Bengnla, or the islos 
Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchtntf hriiqi 
Their spicy diuga ; they, on the trading flood, 
Through the wide Etliiopian to the Ci^, 
Ply atemming nightly toward the pole : so seeni'i 
Tar off the flying Fiand. At hirt appear 
Hell bounde, high reaching to the horrid roi^, 
'And thrice thfeefold the gales-, Ihies folds were )» 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock 
ImpsBBtrable, impaled with circhng fire, 
Tet UDconaumed, Befoie (he gates there att, 
On eiilier GiJe n HjrmiiiHbio shapB : 
The opo seem'd woman to the wnist, and fair ; 
^ut enSed foul in nany a scoly fold 
VolominoOB and vast ; a serpent arni'd 
With mortal iting : About her rmiffie round 
A Ory ortlellhounds never ceasing hark'd 
."With wide CerheTian mouths full loud, and ning 
A hidenna peal ; jet, when they liet, would c[Ai{ 
Jf aught diiturb'd thcii noise, into her wninb. 
JUid kemeljtberG ; yet there etiS borli'd and how 

. ITit^IUNnn. , Far leas abhorr'dAuithcEo 
ijnthing in the eeB tlwt porta 
hoarse Trinacrian Bhore ; 
le nigiit hag, when, cail'd 
e thiougli the air slic comes, 
LuiedVllf BiKmell ot infant blood, to danco 
With Lqiland witches, while the iitotning- moon 
EcJipsea ttJOmii chormB. Thn othm ahnpc, 
" liape it #j[lit'bB caU'd V\ni Amjo taA now 
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DUtiDgiiliAi>bl»in member, joint, ot liiub ; 
Or ■abalancB ntight be call'd tb&t sbsdaw seem'd, 
Far each seem'd either ; bl&ck it stood u Night, 670' 
fierce as ten Furies, terrible an HeH, 
lAifd shook a, dreadful dart ; scfaat Meni'd hie head 
The likeneaa of a kingly crmra hnd on. 
SatBJi was now at hand, and fToiD his aeat 
The monster mnving onward came ss &st 675 

With horrid atridea ; Hell trembleci as he strode. 
The undaunted Fiend i^battbiB might be admitBd; 
AdiDUed, not fear'd ; Ood and hii Son except, 
Created thing nought valued he, nor flhonn'd ; 
And with diedainful look thus first began : 680 

Wbetice and what art thou, execrable abepe ! 
That darest, though grim and terrible, advance 
TB; miicreated front athwart m; way. 
To jonder gates ! through them I mean to pass, 
. That be aaeured, without leave aek'd of thee : ~ 635 
Retire or tiate Ihy folly ; and learn by proof, 
Helt-boftt ! not to contend with Spirits of heaven. 

To whom the Goblin fuli of.wialh replied: 
Art thou that Traitor-Angel, art thou He ' " 

Who first broke peace in Heaven, and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; uul in proud rebeUious arms 691 

Drew after him the third part of Heaven's sons 
Colij£ired againit the Highest ; for which both thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemn'd 
To waate eternal days in woo and pain .' 695 

And recksn'st thon thyself with Spirits of Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd ! and breathest defiance here and scorn, 
Where I reign king ; and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord ! Back to thy punishmeat. 
False fugitive ! and to thy speed add wings ; 700 ' 

I^Et with a whip of scorpionii I pursae 
Tb; lingering ; m with one Kioke of this dart 
Strange horror (piie thee, and ^uiga -on^iiVX^i&^titCi. 

8o flpaie the gridj Terror, and 'vi\ «\iB.-?e, 
So ^cakizig and Ro threateiune, groii \«nio\ft. ^ 



I 



44 PARADISE LOST. 

More dreadful and deform. On the other nde, 

Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 

' Unterrified ;. and like a comet bum*d, 
That fires the len^ of Ophiuchus huge 
In the arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No second strike intend ; and such a frown 
Each cast at Ui' other, as when two black clov 
With Heaven's artillery fraught, come rattling 
Orer the Caspian ; then stand front to front, 
Hovering a spate, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air *. 
So frown'd the mighty combatants that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown : so match'd they 
For never but once more was either like 

> To meet so great a foe : And now great deeds 
Had been achieved, whereof all Hell had rung 
Had not the snaky Sorceress that sat 
Fast by Hell-gate, and kept the fatal key. 
Risen, and with hideous outcry rush'd betweei 
^O Father ! what intends thy hand, she cried 
Against thy only Son.' What fury^ O Son ! 
Poesesses thee to bend that mortal dart 
Against thy father's head ? and know'st for wl 
For him who sits above, and laughs the while 
At thee prdain'd his drudge ; to execute 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls justice, bid 
His wrath, wluch one day will destroy ye bdth 
She spake, and at her words the hellish Pest 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan retum'd : 
So strange thy outcry, and thy words so stri 

' Thou interposest, that my sudden hand. 
Prevented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till first I know of thee 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd ; and 
In this infernal vale first met, thoiOL c«XV«X 

Jtf0 Fatbetj and iioaX ^\axiMsai ^^'«n. mi ^^ 
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I know thM not, soc erer saw till now 
Sight more deteBt&ble than him uid thee. v 

To whom thus the ForUeaa of Hell-gate lepUed : 
Hast thou forgot me then, B.nd do I leem 
Now in thine eye so foul ? once deera'd bo fiUi 
Id Heaven, when at the assanbly, and in sight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combined TBff 

Jn bold conspiracy against Heafoa'c King, 
AH on a fludden miserable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy «wam 
3q darkness, while thy head dames thick and fktt 
Tbraw fpith ; til), on the left side opeiung wiM, 75!/ 
-Xiikest to thee in shnpo and countenance bright 
^hen shining hearanly fair, a goddess ann'd. 
Out of thy bead I sprang ; Amazement seized 
All the host of Heaven'; back they recoil'd afraid 
At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sign. 780 

Portentona held me ; bat, familiar grown, 
•1 plaiiBed, and with attractive graces won 
^Thamoat averse, thee chieQy, who jiill on 
Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing. 
t Bocamest cnamour'd ; and such joy thou look's! TSS* 
With niB in secret that i^ wrrnib conceived 
A growing burden. MeAiwhiie wsj arose. 
And fields were fought in Heaven ; Wherein remain'd 
• (For what could else .') to our Almighty Foe 
Clear victory ; to our part loss and rout, 370 

.Through all the empyrean ; down they fell 
Driven, heatflong from the piti:!) of Fleevan, down 
Into this deep ; and in the gentmi fall 
I also ; at which time, this powerful key 
Into my hand was given, with charge to keep 77a 
^Tbeae gates for ever shut, which none can pass 
"Without my opening. Pensive here I sat 
JUeoei biit long I sot not, till my womb 
TregDont by thee, and now' excessive grown, 
yro%ioD» motion ftlt, and ru«[a\ tfeoea. "Wi 

At lut Ibis oiliouB nffi^ring whom ItQH t»eA,. 
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^QSiins own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails, that, with fear find pwK 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transformed : But he my inbred enemy 
Forth issued, brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy ! I fled, and cried out Death ! 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, a^d sigh'd 
Prom all her caves, and back resounded Death ! 
I fled ; but he piursued (though more, it seems. 
Inflamed with lust than rage,) ai^l; swifler far, 
Me overtook, his mother, all dismay'd ; 
And, in embraces forcible and foul 
Ingendering with me, of that rape begot 
These yelling monsters that with ceaseless cry 
Surrouild me, as thou saw'st : hourly conceived 
And hourly born, with sorrow infinite 
To me 'f for, when they list, into the womb 
That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 
My bowels, their repast ; then bursting forth 
Afresh with conscious terrors vex me round, 
That rest or intermission none I find. 
Before mine eyes in opposition sits 
Grim Death, my son and foe ; who sets them ony 
And me his parent would faXi soon devour 
For want of other prey, but that he' knows 
His end with mine involved ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morsel,, and his bane, 
Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounced. 
But thou, O Father ! I forewarn thee, shun 
His deadly arrow ; i||^ther vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in those bright arras. 
Though temper'd heavenly ; for that mortal dint, 
Save he who reigns above, norio can resist. 

She finish'd ; and the subtle Fiend his lore | 

Soon learn'd, now milder, and thus answered s 
Dear Daughter ! since thou claim'st me for th 

And my fair son here show'sl m<a, ^'a ^<6^i ^V. 

Of dalliaiice had wit^ t,Vi«ft Va li^w^Ti,^^\«^ 
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Then «WM1, now Ead to mention, through dire olimgft 

Bo&Ubb us, unforfl^een, UDthnugtit of} know, 8)iX 

1 Come no enemy, hut to set free 

Fran) out this dnrk and dismal haiiae of pnin 

Both kim uid thee, and ail tile heavenly host 

Of Spiriu, that, m our just pretences iirDi'd, ^£ 

Fell with o» from on high : From them 1 go 

This unconlh erraDd sole ^ and one for all 

Myself expose, vKb lonoly steps to tread 

The unfounded deep, and tlitough the void ioimcnie 

To search with wandering qncst a place foretold 830 

Should be, and, by concurring aigns, ore no* 

Created rEist tmd round, a place of hliss 

In the purlieus of Heaven, and therein placed 

A roco of'apstart cioatuioB, to supply 

Perhapa our vacant room ; though more removed, 835 

Lost Heaven, surcharged with potent multitude, 

Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 

Than this mere secret now desi^n'd, I haste 

To kaaw ; and, this once known, shall soon return. 

And bring ye to the plwa where Thou and Death B40 

Shall dwell at easo, am) op and down unseen 

Wing silently the baioiu air, onihalm'J 

With odours; there ye ehal! he fed and fiU'd 

Immeasurably, all things shall bo your prey. 

He ceased, for both seem 'd highly pleased j and Death 
Orinn'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear B46 

His lamine should be till'd; and blass'd his man 
Destiaed to that good hour : Mo loss rojoiced 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her sire - 

ThB kay of this infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of Heaven's all-powerful King, 
I keep ; by liini forbidden to unlock 
These adainantino gates ; against all force 
" — '■■ -iiidy stands to interposo his dart, 

1 bo o'ermateh'd by living lai-gUV. ¥£j^ 

L iwa I to his commanda above 

W .leu me, aod hath hilhst tbraat. ow towft 
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Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit in hateful office here confined, 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and heavenly born, 89P 

Here in perpetual agony and pain, 
With terrors and with clamours compass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ? 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gavest me ; whom should I obey .3Q5^ 

But thee P whom follow ? thou wilt bring me soon 
To that new world of light and bliss, among 
- The gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems ^ 

Thy daughter and tliy darling, without end. 8f^ 

Thus saying, from her side the fatal key, 
Sad instrument of all our woe, she took ; 
And, toward the gate rolling her bestial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high updrew, 
Which but herself, not all the Stygian Powers 89 
Could once, have moved ', then in the keyhole tunpif 
The intricate wards, and every bolt and iRur 
Of massy iron or solid rock witli ease 
Unfastens^ On a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jaring sound f/lf 

The infernal doors, and on their hinges grato 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut s 

Exceird her power ', the gates wide open stoojd, 
That with extended wings a banncr'd host, Q8$ 

Under spread ensigns, marching, might pass through. 
Witli horse and chariots rank'd in loose array : 
So wide they stood, and like a furnace mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. • ■ 

Before their eyes in sudden view appear 8(0 

The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 
Without dimension ; whcrclength, breadth, and hei|^ 
And time, and place are lost ', where eldest Night 
nd Chaos, ajicestors of Nature, hold .906 
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Xtera&l marohj, smidBt the notne 
Of endleac wqtb, and by confuBion sland. 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four championa fierce. 
Strive here for msslery, sntl to buttle bring , 

Their enibr;Dii stoma ; they aiounil the fUg 900 

Of each hi« faction, io tfaeii several clanB, 
Light arni'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or tlow, 
Svami populous, utinumbor'd as tha Eurtds 
Of Barca or Cyrenc'a torrid aoil, 
Levied to aide mth wurrbig wind), and poite Sdo 
Ttieii lighter wings. To whom these laoet g^erc, 
He nil» D moiDBDt t ChDus umpire sits, 
And by decisioa more embroils the fray, 
By which ha reigns ; Nait him, higii ajrbiter, 
Chance governs il). Into this wild abyia, DIO 

The womb of Nature and perhaps her grave, 
Of neither eoa, nor sharo, nor air, nor ^rf>. 
But all these in their pregnant causes mii'd 
Confuaedly, and wliich Ibue rauRt ever ftglit, 
Unless the Almighty Maker them ordain OIG 

Hi» dark matariala to create more wotldn ; 
Into this wild abyss the wary Fi^nd 
Stood on the brink of HoU, and look'd awhile, 
Pondering his voyago ; for no narrow frith 
He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal'd ','■- 0^0 
With noises loud and ruinous (to compare 
Qreat things with small) than when Bcilona storms, 
With all her battering ongines bent to case 
Some capital city ; or lese than if this frame 
Of Heaven were falling, gnd iheas oloments 'l'!5 

In mutiny had Irnm her axle torn 
The steadfast earth. At last his saH-broad vaiis 
Ho spreads for flight, and in Iha surginj; smoke 
Uplifted spurns Iho ground ; fhcnco many a league, 
• - i~ -, cloudy (hair, ascending rides 330 

ous ; but, that seat soon failing, meets 

> vacuity : all uiuwaros 

•ing hiii permont vain, plumb down he dto^ 
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Ten thousand &thom deep ; and to this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 9} 

The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud, 

Instinct with fire and.nitre, hurried him 

Ajfflaany miles aloft : that fury staid, 

Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis,, neither sea, - 

Nor good dry land : nigh foundered on he fares, 94 

Treading the crude consistence, half on &ot. 

Half flying ; behoves him now both par and sail. 

As when a gryphon, through the wilderness 

With winged course, o'er hill or moory dale 

Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 94 

Had from bis wake^ custody purloin'd 

The guarded gold : So eag||||y the Fiend ^. 

O'er bog, or steep, through strait, rough, d^e, or rar< 

With head, hands, firings, or feet, pursues his way, 

And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 95 

At length a universal hubbub wild 

Of stunning sounds and voices all confused. 

Borne through the hollow dark, assaults his ear 

With loudest vehemence': thither he plies. 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Power 9^ 

Or Spirit of the nethermost abyss 

Might in that noise reside, of whom to ask 

Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 

Bordering on light ; when straight behold the throne 

Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread > 96 

Wide on the wasteful deep ; with him enthroned 

Sat sable-vested Night^ eldest of things. 

The consort of his reign ', and by them stood 

Orcus and Hades, and the dreaded name 

Of Deihogorgon ; Rumour next and Chance, 96 

And -Tumult and Confusion all embroil'd. 

And Discord with a thousand various mouths. X.. 

"" To whom Satan turning boldly, thus : Ye Po^ota 

And Spirits of this nethermost abyss, 

Chaoa and ancient Nigl^ \ 1 com^ ivc^ «^y> ^ 

With purpose to exploxB oi V> ^\«Xm£^ 



' PARADISE LOST. 

The BSCrals nfyonr toalm : but, by ci 
Wtndeiing !hie darksoinc desert, oh my wiiy 
Lies through yolir upacioue empire up to light, 
Alone, Rud without guide, half lfal,laeEh 975 

What leBdiOBl pnth leads where your gloomy boimilj 
Con&no with Heaven; or if some other place. 
From your dominion won, tUa ethereal King 
PoBsesaea lately, thlthoc to an'ivo 

I trarel thia profound ; direct my enursc; 9S0 . 

Directed, no mcui recoiiipeniie it brings 
To your behoof: if I that region lost. 
All nsnrpation thence expell'd, rednce 
To her original darUnesEi, uid your sway 
CWhich is my present jomey,) and once more 9S5 
Erect the gtsodard there of ancient Night ; 
Yotm be the advantage all, mine the rerenge '. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old, 
With faltering speech and visage incomposed, 
Answer'd : I know thee, atrsoger, who thon art, 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of latp 
Made head against Heaven's King, though orerthrowa 
I saw tnd heard ; for such a numerous boat 
Fled not in silenw through the iHghted deep, 
With min upon ruin, root on ront, 993 

Confuwon worse confounded ( and Heaven gate* 
Poar'd out by mJlliona bei victorioul band* 
Pursuing. 1 upon my frontiers Hre 
Keep temdence ; if all I can will eerve 
That tittle which is left so to defend, lOOO 

Enoroach'd on still through yonr intestine broils 
Weakening the sceptre of old Night ; first Hell, 
Tour dungeon, Btretehin^ far and wi^ beneath ; 
Now lately Heaven, (ind Earth, another world, 
Hong o'er oiy realm, link'd in a golden chain 1005 
To that side Heaven from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be yonr walk', yea have wA fcx *, 
So macb the nearer danger ; go, u4 •p««i^ 
HtToo, tttd spoii, ttnd min ue my a^n. 
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He ceued ; and Satui itaid not to reply ', 1019 

Bnt, glad that Dow bia sea ahould find a sliore, 
With freah alacrity, and force renew'd. 
Springs upward, like a pjiamid of fire. 
Into tbe wide exponie ; and, tbiough the sbock 
Of fighting element*,' oo fU ddaa rounil 191S 

En-riion'd, wins his wa; ; harder beset 
And more eudangsT'd than wben Argo pisa'd 
Tbroogh Bnporui, betwixt tbe juatlin^ rocks ^ 
Or when Ulysses on the larboard Bhuiui'd 
Charybdis, ond by the other whirlpool Elpcr'd. 1090 
So be with ditEculty and labanr hard 
Moved on : with difficulty and labour he : 
But, he once pass'd, Boon^jj^r, when man felt, . 
Strange alteration I Sin and Death amain 
Following hie track, rach was the will of Heivon, 
Paved after him a brood and beaten way lOSS 

Over Ihe dark abysa, wlioae boiling gulf 
Tamely endured a bridge of wondioUB longib, 
From Hell continuad, reaching tbe utmost orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the SpiritH porveiso 
With easy intsrcourso pass to and fro 103^ 

To tempt or puuiib mortals, eicept whom 
. God and good AngeU guard by sf^Kial grace. 
But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears, and from tho walls of Heaven 1935 
Shoots Ikr into theikosoin of dim night 
A glimmering dawn ; Here Nature firat begins 
Her furthest verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmost works a broken foo 
Witb tumult less, and with leas hostile din ; 1040- 

Tbat Satan with lass toil, and now witb ease. 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious liirlit ; 
And, like a weather-beaten vessel, hold£> 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle tam i 
Or in the emptier waste, rMembling air, IW 

Weighs his epr^id winge, U, Wiaiue \a behold 

""w off the empyreal Heaien, eiieniei'^iA* ■ 



PARABISE LOST. Si 

la oircnil, ondctennuiGd Bqu&re ot rouiul. 
With opal towers and buttlemento adarB'd 
Of linitg mpphire, once. h\s native seal ; lOH 

And &at by, hangiojr in a gulden cliain, 
Tlu« pendent world, in bignesa si n star 
OrBiDBliost magnitude close by the moon. 
Thither, full fraugbt with laixchievoiu revengfli 
Accnrscd, and in & coned hour, he hiei. 1055 

5« 
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BOOK III. 



God, litting OB hii throne, teet Satan flying towards thig 

tmn newqr cnated ; shows him to the Son, wJio tat at hit ri|^ 
hand ; foretett the guccess of SaMm in perverting mankind ; eleai 
his own justice and wisdom from all imputation, liavinf eratj 
ed Man free, and able eifough to have withstooa his temptei 
yet declares his purpose of ^race towards him, in regard he ft 
not of his own malice, as did Satan, but by him seduced. Tl 
Bon of God renders praises to his Father for the manifestatie 
of his gracious purpme towards Man: But God again dsciaM 

, that grace cannot be extended towards Man without tiie eatisflM 
tion of divine justice : Man hath oflended the majesty of God InMj 
piring to Godhead, and, therefore, with all his progeny. devH 
to death, must die, unless sonpe one can be found sumoient t 
answer for his offence, and undergo his punishownt. The flki 
of God freely offers himself a ransom for Man : The Fathef m 
cepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronounces his eraltatio 
above aU names in Heaven and Earth ; commands all the ^ 
,gels to adore him : They obey, and hymning to their harps m fti 
■ choir, celebrate the Father and the Son. Meanwhile Bata 

'^ -alightd upon tlie bare convex of this Mrorld's outermost orih 
where wandering he first finds a place, since called the I^oDdMfl 
Vanity : What persons and things fly up thither : Then6e oooM 
to the gate of Heaven, described a>cendin|[ by stairs, and the wi 
ters above the firmament that flow about it : His passage thenc 
to the orb of the sun ; he finds there Uriel, the regent oCt^t or! 
but first changes himself into thofehape of a meaner AnPbtj an 
pretendiner a zealous desire to behold the new creation, and Ma 
whom God had placed here, inquires of faiai the place of hit hab 
tation, and is directed : Alightp first on mount Niphates. 

Hail, holy Light, ofFspriAg of Qeaven first-born, 
^ Or ofthe Eternal coeternal beam, 
May I express thee luiblamed ? since God ie lights* 
And never but in nnapproachod light 
Dwelt from eternity ;. dwelt then in thee, 
Bright effluence of bright essence increate ! 
Or hear'st thou rather, pure ethiffeal stream, 
Whose fountain who ahall tell ? Before the mm. 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest 1 

The rising world of waters dark and deep 
Won from the void and fottiAeaa Vn&Qi\\Av 
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Tliee 1 reviait now with holdor wing, 
"Eaeaped the Stygian pool, thoiif h long detain'd 
la that obBCurp sojoDm, while in mj Mght 1 

Through niter and thiougb middie darkncas borne, 
With other no'.es tiiui to the Orphean Ijre, 
1 nmg nf Chaos and etomsl Night ; 
Taught bj the heavoidy Mubo to ventujo down 
The dark descent, imd up to reaeoend, 9 

Though hnid and rare : Iheo I revisit safe, 
And feel thy wn'ieign vital lamp ; but thoa 
Revisit 'at not tbeae e;ea, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
Hft thick a (irop sereno hath qiianch'd their orbs, S 
Or dim BoffusiDn vcil'd. Tel not the more 
Ceoae 1 to wandM where the Muses haunt 
Clear spring, or abaiiy grove, or sunny hill, 
Bmii with the love of aacrad aong ; hut chief- 
Thee, Sion, and the Si>wery brooks beneath, 3 

That waah'd thy hallow'd fbet, and worblbg flow, 
Nightly I visit: nor Bometlmes forget 
Those other two eqiial'd with me in fate, 
Bo yaff I equal'd with them in renown I 
BUndThamyris, and blind MieonidDs ; S 

And Tiresias, and Fhiiieua, prophets old : 
Then feed on though ts, that voluntary move 
HariDomous nambara ; as the wakeful bird 
^inga darkling, ojid in shadiest covert hid 
Tanoa hor nocturnal note. Thus with the joar I 
Seasons return : but not tn me returns 
Day, or tlie sweet approach of even or mom. 
Or night of vernal bloom, or sunimer'a rose, 
Or Socks, or herda, or human lace dlvins *, 
But cloud instead, and eveiduring darlc 4 

Bominndb me, from the cheerful ways of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Preaented with a universal blank 
Of natures works, to me oiptuged a]i& Tueft, 
Aad vkdom af one entrance qwlo etoX o^a.. 



fee PARADISE LOST.- b. 

So much the ratRer thoii, celestial Light, 
Shine inward, and the mind through all he| powen 
Irradiate ; there plant eyes, all mist firohi thence 
Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 
Of things invisible to mortal sight. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High throned above all height, bent^dbwn his eye 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven 
.Stood thick as stars, and from his sight received 
Beatitude past utterance : on his right 
The radiant image of his glory sat. 
His only Son ; on earth he first beheld ^ 
Our two first parents, yet the only two 
Of mankind in the happy garden placed. 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd love. 
In blissful solitude ; he then surveyed 
Hell and the gulf between, 9iid Satan there 
Coasting the wall of Heaven on>^|his side Night 
In the dun air sublime, and ready now ^. 

To stoop with wearied wings and willing feet, 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land imb^som'd, without firmament. 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his prospect high, 

' Wherein past, present, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

Only begotten Son, seest thou what rage 
Transports our Adversary ? whom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bars of Hell, nor jU the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss, 
Wide interrupt, can hold y so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that sliall redound 
Upon liis own rebellious head. And now, 
Through all restrunt broke \oo«ft,\i<&^\xv%« Ids wa; 

^ot far off H«aYen,in t\ve ^Tfic\xvR\^ o^\\^V4 



PARADISE LOST, 5! 

Diroctlj towards tho aev crested world, 
And mm , Ibere placed, with purpose to eaatjr K 

If him by force Iio dm deatroj, or, worao, 
^ «>mo fulso guile porverl ; and aliali pervert ; 
IV mn will liearkcn to hia glouing lies, 
And euily traasgreBij the wlo conunand, 
Sole pledge of his obedience ; So will Tall ti 

He and Eiis faithless progeny : Whoae fault ? 
Whosa but his owa P Ingrate, ho had of me 
All he could have ; I miuie Mm just and right, 
SoMcienl to have stood, (hough freo to tall. 
8|ich 1 created all the ethereal Powers IOC 

JutdSpirila, both thorn who stood, and thcinwho fail'd; 
Freely Ibej stiwd who stood, and foil who fell. 
Kot &Be, whitt proof could thoy have given ainccrs 
Of true aliogianoo, cooatant faith, or love. 
Where only what thoy needs roust do appesr'd, IK 
Not what they would? what praise could they receive' 
WiaX pleasure I from such obedience paid. 
When will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Uselen and vsin, of lieedoni both despoil'd. 
Made pusive both, had served necessity, llC 

Hot me ? They therefore, as to right helong'd, 
So were ereoted, nor can justly accuse 
Theii Maker, or their making, or their fate, 
At if predBstination overmled 
Their will diipoted by ilwolotA dteraa US 

Or high foreknowledge ; tbey themulvcaidNNMt 
Tbeir own revolt, not 1 1 if J fwoknew, 
Foieknowledge had no infliieaca on their fault, 
Which l]»d no le« proved certain unforeknown.' 
Bo without leait impqlK or-^adow of fkt«, 13C 

Or aught by me inunutab!^ Gswwen, 
?%ej treipaH, authon to themaelvei in i]l 
Both what they jodge and what they chooM } for m 
I forni'd them tree ; and free they must mnuB, 
TO thsf enteral thenuelTes ; I elM nnul (jbts^c ^5 
Tiair nttate, «od rsroke the lugh decree' 
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UnchangeablOi eternal, which ordhin'd * 

Their Ib^om ; they themselves ordain*d their f&& 
The first sort by their own suggestion fell, 
Self-tempted, self-depraved : Man falls, deceived^ ' 
By the other first : Man therefore shall find gnicey 
The other none : In mercy and justice both, 
Through Heaven and Earth, so shall my glory exo 
But mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine. ^ 
Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance. fiU*d 
All Heaven, and in the blessed Spirits elect 
Sense of new joy ineffable diffused. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen , 

Most glorious -, in him all his father shone * 

Substantially express'd ; and in his face 
Divine- compassion visibly appeared. 
Love without end, and without measure grace y 
Which, uttering, thus he to his Father spake : 

O Father, gracious was that word which closed 
Thy sovereign sentence, that man should find graci 
For which both Heaven and Earth shall high extol 
Thy praises, with the innumerable sound 
Of hynms and sacred songs, wherewith thy tl^ne 
£nc<^mpas|'d shall resound thee ever bless'd. 
For should Man finally be lost ? should Man, 
Thy creature late so 4oved, thy youngest son, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly ? That be from thee far, \ 

That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgest only right. 
Or shall the Adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine P shall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought ; 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accomplished, and to Hell 
Draw after him the Whole race of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyself 
'Abolish thy creation, and twvm^ik.^ 
For him, what for thy g\oTy t\v<yai\vasXxa»^^^. 
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&D riiould iby goudnesa and thy graalnesa boUi IGZi 
~8 qnettion'd uid blaaplicmerj wiitiout defonce. 

To whom tha groat Creator thus replied ; 
ftBon, in whom my soul lia.th chierd (flight, 
,Wi of mj bosam, Son who ml alana 

\j wont, m7 wiedotti, iLDd eSectual migbl, 170 

ABbast thou spoken as iny thoughts are, all 
Af p; eternnl purpoao hath deemed ; 

Bball not quits be lost, but saved irho iiill ; 
let not of will in him, but grace in iud 
Freely voucbeafed ; once more I will renew 175 

His lapsed powers, though forfeit, and enthrall'd 
By tin to foul eiorbitaut duaiiee ; 
Uphold by me, yet once more he shtdl Bland 
On even ground against his mortal foe ; 
B; mo upheld, that he may know how frail 180 

His Jkllen condition is, and to mc owe 
^1 his detivonmcc, and to nonn but mo. 
Same I have chosen of pecaliar grace, 
Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 
The rest sliall hear roe call, and oft be wam'd IBS 
Their liiifal atate, and to appoaso betimes 
The incenMid Deitji, whije ofTer'd grace 
L Invito* ; fa; I will clear tlieir senses dark, 
What may suffice, and eoilen stony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedionco due. 190 

T* pnyer, repentancD, and obedience due, 
Tboagh but ondeavour'd with sincere intent, 
Hme oar shall not bo slow, mine eye not shut. 
And 1 will placo within them as a guide, 
Uj ompire Conecienco ; whom if llie; wiU hear, 19s 
Light aAer light, jvell used, they shall attain, 
And to the end, peraiatlng safe arrive. 
TMi my long sutTerance, and my day of grace, 
Tlie; who neglect and scorn shall never taste i 
Bat harfbe barden'd, blind be blinded mora, Wi 

That they lany sluiiibJo on, and detipei fsM \ 
And none but sacl) &aii taeioj I ciclttie. 
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But yet all it not done ; Man diaobeying, .1 ».\ 

Disloyal, breaks his fealty, and sins fAJ 

Against the high supremacy of Heawn, JfSl 

Affecting Godhead ; and, so losing all, :^ 

To expiate his treason hath nought left, . ■ .^ 

But to destruction sacred and devote, ;,.'- ^,. 

He with his whole posterity must die ; v^ 

Die he or justice must : unless for him ' MM 

Some other able, and as willing, pay " *^ 

The rigid satisfaction, death for death. 
Say, heavenly Powers, where shall we find such love! 
Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 
Man's mortal crime, and just the unjust to save ? 
Dwells in all Heaven charity so dear ? 

He ask'd, but all tl^e heavenly choir stood mute^ 
And silence was in Heaven : On Man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appeared, 
Much less that durst upon his own head draw 
The deadljr forfeiture and ransom set. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost,, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine, 
His jdearest mediation thus* renew 'd : 

Father, thy word is pass'd, Man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way» 
The speediest of thy winged messengers. 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, unimplored, unsought ? 
Happy for Man, so coming : he her aid ^ 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring ; 
Behold me then : me for him, life for lifb 
I offer ; on me let thine anger fall ; . , 

Account me Man. I for his sake will leav« ^^ 
Thy hoeom, and this glory uexX \.o \.Yk&« 
Freely put oflT, and for bim \wi\.\j ^^ ^ 

■ -V 
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i ; on niD lot Daatli wreak nil liis rage ; 
Domj power I atiall Dot long 
I'd T thou hast giTen mo to poflseu 
ilf for over; by thee I lirE, 
' io Deatli I field, and tun his duo S45 
le can die ; yet, Ibat d«bt piid, 
it leave me in tliti loathsome grave 
r ButFflr my unspotted Houl 
h cortuption there to dwell) 
ise vicbnious, uid nibdjie SGO 

ler, Bpoil'd of his vaimt«d ipoil ; 
:ath'a wodnd AoD^tall recaive, and ttoop 
f bia mortKl sting ^ann'd. 
B ample air in triumph high 
ell captive, maugre Hett, and ahow 25S 
of darkness bound. Thou, at the aigU 
of Heaven shatt look down and amile ; 
lea raised, I ruin all m; foeB, 
jid with his oarcasi glut the grave : 
ha multitude of mjr redeem'd, 360 

jeaven, long absent, and return, 
le thj &ce, wherein no cloud , 

lU remain, bnt peace assnredk 
lament ; wrath eball be no mora 
, but in thy piesenco joy entiTe. 36S 

here ended, but his meek aspect 
ake, and breathed immortal Iotd 
en, above which only iholR 
nee : As a sacriGce 

fToT'd, be attends the will S7D 

Father. Admiration seized 
what this might nlean, and whither tend, 
but Boon the Almighty thus replied : 
Heaven and Earth the only peace 
ir mankind under wrath ! O thou 955 

placence 1 well tliQaUnnWA Wm &»*x 
i mj works, nor TAan the \eaeX, 
7reate<l ; tint fot luial bb«* 
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Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save, ^ ^ 
By loosing thee a while> the whole race lost. fl 

Thou, therefore, whom then only canst redeem^ 
Their nature also to thy natiire joj|^ ; ^; 

And be thyitolf Man among men on earth) 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin .seed, > 
By wondrous birth : Be thou in Adam's room $ 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. ij 
As in him perish all men, so in thee, «4 

Ab from a second root, shall be restored 
As many as are restored, without thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his sons ; thy merit, 21 
Imputed, shall absolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds/ 
And live in thee transplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is most just, 
Shall satisfy for Man, be judged and die, 8$ 

And dying rise, and rising with him raise 
His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life. 
So heavenly love shall outdo hellish hate^ 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem ; 
So deafly to redeem what hellish hate 3C 

So easily destroyed, and still destroys 
In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor shalt thou, by descending to assume 
Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast, though throned in highest bliw 30 
Equal to God, aiid equally enjoying 
Godlike fruition, quitted all, to save 
A world from utter loss, and hast been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God,, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good, 31 

Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ', < 
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt ,■ 

ith thee thy manhood also to this throne : v 
I fihalt thou eit incaxnaie^YveK^ «\n\\.i%\^Ti 31 
God and Man, Son V)o\^ q^ Oq^ wA'Wwi^ 
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i$pi universal king ; all power 
t tiiee ; reign for ever^ and assume * 

nerits ; under thee, as head supreme, 
ieii| Princedc^ns, Powers, Dominions I redtie^; 
lees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 831 
aven, or Earth, or imder Earth in Hell. 
I thou, attended gloriously, from Heaven, 
in the sky appear, and from thee send 
ommoning Archangels to proclaim 325 

bread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds, 
tving, and forthwith the cited dead 
past ages, to the general doom '"■ 
hasten ; such a peal shall rouse their sleep. 
, all thy saints assembled, thou shalt judge 330 
len and Angels ; they, arraign'd, shall sink 
ith thy sentence ; Hell, her numbers full, 
ceforth shall be for ever shut. Meanwhile 
v^rld shall burn, and fVom her ashes spring 
Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwelFj 
ifler all their tribulations long, 336 

olden days fruits of golden deeds, 
joy and love triumphing, lind fair truth, 
thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by, 
3gal sceptre then no more- shall need, 340 

ihall be all in all. But, all ye Gods, 
) him, who to compass all this dies ; 
> the Son, and honour him as me. 
sooner had the Almighty ceased, but all 
aultitude of Angels, with a shout 345 

as from numbers without number, sweet 
)m bless'd voices, uttering joy, Heaven rung 
jubilee, and loud Hosannas filled 
iternal regions : Lowly reverent 
rds either throne they bow, an^ to the ground 
solSmn adoiution down they cast *" 351 

* crowns inwove with amarant and ^o\d *, 
trial amarantf a flower wlucVi once 
•Bdiscj &st by the tree of Ufe, 
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Began to bloom ; but soon for man's offence 91 

To Heaven removed, wh^re first it grew, there |pMi 
And flowers aloft shading the fomit of life, v 

And "ijirhere the river of bliss through midst of HmM 
Rolls o'er Elysian flowers her ambelr stream ; ' ^^^ 
With these thait never fade the Spirits elect 81 

Bind their resplendent locks inwreathed with beeii|i^ 
Now in loose garlands tiiick thrown off, the brigll;^|| 
Pavement) that like a sea of jasper shone, *^ -^^ 

Impurpled with celestial roses smiled. • >' 

Then, crown' d again, their golden harps they took| X 
Harps ever tuned, that glittering by their side 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet ^l 

Of charming symphony they introduce ^S! 

Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; ^ 

No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 99 
Melodious part, sut^' concord is in Heaven. 

Thee, Fatfc^r, first they sung Omnipotent| 
bmnutable. Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; the Author of all being, 
Fountain of light, thyself invisible 37 

Amidst the glorious brightness where thou sit'tt 
I'hroned inaccessible, but when thou shad'st 
Tho full blaze of thy beams, and, through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine, ' 
Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear ; 38 
Tet dazzle Heaven, that brightest Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they sang of all creation first, ^ * 

Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, ','.Ki ^ 

In whose conspicuous countenance, without eload ii 
Made visible, the Almighty Father shines, /' 

Whom else no creature can behold ; on thee , J| 

Impress'd the effulgence of his glory afcidesi ^^ 

Transfused on theo his ample Spirit rCsts. 
N«^ Heaven of Heavens and all the Powers tiier 
thee created *, and \>y V\k!bCi V)Kt«^ ^Qi^vra. 
upiring I>oimnal\oiA** *^^^^^^^^^ 
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Tii; Father's dieadful thunder didst not spue, 
Pior Btop thy flnming clinrio^ wheals, iJiat Hhook 
Heaven's evErlsstiag TrBjiiB, while o'er the nccka 39S 
TbaD droveat of warring Angels disarray 'd. 
Back fixim pursuit thy I'Dwera with Joud acclaim 
Theeonl; extoll'd, Son of tliy Father's might, 
Tofexecute fierce vengeance on hia foes. 
Not to on Man : Uim through tlicic malice fallen, 400 
Fathflr of mercy and grace, thou didst not doom 
Bo strictly, but much mora to pity incline ; 
No CfMmer did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee purposed not to doom timl Man 
So strictly, but mucli more to pity inclined, 40S 

He to appease tliy wrath, and end the strife 
Of meicy and justice in thy foca discern d, 
Regardleoa of the bliss wherein he eat 
Second to thee, olTer'd himself to die 
For Maateoffcnce. O uiiexaiupled love, 410 

Iri)ve no whore to be found leaa than Divine '. 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men I Thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my song 
Hencefblth, and never shall my heart thy praise 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praiae diejoin. 416 

Thnetiiey in Hsaren, above the atarrj sphere. 
Their happy hours in joy and bynming spent. 
Meanwhile upon the Rrm opacous globe 
or this round world, whose first coiivei dividea 
The luminous inferior orbs, enclosed 430 

Fron Chao* and the inroad of Darkness old, 
Sati^ alighted walks-: a globe far off 
It toom'd, cow seems a boundless continent 
OaA, waste, and wild, under the Irowa of Night 
AwIms e>posed,~and ever threatening storms 425 
.. Ot Chaoa blustering round, inclement sky ; 
* — • (nttbat uds which fioni the wall of Heaven, 
distant &r, ■om« fm»U reflectAon |,uiia 
"ering air less vex'd willi tero^AVrai-, 
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As when a vultnre on Imaus bred, 
Whcwe mowy ridge the xoving Tartar botindsi 
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey , 
To l^orge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids, 
On hJSlB f^ere flocks are fed, flies toward the ipri 
Of Ganges or Hydaspes, Indian streams ; 
But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 
With sails and wind their cany waggons light i* 
80, on this windy sea of land, the Fiend 
Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 
Alone, for other creature in this place, 
Living or lifeless, to be found was none ; 
•None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aerial vapours flew 
Of all things transitory and vain, when sin . 
Wit& vanity had fill'd the woi^s of men : 
Both all things vain, and all who on vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 
Or happiness in this or the other life ; 
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 
Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 
All the unaccomplished works of Nature's hand. 
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
Dissolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final dissolution, wander here ; 
Not in the neighbouring moon as some have dream 
Those argent fields more likely habitants, ' 

Translated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt the angelical and human kind. 
Hither of ill join'd sons and daughters bom 
First from the ancient world those giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd : * 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
OfSennaar, and still with vain d«a\^^ 
t^ew JBabelsi had they ^\iei«m\!)E»^)^^'<^>»^^* 



W^t^^ PARADISE LOST. OT 

OVher* eune iingte ; he who, to be tleem'd 
A God, ipap'd ft.i,dly into JEbrn flumes, 479 

Kdpedoolea ; und he whu^ to Dajoy 
Fkla'a EtyBiiim, leup'd iota the sea, 
ClaofflbrotUH ; and many moie too long, 
£taibrjoB, and idiots, eremites, and friars 
White, black, and gray, with all their trampery ^75 
Here pilgrima roiini, tliat atray'd bo far lo Keek 
In Gdgotho, iiLn dead who lives in Hesvan ; 
And thoj wiio, to bo auio of Paradise, 
Dying, put on llie weeds of Dominic, 
Ot in Franciscan think to pass disguised ; 480 

They pass tlie pluiela seven, and pass the Ex'd, 
And that eryrtolline sphere whole balance woigha 
The trepidation talk'd, and that flrst moved; 
And DOW Saint Puler at Ileavon'B wicket seemi 
To mit them with hie keya, and now at foot iSi 

Of Heaven's ascent they liA their feet, whcnio 
A violent crosa-wind from oitlier coast 
BlowH them trnjisvers©, ton thousand leagues awry 
Into the dciioUB air -. Tlien might ye see 
Cowti, hoods, and liabits, with their weacors, losc'd 
And flntler'd into raga ; then rehqnea, beads, 491 

Indttlgenees, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 
The sport, of vrinds : All these, up-wliirl*d aloft, 
Fly o'er the backside of tho world far off 
Into a Limbo large and broad, since caird 49.( 

The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 
liOag aRer, now unpeopled and unlrod. 
AH tbia dark globe tho Fiend fonnd oa he pasa'd, 
And long ho wander'd, till at last a gleam 
Of dawning light turn'd thitberwaid in boate 500 

Hi* travel'd steps : far distant he descries 
A«!onding by degrees magnificent 
"- •" 'he wall of Heaven a structure liigh ; 
whereof, bat far more rich, ap^u'd. 

ae oft kbgly palacB-ga.te, V9 

^iocB of diBmand and goldi 
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Smbellish'd ; thick with sparkling orient genu 
The portal shone, inimitable on earth 
By model, or by shading pencil drawn. 
The stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 
Angels ascending and descending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 
To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz 
Dreaming by night under the open sky, 
And' waking cried, This is the gate of Heaven. 
Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 
There always, but drawn up to Heaven siMnetimei 
Viewless ; and underneath a bright sea flowed 
Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, sailing arrived 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Wrapp'd in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 
The stairs were then let down, whether*to dftrcr 
The Fiend by easy ascent, or aggravate 
His sad exclusion- from the doors of bliss : 
Direct against which open'd from beneath. 
Just o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 
A passage down to the Earth, a passage wide, 
Wider by far than that of aftertimes 
Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, ' 
Over the Promised Land to God so dear ; 
By which to visit oft tliose happy tfibes, 
On high behests liis Angels to and fro 
Pass'd frequent, and liiscye with choice regard 
From Paneas, the fouAt of Jordan's flood. 
To Beersaba where the Holy Land 
Borders on Egypt and the Arabian shore ; 
So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were i 
To darkness, such as bound the ocean wave 
Satan from hence, now on the lower stair. 
That scaled by steps of gold to Heaven-gate, 
I^oks down with wonder at the sudden view 
Of all this world at once. As ytYv^h ^ «ii&o\^\, 
Through (iuk and desoxl wa.71^ V\xVi y^tCl ^^voa 
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bt, tiX last >7 break of cheerful dawn 645 

itiie brow of some high-climbing hill| 

to hii eye discovers unaware 

odly-pro^iect of some fotfBign land 

«&, or some renown'd metropdlis 

BMermg sptires and pinnacles adorned, $59 

now the rising sun gilds with his beams : 

robder seized, though after Heaven seen, 

drit malign, but much more envy seised, 

(t of all this world beheld so fair. ^.^^ 

he surveys (and well might, where he stood 

I above the circling canopy 566 

it'n extended shade,) from eastern point ^ 

ra to the fleecy star that bears 

leda far off Atlantic seas 

I the horizon ; then from pole to pole 500 

RTi in breadth, and without longer pause. 

rijfkH into the world's first regi<^ throws 

;ht precipitant, and winds with '(ttmA 

fi the pure marble air his oblique way 

St innumerable stars, that shone 565 

istant, but nigh hand seemed other worlds; 

sr Worlds they seem'd, or happy isles, ^ 

IO0S Hesperian gardens famed of old, 

ate fields, and groves, and flowery vales, 

happy isles ; but who dwelt happy there 570 

id not to inquire : Above them all ' 

>lden sun, in splendour likest Heaven, 

I his eye ; thither his course he bends 

^ the calm flrmameut (but up or down, - 

ire, or eccentric, hard to teU, 575 

^tude,) where the great luminary 

he vulgar constellations thick, 

rom his lordly eye keep distance due, 

ises light from far ; they, as they move 

itany dance in numbers that compute ^j^ 

monthM, and years, towards bis aW c\i««n&%\tfsc% 

Mft iheii vsrioos CQOtionP} QX w^ VocctC^ 
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bj his msgociie bcuni, that gently warmi 

Tlio oniTBraB, sjid to oach iuwird part 

With gentls ptinetrMioQ, (haugli unsDOn, 

Shootii inViiible virtue even to tho deep ) 

So ivoDdraual; wns got hia station bright. 

Their landa the Fiond, o iipot like which porhtpa. 

. Anlronomer in tlie sun's lucaot orb 
Through hia glazad optic tube yet never »a,w. 
Tho phice lie found hejond Bipreaeioii bright, 
Conipared with ought an ourth, metal or Btone ; 
Not oU pitrto liha, but all alihe infiirm'd 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, pari EPDm'd galil, part silrer clear; 

,If Etone, carhuncle raool or crysolito, 
Buby or topaz, to tlie twelfe tlial Bhono 
In Aaron's breaatj^te, and a atone bealdM- 
Imagined rather oft, than elsewhers aeen, 
That Btone, or like to that which here below. I 
Fhilonoplier* id vain bo long havs sought. 
In vain, though by their powerful art Ibey bind. 
Volatile Hermes, and^all up unbound 
In various shapes old Proteus from ths' aea, 
Drun'd Uirough a limbeck to hia native faiia. 
What wonder then if fields and regions her* 
Breathe forth e.'jiir pure, and rivers run 
FoTtable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Tho archcl^mic eun, so far from lis remoto, 
Produces, with terrestrial humour mii'd, 
Jlore in the dark so many precious things 
Of colour glorious antl efToct eo rare ? 
Hero matter new to gaie Ihe Devil met 
tiudaizled ; far and wide hia eye commanda , , , 
Vur sight no obstacle found here, nor shadS) 
But all sunshine, as when his beuna at noon 
Cukainate from the equatqr, as they now , 

Shot upward still direct, whence no way loiuid ^ 
"w from body opaqu* oBiv Mi, »i«iUi» ait, . 
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^OCJtJects distant Ti;, trlierob; he soon 

■to within ken a glorious Angel stanil, 

Tm lama wham John saw ulio in tlic eiin : 

ftlnck was tum'd, but not bia brightness hid ; 

ffbeiming^ annnylijB i golden tlar 692 

Cnled hie he:td, nor less hiH locks bohind 

UDitnauB on his ahouldors fledge with wings 

Svtving round ; on »)nie great chuga omploj 
»em"d, or fii'd in cogitation deep. 
||W ms the Spirit impore, as now in hope C30 

^tj^ *'''° might direct his wimdering Sigiit 
^nndisc, the happy seat or I^lan, 
Hi journey's -end and oar bBgituiing woe. 
Bit flrH he oiuls to c1iQ.iigo his proper Bhapo, 
Which else rhight work him danget or delay : C33 
And now astripling Chgj^b he appears, 
NolofthB prime, yet rich aa in his face 
Tonth smiled celestial, and to every limb 
Sailable grace diiTuaed, so well hd fuign'd : 
Doder a coronet his flowing hair C49 

lacarla on eitlier check play'd ; wings he wore 
Wioany a colnur'd plnme, sprinkled with go^d; 
Hilhsbit fit for speed succinct, and held 
BtAre bis decent steps a silver wand, 
Jidnw not nigh nnlieard ; tha Angel bright, MB 
•hlw drew nigh, his radiant visage tum'd, 
■ '''^boBi'h'd by his ear, and Eiriight was known 
' '%ArchangclUriel, one of the seven 

"ho in God's presence, nearest to his throne, 
Stand candy at commtnd, and are his eyes G50 

%a. ran through all the Heavens, or down totha Earth 
sttr bis BH'itl errands over moist and dry, 
0^ sea nad land : him Satan thus accosts : 

Uriel, fir Ihon of Ihosa seven Spirits that Mand 

*- -■-■-- if God's high throne, glorinnsly bright, 655 

irt wont hia great autheniic. vfiU, 

cbiougb highest Henven to bfmg. 

ii» tons Ifiy embassy altend V 
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Andhet* krt likaliett by supreme deore* 

Like honour to obUin, and tf hii eys , CM 

To vudt oft this new creatm round ; 

Unspeakable desire to see.and know 

An these his wondrous worics, but oUo^f ^i^^^ 

His chief delight and fitvonr, him fiir whom 

All these his works so wondrous he ordain^d^ 

Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim 

Alone thus wandering. Brightest Beraph, teO ■ ''^ 

In which of all these shining orbs hath Man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none^ 

But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell; . 

That I may find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold, 

On whom the great Creator hath bestowed 

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces poiir*d; 

That both in him and .all things, as is meet. 

The universal ftaker we may praise ; - > ' t>^ 

Who justly hath drire^ out his rebel foes 

To deepest Hell, and, to repair that loss, - ■ 

Created this new happy race of Men 

To serve him better : Wise are all his ways. flft 

So spake the ftlse dissembler unperceived; 
For neither Man nor Angels can discern ' S 

Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone, . ^ " 

By his permissive wiD, through Heaven and Earth 
And oft, though Wisdom wake, Suspicion sleeps 
At Wisdom's gate, and to Simplicity -^ 

Resigns her charge, while Goodness thinks no iQ 
Where no ill iseems ; which now for once beguiM ;.lp{ 
Uriel, though regent of the sun, and held M|i 

The shirpest sighted Spirit of all in Heaven; 
Who to tiie firaudulent impostor foul, ' 

In his uprightness, answer thus retum'd : 

Tut Angel| thy desire, which tends to know 
i** '"'Qody therein to glorify §fi 

■miri k«di W 1M> v^vsMA ^ ^^; 
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That reaches blames but rather merits praise 

The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 

Trcm thy empyreal mansion thus alone, 

To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps, 700 

Contented with report, hear only in Heaven : 

For wooderfol indeed are all his works, 

Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 

Had in remembrance always with delight > 

But what creative mind can comprehend 705 

Their number, or the wisdom infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep 

I saw when at his word the formless mass, 

This world's material mould, came to a heap : 

Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710 

Stood ruled, stood vast infinitude confined ; 

Till at his second bidding darkness fled, 

Lfight shone, and order from disorder sprung : 

Swifl to their several quarters hasted then 

The cumbrous elements, earth, Hood, air, fire ; 715 

And this cthcrial quintessence of Heaven 

Flew upward, spirtted with various forms, 

That roird orbicular, and turn'd to stars 

Numberless, as thou secst, and how they move. 

Each had his place appointed, each his course ; 720 

The rest in circuit walls this universe. 

Look downward on that globe, whose hither side 

With light from hence, though but reflected, shines ; 

That place is Earth, the seat of Man ; that light 

His day, which else, as the other hemisphere, 725 

Night would invade; but there the neighbouring moon 

(So call that opposite fair star) her aid 

Timely interposes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, still renewing, through mid Heaven, 

yflih borrowed light her countenance triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to enlighten the Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the nighX. 

That epot, to which I point, is PaxadiM) 
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Adtm'0 abode > thoM lofty Bhades, his iMwdr. 

Thy waj thou canst not misB, me mine require!. 736 

Thus said, he turn'd ; and Satan, bowing low, 
As to Superior Spirits is wont in Heaven, 
"Where honour due and reverence none negleets. 
Took leave, and toward the coast of earth bensatfai 
JOown from the ecliptic^ qied with hoped saooeM| TIK 
'*frhBows his steep flight in many ac aery wheel ; 
Kor jtftid, till on Niphates* top he lights. 
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BOOK IV. 



-^Usa, wtm tn.piaipect of Edmi, and nigh tht blue wImta Im must 
riwar wMtmjk thB bold enterprise wbioft ne vndertook alone 
igif— I Ckidaad Man, filla into manjr doobtt with hiimolf, and 
■Muy nuaionjh fear, envy, and despair ; (rat at length eonfirnu 
UmmT in evil ; journevs on to Faradise, whose outward pros- 
pKt and sitmtlon are described ;- overleaps the boonds ; sits in 
tlw ikape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as highMt ii the gar- 
des, to look about hini. Tho garden described: Sataa'k lirst 
■ifht of Adam and Eve; his wonder at their exceltont form and 
jH^ypfirtate, bat with resolution to work their faU ; overhears their 
thence gathers that the tree of knowledge was for- 
■i to eat of, under penalty of death *, and thereon in- 
to Ibond his temptation by seducing thorn to transgress : 
liaTes them awhile to know further of their state by some 
aMins. Meanwhile Uriel descending an a sunbeam warns 
CMbriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise, that some evil 
Mrit Mi escaped the deep, and passed at noon by his sphere in 
tmainM of a good Angel down to Paradise, discovered af^cr by 
Ue farloiis gestures on the mount. Gabriel promises to find him 
•n Bornin^. Night coming on, Adam aim Eva discourse of 
gpiag to their rest : Their bower described ; their evaniii^ wor- 
5l^ OabrieJ, drawing forth his bands of nijriit-vatQh to walk 
tke roQDd of Paradise, ajppoints two strong Angels to Adam^s 
bwer* Jest the evil Spint should be there doing some harm to 
AiUB or Eve sleeping : there they find him at the ear' of Eve, 
4eM|pliBf her in a dreans, and bring him, though unwilling, to 
fiUfiel : by whom questioned, he scornfully answers ; i»e]>aros 
-—'-' ; but, hindered by a sign from Heaven, flies out of Fa- 



O fOB that warning voice, which he who saw 
The Apocalypse, heard cry in Heaven alood. 
Then when the Dragon, put to second rout, 
Game furious down to be revenged on men, 
nVe to the inhahitanis on earth ! that now, 5 

While time was, our first parents had been wam'd 
The coming of their secret foe, and scaped— 
Haply 80 scaped his mortal snare : For now. 
Ctetan, BOW first inflamed with rage, came down, 
The tenipter ere' the accuser of mankind, ■ 10 

To wnak on innoceftt flail Man his loss 
Of thit first battle, and his flight to Hell : 
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Vet. not rcJDiciiig in his speed, though bold 

Fax oir &nd fearless, nor with cause to boast, 

Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 15 

Now rolling boils in his tumultuous breast. 

And like a devilish engine back recoils 

Upon liimsolf ; horror and doubt distract 

His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stijf 

The Hell within him ; for within him Hell S9 

He brings, and round about him. nor from Hell 

One stop, no more tlian from himself, can fly 

]^y change of place : Now conscience wakes despidr 

That slumbered ; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what ho was, what is, and what must bo .8S 

"VVorso ; of worse deeds worse sufferings must eniiM. 

Sometimes tov/aids Eden, which now in his view 

Lay pleasant, his ^rrieved look he fixed sad ; 

^metimes towards Heaven, and the full-blaaing miii 

Wliich now sat Iiigh in his meridian tower : 30 

Then, much revolving, thus in sighs began : 

O thou, that, with surpassing glory crown 'd, 
Look*6t from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of tliis now world *■ at whose sight all the stars 
Hide thnir diniini^h'd heads ; to thee I call, X 

Hut with no friendly voice, and add thy namCi 

Sun ! to tell thcc how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to luy rcmombrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 

Till i)ride and worse ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heaven ngainst Heaven's matchleaB Kii^^t 

Ah, v.'hcrefore ! he deserved no such return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

In that bright eminence, and with his good 

Upbraided none ; nor was Iiis service hard. ^ 

What could bo loss than to afford him praise, 

The easiest recompense, and pay him thauksi 

How due ! yet all his good proved ill in me, •, 

And wrought but maVice *, WfledM^ «o high 

I *5dain'd subjecljon, and ih&\^^\\\. on^ ^«^\3^!^ji&Ki ^ 
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Would flet na highest, and in a mcmienl quit 
*Om Mat immmiaw ef endleaa gaJdtodif 
gbbnrdouKime itill paying, still to owe : 
llagetfal what from him I stiU received, 
Aad tiiidenk>od not that a grateftd mind 55 

Br owing owes not, but still pays^ at -once 
IftfAMi and discharged *, what boxden then ? 
0^ ]h4 1*^ powerful destiny ordain'd 
]|b KMne inferifxr Angel, I had stood 

happy ; no unbounded hope had raised 60 

! Yet why not ? some other Power 
As great might have aspired, and me, though mean, 
Dmnm to his part ; but' other Powers as great 
Ml nfli, but stand mishaken, from within 
Of ftoBi Without, to aU temptations arm'd. C5 

HMit thou the same f^ee will and power to stand ? 
ISwB hadst : whom hast thou then or what to accuse, 
But Heayen*8 free love dealt equally to all ? 
Be then his love accursed, since love or hate, 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Naj, cursed be thou ', since against his thy will 
Ghoee freely what it now so justly rues. 
Jle miserable ! which way shall I fly 
Inii^le wrath and infinite despair ? 
Which way I fly is Hell; myself am Hell ; 75 

Aad» in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
StiU thieatning to devour me opens wide, 
To which the Hell I sufier seems a Heaven. 
Of then, at last relent : Is there no place 
Ijifk £og[ repentance, none for pardon lefl ? 80 

Jfme left but by submission ; and that word 
IMedsin forbids me, and my dread of shame 
jlpmng the Spirits beneath, whom I seduced 
I With other promises and other vaunts 

to submit, boasting I could subdue 85 

Omnipotent. Ah me ! they little know 
How detrly I abide that boast so vain, 
wate wkai tormenti inwaxdly I groan, 
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^Miile the J adore me on the throne of HoU. 

With diadem and sceptre high advanced, 90 

The lower still I fell, only supreme 

In misery : Such joy ambition finds. 

But say I could repent, and could obtain, 

Ity act of grace, my former state ; how soon 

M'ould height rocal high thoughts, how soon unsay 95 

"What feigned submission svrore ? Lase would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can true rcconcilonient grow, 

VTicre wounds of deadU' hate have pierced so deep : 

Vhioh would but lead me to a worse rolapso lOQ 

And heavier fall *, so should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought with double smart. 

This knows mv Punisher ; therefore as far 

From granting he, as J[ from begging, peace ; 

All hope excluded thus, beliold, in stead 105 

C>f us outcast, exiled, his now delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewell, hope ; and wilh hope farev.ell, fear; 

Farewell, remorse! all good to mc is lost: 

Evil, be thou my goud ; by lh?e at least 110 

Divided empire with Heaven's King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps vill rciirn ; 

As Man, ere long, and this new world phall know. 

Thus while ho s])pke. each passion dinim'd his fttce 
Thrice changed wiih pale, ire, envy, and despair j 115 
"Which marr'd his borrov^'d visage, and betray d 
Him coimterfcit, if any eye beheld. 
For heavenly minds from such distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof lie soon awaro, 
Each perturbation smooth -J with outward c.ilm, 1.20 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under saintly show, 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge ; 
Yet not enough had practised to deceive 
Uriel once warn'd ; whose eye pursued him down 125 
The way he went, and on the Assyrian mount 
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kiluD diififared, more than could be&l 
Wtqf bq>p^ aort : His gastqres fiere« 
l^jMrk'd and mad demeuumr, then akme7 
«k n^poeed, all unobserved, nnaeen. 130 

mm he fiure% and to the border oomee 
ttBden, where deliqiooe Paradia|| 
fcr aearer» erowns with her enoloenre green, 
ik with a rural mound, the champaign head • 
w a fteep wilderness, wlioee hairy sides 135 

Wbh thicket overgrown^ grotesque and wild, 
y <teHi denied ; and overhead up grew 
hmjiurable height of lofliest shade, 
Gijnr, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A slvan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend 140 

flbi^t above shade, a woody theatre 
Of ftaieliest view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdnous wall of Paradise up sprung : 
Wlneh.to our general sire gave prospect large 
Into his nethcjr empire neighbouring round. 14& 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit, 
BkMeoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
Appeared, with gay enameVd colours mix'd ; * 
On which the sun more glad impressed his beams 150 
Than bn fiur evening cloud or humid bow, 
"When God hath show^r*d the earth ; so lovely seem'd 
That landscape : and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All aadness but despair : Now. gentle gales, 
Faaning their odoriferous wings, dispense 
Native peifumes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 
Biiyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pass'd 160 
Mozambic, off at sea nortb-eaet winds yUgM: 
Sabeaa odourU from the ijncy ahore '"' '^^*- • 
Of Araby the bless'd ; with such delay 
'WeBpleiieed they slack their conrao, and manf a league 
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Cheer 'd with the gn»iM nneU.old Ocean smiles 
80 entertain'd thoee odorous swoets the Hend, 
Who came their bane ; though withthembetterpk 
Tlian Asmodeus with the Bshj finne 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from liie spot 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent 
From Media post to Egypt, there fast bound. 
Now to the ascent of that steep savage hill 
Batan had joumey'd on, pensive and slow ; 
But Airther way found none, so thick entwined, 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 
Of shrubs and tangling buriies had perplez'd 
All path of man or beast that pass'd that way. 
One gate thero only was, and that lOok'd east 
On the other side : which when the archfelon saw 
Due entrance he disdain'd : and, in contempt, 
At one slight bound high overloap'd all bound 
Of hill or highest wall, and sheer within 
Lights on his feet. .'As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to seek now haunt for prey, 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure, 
Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold : 
Or as a thief, bent to unheard the cash 
Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors, 
Gross-barr'd.and bolted fast, fear no assault. 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
60 domb this first grand thief into 6od*s fold ; 
80 since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life. 
The middl(\tree and highest there that grew, 
Sat like a cormorant ', yet not true life 
Thereby regained, but sat devising death 
To them who lived ; nor on the virtue thought ' 
Of that lifegiving plant, iMit-enly used 
For prospeety what well fised had been the pledge 
Of immortality. So little knows 
A&T; bttt Ood alone, to value right 
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^Ifood before him^ but perverts best things 

'ftvurst abuse or to their metipest use. 

l^tdk him with new wonHer now he views, 205 

l^iD delight of human sense exposed, 

jl^aurow room, JNfature's whole wealth, yea mofo^ 

ABmeBi on Earth : For blissful Paradise ' 

QTGed the garden was, by him in the east 

Of Kden planted ; Eden stretch'd her line 210 

I^ Aoran eastward to the royal towers 

Of groat Seleucia, built by Grecian kings, 

Or where the sons of Eden long before 

Bvsit in Telassar : In this pleasant soil 

Bbfiur more pleasant garden God ordain'd> 215 

Oat of the fertile ground he caused to grow 

All trees of noblest kind for sight, smoU, taste , 

Aad all amid them stood the tree of life, 

ffigh eminent, blooming ambrosial firuit 

Of vegetable gold ; and next to life, 220 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew fiust l^, 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 

Southward through Eden went a river large, 

Nor changed his course, but through the shaggy hill 

PlM'd underneath ingulf 'd; for God had thrown 225 

That mountain as his garden mound high raised 

Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly thirst updrawn, 

Hose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 

Water'd the garden ', thence united &11 230 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood, 

Which from his darksome passage now appears, 

And nowy divided into four main streams, 

&nn8 diverse, wandering many a iSunous realm 

And country, wherepf here needs no account ; 235 

Bui rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 

How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks, 

RoTling on orient pearl and sands of gold, ■ 

With maacy error un^ejr percent shades 

Ran nectar, visiting eaoh plant, and fed 240 
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Flowert vorthy of Paradise, which not nice Art - 

In bedfl and corioiui knots, but Natare boon 

Poured forth proluse on hXtL, and dale, and plain, 

'Both where the morning sun first wiurmly smote 

The open field, and where the unpierced shade MUff 

Imbrown'd the noontide bowers : Thus was this plaM 

A happy rural seat of various view ', 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balmy' 

Others whose fruit, bumish*d with golden rind, 

Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, 950 - 

If true, here only, and of delicious taste : 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Chmzing the tender herb, were interposed, ^ 

Or palmy hillock ; or the flowery lap 

Of some irriguoas valley spread her store, USH 

Floifers of all hue, and without thorn the rose : 

Another side, umbrageous grots and caves ^ 

Of eool recess, o'er which the mantling vine ' 

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 

Luxuriant ; meanwhile murmuring waters fall S60 

Down the slope hills, dispersed, or in a lake, 

That to the flringod bank with m3rrtle crown 'd 

Her crystal mirror holds, unite their breams. 

The birds their choir apply; airs, vernal airs. 

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune . fl65 

The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, 

Led on the eternal Spring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flowers. 

Herself a fairy flower, by gloomy Dis 990' 

Was gathered, which cost Ceres all that pain 

To seek her through the world ; nor that sweet gtov^': 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and the inspired ^p ■ 

Castalian spring might with this Paradise ''/' .• 

Of Eden strive ; nor that Nyseian isle ^^^^t- 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, , yy. 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, . ' ^ 

md Aoialtheai and her florid son •'*'' 
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lus, from his stepdame Rhea's eye ; 

bossin kings their issue guard, 990 

a, though this hy some supposed 

e under the Ethiop line 

id, enclosed with shining rock, 

s journey high, but wide remote 

Syrian garden ; where the Fiend 285 

hted, all delight, all kind 

atures, new to sight, and strange. 

3bler shape, erect and tall, 

t, with native honour clad 

esty, seem'd lords of all : 896 

)cem'd ; for in their looks divine 

r their glorious Maker shone, 

m, sanctitude severe and pore 

in true filial freedom placed,) 

authority in men ; though both 296 

their sex not equal seem'd ; 

ation ho and valour form'd ; 

3ho and sweet attractive grace } 

>nly , she for God in him : — - 

s front and eye sublime declared 90O 

I ; and hyacinthine locks 

liis parted forelock manly hung 

ut not beneath his shoulders broad : 

1, down to the slender waist 

od golden tresses wore 905 

ut in wanton ringlets waved 

:urls her tendrils, which implied 

ut required with gentle sway, 

aelded, by him best received ; 

coy submission, modest pride, 310 

eluctant, amorous delay, 
^terious parts were then conceal'd ; 
t guilty shame, dishonest shame 
7orks, honour dishonourable, 
m have ye troubled all mankind 315 

uistead, mere shows of sefiniiig pare> 
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And banish'd from niiiD'B lifo his lisppieit liG 
Siinplicitj and BpottcBa iunocciiCB ! 
So pasa'd (hey nuked o[i,^<v ehunn'd the Big 
or God m Angel ; for they thought no ill : 
So banJ in hund they paes'd, the lovlieat puL 
That ever ainco in lovo'a einbracoa met; 
Adam tlie goodliest jnan of men sinco bora 
His Bona, the fiiircal of her daughters Eva. 
Under a. tuft of ahade that on a green 
Stood whispering Ball, by a frcsli fountain aii 

Of their Bwoot i;urdcnjng labour than suflicn 
To recommend cocl Zrphyr, and made ease 
More easy, wholesome tliiret mid apjietite 
More grateful, to tlioir Biippor fruits they fol] 
Nectarine fruitB which ttio compliant boughi 
Yielded them, sidolong as tiioj sat recline 
On tlio BoH <loK-ny bank dainask'd with flowe 
Tlie savoury pulp (hey chew, a^id in the rind 
Still sa they thirsted, scoop tliB brimming >tr 
Nor gentle purpoao, nor endearing smiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, aa beaeemB 
Fair couple, linked in bappy nuptial Icaj^uv, 
Alone SB they. About them frisking ptey'd 
All beast! of the earth, ainco wild, and of all 
In wood or wilderneas, forest or den ; 
Bporting the lion ramp'd, and in kia paw, 
Uandlod the hid ; bears, tigers, ouncea, pardu 
GamboFd before ihem ; the unwieldy elephu 
To make them mirth, used all his mi^fht, and 
His lithe proboacie; close the serpeikt BI7, 
Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
Hie braiilod train, and of hia fatal guilo 1 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on ijie graaa 
Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture gazing K 
Or bedward ruminating ; for tlic sun, 
Declined, was hasting now with prone career 
To the ocean iries. aud b the ascending uale 
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B •tan tiuit usher erwung rose : 956 

itiU in gixe, ts firrt lie hood, 

i length feil'fl'^^peeeh reeorer'd sad : 

wt do mine eyes wHh grief behold ! 

, of bliss thus high adraneed 

Kthelr mould, earth-bora perhaps, 990 

Bt ta heavenly Spirits bright 

- : whom my thooghts parsne 

and eoold love, so Ihr^j dunes 
e resemblance, and sueh gia^ 
t fbrm'd them on their shape hath poar*d. 
air, ye little think how ni^ 8W 

approaches, when all these deligliUi 
ind deliver ye to woe ; 
B more yoa taste is now of joy ; 
vt so happy ill secured 97D 

nue, and this high seat y<nx Heaven 
Heaven to keep out each a foe 
er'd ; yet no purposed foe 
a I could pity thusibrlorn, 
)itied : League with yon I seek, 87$ 
unity, so straight, so close, 
^ou must dwell, or yen^vjUh n|e ' «: 
my dwelling haply may not plea^i jt/!i^ 

Paradise, yonr sense ; vj|^»^ f .- " 
Maker*s Work; he gave ttAW^y 380 
reely give : Hell shall ini&ld|.. 
yon two, her widest galea, 
th all her kings ; there will be room, 
B narrow limits, to conceive ',v ^. 

•ns ofibpring ; if no better plHe, ^IV 
rho pots me loath to this revenge ^ 

wnng me not fyt him who wrong'd. 

at yonr harmless innocence 
, yet pnblie maon jnst, 
empire with revenge eqjlarged, 390 

ig tUe new world, compel me mm 
lise, ihoogh damnM, I should al^c^ 
8 
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So spake the Fiend, and with necessity, 
The tyrant's plea; excused his devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 3d5 

Down he alights among the sportfol herd 
Of those foor-footed kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape served best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and, unespied, 
To mark what of their state he more might learn, 400 
By word or action mark'd : About them round 
A lion now he stalks with fiery glare ; 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath spied 
In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
Straight couches close, then, rising, changes oft 405 
His couchant watch, as one chose his ground, 
Whence rushing, he might surest seize them both, 
Griped in each paw : when Adam, first of men, 
To fb-st of women, Eve, thus moving speech, 
Tnfn'd him, all ear to hear new utterance flow : 410 

Sole partner and sole part of all these joys, ^ 

Dearer thyself than allj needs must the Power 
That made us, and for us this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite ; 415 

That raised us from the dust, and placed us here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing itterited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need ; he who requires 
From us no other service than to keep 4dO 

This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life : 
So near grows death to life, whatever death is, 4S6 
Some dreadful thing no doubt ; for well thou know'st 
irod hath pronounced it death to taste that tree. 
The only sign of our obedience left, 
Among 80 many signs of power and rule 
Conferred upon us, and dominioii gWetw 
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Orar aU other etetinrw that poasesa 
Bsrtb, ail, and se>. Then l«t m not think hwrd 
One etaj prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave so large to all thinjp else, and choice 
Unlimiledofmuiifold delights: ' 435 

But let ua ever praise him, and extol 
Bis bounty, following our dolightful task. 
To prune these growing plaiita anil tend these flowett, 
■Which were it toilBome, yet with thee were aweet. 

To whom thus Evp replied ; O thou for irhom 440 
And from whom 1 was fbrm'd, fleeh of thy flesh. 
And withont whom am to no end, my guide 
And head ! whnt thou hast aud is juat and right. 
For we to him indeed «.1\ pruseii owo 
And daily thanks j I chiefly, who enjoy 44S 

So for the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by bo much oddo, while thou 
Like ooosorl to thyarJf cEuiet no where find. 
That day I oft remember, whon from aleep 
I firet awaked, antt found myself reposed 450 

Under a slnde on flow ei%, much wocderinK where 
And what I was, ^ftce thither brought and bow. 
Not distant far fr^Rnence a murmuring soond 
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmoved 4G5 

Pure as the expanse of Heaven ; I tliither went 
With unciperieuced thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another aky. 
Aa I bent down to look, just opposite 460 

A shape within the watery gleam appear'd, 
■Bending tn look on me : I started back ; 
It atarled back : but pleased I soon return'd ; 
Plouced it return'd as soon with answering looka 
Of sympathy and love : There'I had fii'd 4K 

Mine eyes till now, and pined with vain deute, 
IJad not a Toiee that wam'd me ; " Yn\».t Vhoa BW»^y 
tVitt then tbou jenrt, &ir Cr«atat«) ia tbjwtf ; 
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'With thee it came and goes : bat follow mo, 
And I will bring thee where no shadow, stays 
Thy coming*, and thy soft embraces, he 
Whose image thou art ; him thon shalt enjoy 
Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 
Multitudes like thyself, and thence be call'd 
Mother of human race." What could I do, 
But follow straight, invisibly thus led ? 
Till I espied thee, fair indeed and tall, . 
'Under a platane ; yet methought less fair 
Less winning soft, less amiably mild. 
Than that smooth watery image : back I tum*d ; 
Thou following criedst aloud, " Return, fair Eve ; 
Whom iliost thou ? whom thou fliest, of him thou 
His flesh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 
Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart, 
Substantial life, to have thee by my side 
Henceforth an individual solace dear ', 
Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee claim 
My other half:" With that thy gentle hand 
Seized mine : I pelded ; and from that time see 
How beauty is cxcell'd by man|Bknice, 
And wisdom, which alone is titl^air. 

So spake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unrcproved, 
And meek surrender, half embracing leaned 
On our first father ; half her swelling breast 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid : ho in delight, 
Both of her beauty and submissive charms. 
Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds 
That shed May flowers ; and press'd her matron 1 
With kisses pure : Aside the Devil turn'd 
For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them askance, and to himself thus plain'd : 
Sight hateful, sight tormenting \ \,Vi\x& ihfise tw( 
i^pamdised in one anothei'ft aTm«, 
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The hairier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 

Of blisB on blisB : whUe I to Hell am thrust, 

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire, 

Among our other, torments not the least, 510 

Still unfblfill'd with pain of longing pines. 

Tet let me not forget what I have gain'd 

From their own mouths : All is not theirs, it seems ; 

One fiital tree there stands, of knowledge call'd, 

Forbidden them to taste : Knowledge forbidden ! 515 

Su^icious, reasonless. JVhy should their Lord 

Envy them that ? Can it be sin to know .'' 

Can it be death ? And do they only stand 

By ignorance ? Is that their happy state. 

The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 520 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin ! hen&e I will excite their minds 

With more desire to know, and to reject 

£uvk>us commands, invented with design 

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 525 

Equal with Gods : aspiring to be such. 

They taste and die : What likelier can ensue ? 

But first with narrow search I must walk round 

This garden, and no corner leave unspied ; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 530 

Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by fountain side, 

Or in thick shade retired, from him to draw 

What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may, 

Yet happy pair } enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleasures, for long woes are to succeed ! 535 

So saying, his proud step he scornful turn'd, 
'But with sly circumspection, and began [roam. 

Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, his 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where Heaven ^ 

With earth and ocean meets^ the setting sun 540 

Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Levelled his evening rays : It was a xocVl 
Ofahbister; piled np the cloudS} 
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Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent 541^ 

Accessible from earth, one entrance high ; 

The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 

Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 

Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat, 

Chief of the angelic guards, awaiting night ; 86(1 

About him exercised heroic games 

The ^unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 

Celestial armory, shields, helms, and spears. 

Hung high with diamond flaming and with gold. 

Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 666k 

On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting star 

In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fired 

Impress the air, and shows the mariner 

From what point of his compass to beware 

Impetuous winds : Ho thus began in haste : SBb 

Gabriel, to thee thy course by lot hath given 
Charge and strict watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach or enter in. 
This day at height of noon came to my sphere 
A Spirit, zealous, as be seom'd, to know 56S 

More of the Almighty's works, and chiefly Man, 
God's latest image : I described Iiis way 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his aery gait ; 
But on the mount that lies from Eden north, 
Where he first lighted soon discern'd his looks 570 
Alien from Heaven, with passions foul obscured : 
Mine eye pursued him still, but under shade 
Lost sight of him : One of the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raiso 
Now troubles ; him thy care must b^ to find. 57S 

To whom tho winged warrior thus return'd : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight. 
Amid the sun's bright circle whore thou sitt'st 
See far and wide : In at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here placed, but such as come 580 

WoJJ kDown from Heaven *, and since meridian hour 
^o creature thence : If Spirit ot o\.\vw loit, 
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^ mindedi iiaTe o'erleap'd these eartUy bomidfl 
On purpoM, hud thoa know'si it to ezclnde 
SfHritiia] substance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of these walks, 
lit whatsoeyer shape he l^rk, of whom 
Thou tell'st,' bj morrow dawmng I diall know. 

80 promised he : and Uriel to his chaxfe 
Betnm'd/m that bright beam, whose pcnut now raised 
Bore him slope downward to the sun now ftUen 591 
Baneath the Azores ; whether the |»ime orb, 
beredible how swift, had Ihither r«^'d 
IMomal ; or this less voliibte earth, 
By shorter flight to the east, had left him there, 595 
Arraying with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Nofw came still Evening on, and Twilight gray 
Bad in her sober liirery all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird, * 600 

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
8iie all night long her amorous descant song ; 
Silence was pleased : Now glow*d the firmament 
With living sapphires : Hesperus, that led 605 

The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon. 
Biting in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen unveil'd hat peerless Hght, 
J^ o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : Fair Consort, the hour 
Of night, and all things now retired to rest, 611 

Ifind us of like repose ; since God hath set 
liabour and rest, as day and night to men 
' Successive -, and the timely dew of sleep, 

Now ftliing with soft slumbrous weight, inclines 615 
i Our eyelids : Other creatures all day long 
Bove idle, unemployed, and less need rest ; 
JHta hath his daily work of body or nund 
Appointed, which dedfaures his dignity, 
ibdth* regard ofHwTeii on «B his ways; 630 
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While other anhnals inactive rangOi 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east 
With first approach of light, we must be risen, 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform 
Yon flowery arbours, yonder alleys grpen. 
Our walk at noon with branches overgrown, 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 
That lie bestrown, unsightly and unsmooth. 
Ask "riddance, if we mean to tread with case ; 
Meanwhile, as Nature wills, night bids us rest. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adorn'c 
My Author and Disposer what tliou bidd'st 
Unargued I obey : so God ordains : 
God is thy law, thou mine : To know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praise. 
With thee conversing, I forget all time j 
All seasons, and their change, all please alike. 
Sweet is the breath of Morn, her rising sweet, 
.With charm of earliest birds : pleasant the sun, 
When first on this delightful land«he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glistering with dew ; firagrant the fertile earth 
After sofl showers ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful Evening mild ; then silent Night, 
With this her solemn bird, and this fair moon, 
And those the gems of Heaven, her starry train : 
But neither breath of Morn, when she ascends 
With cliarm of earliest birds : nor rising sun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower. 
Glistering witli dew ; nor fragrance after showera 
Nor grateful evening mild ; nor silent Night, 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by moon, 
Or glittering starlight, without tlioe, is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long sliine these ? for wh< 
This glorious si;jht. when sleep hath shut &11 ©yet 
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To wliom our gmieral uMsestor replied : 
Dauf liter of God and Man, accompKflh'd Ere, 6G0 
TThese have their course to finish rotmd the earth, 
By morrow evening, and from hnd to land 
In order, though to nations yet tinhorn. 
Ministering light prepared, they set and rise ; 
lioet total Darkness dionld by night regain 6^ 

Her old possession, and ezting^oish life 
]n Naime and all things ; which these soft fires 
Hot only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of Tarions inflnence finoent and warm. 
Temper or nourish, or in part died down 670 

Their stellar virtne on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
peribction from the son's more potent ray. 
These then, though ohbeheld in deep of flight, 674 
Shine not in rain ; nor think, though men were none, 
That Heaven woold want spectators, Ood want praise 
Millions of spiritnal creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we deep ; 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night : How often from sleep . 660 

Of echoing hill or thicket have vra heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air, 
fMe, or responsive each \o othor's note, 
Singipg their great Creator ? oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 685 
With heavenly touch of instrumental sounds 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and hft our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talking, hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to their blissful bovrer : it was a place 600 

Chosen by the sovereign Planter, when he framed 
AU things to Man's delightful use : the roof 
Of thickest eovert was inwoven shade 
I^nrel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
or firm and ftagnuit leaf} on either side 605 
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Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub, 

Fenced up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower, 

Iris all hues, roses, and jessamine, 

Roar'd high their flourished heads between, and wrought 

Mosaic ; underfoot the violet, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider'd the ground, more coloured than with stone 

Of costliest emblem : Other creature here, 

Bird, beast, insect, or worm, durst enter none^ 

Such was their awe of Man. In shadier bower 706 

More sacred and sequestered, though but feign'd| 

Pan or Sylvanus never sliJpt, nor Nymph 

Nor Faunus haunted. Her^, in close recess. 

With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs, 

Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed : 710' 

And heavenly clioirs the hymcnoean sung, 

Wliat day the genial Angel to our sire 

Brought her in naked jt^eauty more adom'd. 

More lovejy, than Pandora, whom the Gods 

Endowed with all their gifts, and O ! too like 715- 

In sad event, when to the unwiscr son 

Of Japhct brought by Hermes, slie ensnared 

Mankind with her fair looks, to be avenged 

On him who had stolen Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus, at their shady lodge arrived, both stood, 720 
Both turn'd, and under open sky adored 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaven, 
Which thoy beheld, the moon's resplendent globe, 
And starry pole : Thou also raadest the night, 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day 725 

Whioh we, in our appointed work employ'd. 
Have finished, happy in our mutual help 
And nmtual love, the crown of all our bUss 
Ordaiu'd by thee ; and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 730 
Partakers, and uncropp'd falls to tlie ground. 
3ut thou hast promised from us two a race 
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To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 

Thy goodness mfinite, both when we wake 

And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep. 735 

This said nnanimpus, and other rites 
Obeerving none, but adoration pore 
"Which God likes best, into their inmost bower 
Handed they went ; and, eased the potting off 
These troublesome disguises which we wear, 740 
Straight side by side were laid > nor tum'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse, nor Eve the rites ' 
Mysterious of connubial love refused : 
l/IHiatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of parity, and place, and innocence, 745 

Defiuning as impure what God declares 
Fore, and commands to some, leaves free to alL 
Onr Maker bids increase > who bids abstain 
But our Destroyer, foe to God and Man ? 
Hail, wedded Love ! mysterious law, true source 750 
Of human ofispring, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common eb|9. 
By thee adulterous Lust was driven from men 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee, 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 755 

Halations dear, and all the charities 
Of ftther, son, and brother, first were known. 
Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 
Pflvpetual fijuntain of domestic sweets, 760 

Whose bed is undefiled and chaste pronounced, 
Fkiasent or past, as saints and patriarchs used. 
Here Love his gold^Mi shafts employs, here lights 
Hie constant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and. revels ; not in the bought smile 765 
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd, 
Cuoal fruition ; nor in court amours, 
Mz'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 
Or serenate, which the starved Uver sings 
To hif proixd fair, best quitted with disdain. 770 
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These, lull*d by nigfatingalef, embracing slept. 'i 

And on their i^Jrad. limbs the floweiy roof 
Shower 'd roses, whkJi tbs mocn repeir'd. Stooj^ mi^ ■ •^ 
Bliys'd pair ! and O ! yet hi^l^l^est, if ye seek , j^ 
No happier state, and know to know no moce. VM^ 

Now had night measured with her shadowy eatm- • 
Halfway i^» hill this rast subhmar Vaitft, V[^ 

And from their ivory pert the CheniUm, , vV' 

Forth issuing at the accnstom'd hour, stood esaiV '-^■■^ 
To their mght ti^ches in warlike parade ; 
When Gabriel to his next in power thns spake c 

Usziel, half these draw <3ff, and coast the eoolh r''' 
With strictest watch ; these other wheel the n«Ay / 
Car circuit meets lull west. As flame they port,' -^^ 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. ^^90 
From these ^fro strong and subtie'Spirits he eaU'A '• ^ 
That near hira stood, and gave them thus in tbatmjtf^ 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd ^eed „ *^^\ 

Search through this garden, leave unsean^'d'BO-i 
But chiefly where those two fiur ereaturee tod ly ^. 
Noi^ laid perhaps asleep, seenre of harm. 
This evening from the sun's decline antved. 
Who tells of some infernal Spirit seen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought 7) 
The bars t^HeU, on errand bad no dooht ; 
Such, where ye find, seise fut, and hither brini^. 

So saying, on he led his radiant files, 
Daszling the moon ; these to the bower direct 
In search of Whom they sought: Him there 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve, 
Amaying by his devilish art to resiih 
The organs of her fancy, and with them^finge 
lUosions, as he list, phantasms and dreams ( 
Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint 
The animal spirits that from pure blood arise - 
Like gentle breaths, from rivers pure, thenee 
At hast distempered, dkcontenled thoKni^hlbi^ 
Vun hopes, vain aime, tnox^&i».t« d»«!rai> 
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with high conceits ingendering pride, 
utent Itburiel with his spear 810 

g^htly ; for no falsehood can endure 
celestial temper, but returns 
» its own likeness : Up he starts 
and surprised. As when a spark 
1 heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

tun some magazine to store 
rumour'd war, the smutty grain, 
L'li blaze diifuscd, inflames the air ', 
up in his own shape the Fiend, 
id those two fair Angels, half amazed 820 
to behold the grisly king ; 
inmovod with fear, accost him soon : 
f those rebel Spirits adjudged to Hett 
311, escaped thy prison ? and, transform'dl, 
thou like an enemy in wait, 835 

king at the head of these that sleep ? 
3 not then, said Satan, fiird with scorn, 
lot me P ye knew me once no mate 
lere sitting where ye durst not soar : 
w me argues yourselves unknown, 83D' 

t of your throng ; or, if ye know, 
^e, and superfluous begin 
age, like to end as much in vain ? 
n thus Zephon, answering scorn with scorn : 
, revolted Spirit, thy shape the same, 835 
oish'd brightness to be known, 
bou stood'st in Heaven upright and pure ; 
' then, when thou no more wast good, 
irom thee ; and thou resemblest now 
id place of doom, obscure and foul. 840 

; for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
\o tent us, whose charge is to keep 
inviolable, and these from harm. 
B the Cherub : and his grave rebuke, 
youthful beauty, added grace 84!& 

V Abofh'd the Devil stood, 

\ 
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And felt how awful goodness is, juid saw 

Virtue in her sliajic Jiow^ lovely ; saw, and pined 

His loss; but chielly lo find here observed 

J lis lustre visibly inipair'd ; yet sccm'd 95fi 

Undaunted. If I must contend, said he, 

Best v/itli the best, the sender, not the sent, 

Or all at once ; more glory will bo won, 

Or less be lost. Thy fear, said Zpphou bold, 

Will save us trial what the least can do 655 

tSin^lo airainst thee wicked, and thenco.wcjik. 

The Fiend replied not, overcome with rage ; 
liut, like a proud steed reind, went haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb : To strive or fly 
lie held it vain ; awe from above h;id quell'd 8G0 

His heart, not else dismay 'd. Now drew thoy nigh 
The western ])oint, whore lliosc half-rounding guards 
Just met, and clo.'3i}i<| stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next commiuid. To whom their Chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud : 8C5 

O friends ! 1 hear tiic tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through tiio shade ; 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded splendour wan ; who by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour seems tlio Prince of Hell} 
Not likely to part hence without contest ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 

He scarce had ended, when those two approached, 
And brief related whom they bvought, wiiere found, 875 
How busied, in what form and posture couch'd. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake 
Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds proscribe 
To thy transgressions, and disturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve njt to transgress 88© 

By thy example, but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ'df it iecnis, to violate sleep, and thosa 
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To whom tlius Satan with c(Aitcmpluous brow : 885 
Oabriel ! thou hadst in Heaven tlio esteem of wipe, 
And such I held thee ; but this qucifition ask*d 
PutB me in doubt. Lives there who loTos his pain ? 
"Who would not, findinir way, break loose from Hell, 
Though thither doom'd.^ Thou wonldst thyself, no doubf, 
And boldly venture to what over place 891 

Furthest from pain, where thou mightst hope to change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought ; 
To thee no reason, who know 'si only good, 81*5 

But evil hast not tried : and wilt ()biect 
His will who boimd;$ us ? Lot him surer bar 
>Kb iron gates, if he intends our stay 
In that dnrk durance : thus much what was ask'd. 
TIic fcst is true, they foimd me where they say j fKK) 
But that imp]' 08 not violence or harm. 

Thus ho in scorn. The warlike Angel moved, 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus replied : 
O loss of one in Heaven to judge of wise IjL 

bince Siitan fell, whom folly overthrew, ijf);' 

And now returnH him from his prison scaped, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold thorn wise 
#)r not, wlio nsk wlint boldness bp.ni^rlit him hither 
Unlicensed from his bounds in Hell prescribed ; 
S'> wise he judges it to Hy from pain 010 

Mowever, and to sc.ipc his punishment ! 
fc^o judge th'iu still presumptuous I till the wrath, 
Which thou incurr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevcixl'old, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which tiinght thee yet no bettor. Hint no pain 013 
Cwi cqiuil anger inflnito i)rovoko<l. 
But whcreiVvre th»»u alone ? wherefore with thee 
€>>nie not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
IjCM pain, lem to be fled ; or thou than they 
liCM iiardy U* endure ? Couragctnia Ch\cV\ ^^ 

Tlie Bnt in flight from pain ! liadM. Wom aWc^f^A 
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To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 
Thou surely hadst not oome sole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus answer'd, frownini 
Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain» 
Insulting Angel ! well thou know*8t I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting voUied thunder made all speed, 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hard assays and ill successes pass'd 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untried : 
I, therefore, I alone first undertook 
To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
This new created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame b not silent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afilicted Powers 
To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; 
Tho^jgh for possession put to try once more 
WhiRhou and thy gay legions dare against ; 
Whose easier business were to serve their Lord 
High up in Heaven, with songs to hymn his th 
And practised distances to cringe, not fight. 
To whom the warrior Angel soon replied : 
To say and straight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy. 
Argues no leader but a liar traced, 
Satan, and couldst thou < faithfur add ? O nan 
O sacred name of faithfulness profaned! 
Faithful to whom .' to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 
Was tiiis your discipline and foitli engaged, 
Your military obedience, to dissolve 
Ailccriance to the acknowledged Power supromi 
Anil thou, sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seen 
Patron of liberty, who more thou thou 
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Once favrn'd, and cringed, and servilely adored 
Heaven's awful Monarch ? where fore, but in hope 9C0 
To dippoesoss him, and thyself to reigfn ? 
But mark what 1 aread thee now, A vaunt ! 
Fly thither whence thou fledst ! If from this hour 
Within tlicsc hallow'd limits thou nppear, 
Back to the' infernal pit I drag thee chain 'd, 965 

And seal thco so as henceforth not to scorn 
The facile gates of Hell too slit^htly barr'd. *;^.. 

So threatened he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, hut waxing more in rngo replied : 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 070 
Proad limitary Cherub ! but ero tii«^n 
Far hearior load thyself expect to feci 
From my prevailing arm, thongli Heaven's King 
Hide on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Used to the yoke, draw'st liis triumphant wheels 975 
In progress tJirough the road of Heaven star-paved. 

Wliile thus he spake, the angelic squadron bright 
Tum'd fiery red, sharpening in mooned horns . 
llicir phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as wlicn a field OSO 

Of Cores ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful ploughman doubling stands, 
I.est on the threshing-floor his Jiopcless sheaves 
Prove chaff. On the other side, Satan, alarm "d, 985 
Collecting all his might, dilated stood, 
Like Tencriff or Atlas, unrcmovod : 
His stature rencli'd the sky, and on liis crest 
Sat Horror pliunod ; nnr war.lcd in hi« yia^^p 
"What soi'in'd both spear and shioul : now dreadfnl dcods 
JNIight have enrfuo.d, nor onl}- Paradise l^-'l 

In this commotion, but *hv scarry copo 
Of Heaven pcrhnps. or all tho cleniouts 
At least had gono to wreck, disturb' d dvA \oxtv 
"With vioJenrc in thin conflict, had r.-A s-irNw ^^^ 

T!je J^tcmol. to provonf '-Tirh licrr.dl fiTv., 

9 
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Hung forth in Heaven his golden soalei . yet seen 
Betwixt Afltrea and tlie Scorpion sign, 
Wherein all things created first ho weigh'd, 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air 1000 
In counterpoise, now ponders all events, 
Battles and realms : in these he put two weights. 
The sequel each of parting and of fight : 
Tlie latter quick up flew and kick*d the beam ; 
Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the Fiend : 1005 
Satan, I know thy strength, and thou know'st mine; 
Neither our own, but given : what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample the(^ as mire : for proof look up, 1010 

And read thy lot in yon celestial sign ; [weaky 

Where thou art weighed, and shown how light, how 
If thou resist. The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
His mounted scale aloft : no more ; bnt fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the shades of night. 1015 



^ 



PARAmSE LOST. 
BOOK Y. 

Mominf approached, Ere relatat to Adam her troubleiomedi 61:11 . 
he likef it not, yet comforts her: Thov como furih to their Jrr 
laboun ; Their morning hymn at the door of their Imwer. Gu'd. 
to render man inoxcuuble, Mmda Raphael to admonish him of\n» 
obedience, of hin fr«^ estate, of his enemy near at hand, who lie 
if, and whvhis enemy, and whatever else may avail Adam tu 
know. Raphael comos oown to Paradine ; hii a^ipoarunce describ- 
ed; his eominf diwcernod by Adam afar nif siltinj,' at the door 
of Jrii hower ; he ^oes out to mcot him, brings him to bin lodnu, 
entertains him with tlie choicest <fruiU of ParadiHO got to;;ethcr 
bjr Eve; their discourse at table: Raphael iiorform:! his me.s»»<T>f, 
■undi Adam of his state and uf his enemy ; relates, at Adam's re- 
qneat. who that enemy is, and how bo came 10 be so, l)cgiiitnii<{ 
nron nls first revolt in Heaven, and the occasion thereof; Uow he 
draw hii legions after him to tho parts of the north, and tlicru in- 
cited them to rebel with him, persuading all but only Alid j;-!, u ^-• 
rmph, who in argument dissuades and opposes him,'then fursuked 
him. 

Mow Morn, her rosy steps in the* eastern clime 

Advancing, sow'd the earth iR^ith orient pe&rl, 

When Adam waked, so customed ; for his sleep 

Wat aery light, from pure digestion bred, 

And temperate vapours bland, which the' only sound ^ 

Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fun, 

Lightly dispersed, and the shrill matin song 

Of birds on every bough ; so much the mora 

His wonder was to find unwak^n'd Kvu 

With tresses discomposed, and glowing cheek, 3Q 

As through unquiet rest : he, on his sido 

Leaning lialf raised, witli looks of cordial love 

Hung over her enamour *d, and behold 

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep, 

Shot fortli peculiar graces ; then with voice lb 

Mild as when Zopliyrus on Flora breathes. 

Her hand soft touching, whisperVl thus : Awake, 

My fairest, my espoused, my latest found, 

Ileav(!B*fl Uni best gifY, my ever new delight ! 
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\u.'»!\'.' : :lic moiiiinir shlncp, ami the fresh field 20 
' Jiiis US ; \vc lose the prime, to mark how spiiiig 
<')iir tender plajitsi, how blows the citron grove, 
AVlirit drops the myrrli, and what the balmy reed, 
}low nature paintB her colours, how the bee 
fcjits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet. 5S 

Sur.h whispering waked her, but with s1art.lecl eye 
On Ad.j.m, whom embracing^ thus she spoke : 

O Kolc in whom my thoughts find all repose, 
My glory, my j)erfcction ! glad I see 
Thy face, and mom returned ; for I this night 30 

(Such night till tliis I never passed) have dream'dy 
Jf droam'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thoo, 
AVorks of day past, or morrow's next design,- 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irksome night : methonghtj tS 
< 'lose at mine car one call'd me forth to walk 
AVith gcntJo voice ; I thought it thino: it said, 
*' T\'hy slcep'st thou. Eve ? now is the pleasant tinw, 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the nighl-wsirbling bird, that now awake 40 

*runes Rwcotesf his love-laboiir'd song ; now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things ; in vain, 
If none regard ; Heaven walccs with all his eyciJ, 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature's desire ? 43 

In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze." 
T rose as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I directed tiicn my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pass'd through Ways 50 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowlcdfre : fair it soem'd, 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And, as I wond»iring look'd, beside it stood 
^^ne shaped and wing'd like one of tlia«^c from Iloavctn 
JRr us oft scnn ; his dewy locks distill'd 50 

A/nhr-ynifi : on fbit tree l.r ?.W ^r^v.cA-, 
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Andf " O fair plant/' said he, ^^ with fruit surchargoil, 
Deigns none to case thy load, and taste thy sweety 
Hor <jod| nor Man? Is knowledge so despised r 90 
Or envj, or what r^senre forbids to taste ? 
forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 
Longer thy offered good ; why else set here ?" 
This said, he paused not, but with venturous arm. 
fie pluck'd, he tasted ; me damp horror chill'd ^ 

At such bold words vouched with a deed so bold : 
But he thus, overjoyed : " O fruit divine. 
Sweet of thyself, but much more tweet thus cropped, 
Forbidden here, it seems, as only fit 
For Gods, yet able to make Gods of men 70 

And why not Gods of Men ; since good, the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows. 
The author ^ot imp^'d, but honour'd more ? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve ! 
Partake thou also : happy though thou art, 7« 

Happier thou mayst bo, worthier canst not be : 
Taste this, and be henceforth among the Godf 
Thyself a Goddess, not to earth confined, 
But sometimes in the air, as we, sometimes 
Ascend to Heaven, by merit thine, and see 80 

What life the Gods live there, and such live thou !" 
So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Even to my mouth of that same fruit held part 
Which he had plucked ; the pleasant savoury smell 
So quicken'd appetite, that I , methought, 8!> 

Could not but taste. Forthwitli up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outstretch'd immense, a prospect wide 
And various : wondering at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation ; suddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought sunk down 
And fell asleep ; but O, how glad I waked 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve hex tA^\ 
fijBlated, and thus Adam answet'd sad *. 
Begt hnage gfmyselfj wad d^az^T lia\£, 
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'J'fi»» {r«»ii1ile ofthy thoughts this? nijrht in rie^p 

XiTrct? nir pqii.illy ; nor can Ilike 

Vdis unr:outh dream, of evil sprung, I fear ; 

Tct evil whence ? in thee can harbour non#| 

Created pure. But know that in the soul 10d 

Are many lesser faculties, that aerve 

Reafion as chief; amon^ these Fancy next 

ilor oinoo holds; of all external' things, 

Whirh the five watchful senses represent, 

Slio forms imaginations, aery shapes, 105 

'^VIlich Reason, joining or disjoining, frames 

All wliat wc affirm or what deny, and call 

Our kncuvlodgo or opinion; then. retires 

Into hor private cell, wBcn nature rests. 

< )fl ill hor absence mimic Fancy wakes 110 

To imitate her ; but, misjoining shapes, 

Wild work produces ofl, and most in dreams ; 

fll inntrhiiig words and deeds long past or late. 

Snme Nurli resemblances, mcthinks, I find 

<')r(inr I.ist, evening's talk, in this thy dream, 115- 

Hni with }uld'ii*>n strange ; yo^ be not sad. 

tvil intr» the iniiul of God or Man 

ATi'.v I'.oiiiM 011(1 go. so unapjiroved, and leave 

.'V.» sjiol or blame beliiud : whirli gives mo hope 

'i h:it wliti in sk'cp thou didst abhor to dream t^ 

"'.V.iUinir th^ii ntivcr wilt consent to do. 

li«: not (lishsnrton'd then, nor cloud those looks^ 

'j'li.it w'-nt t.) bo m«)re cheerful and screno 

'I lum when fair morning first smiles on the world.; 

'V'hI let us to our fresh employments rise 195 

-Vinong the srrovcs, the fountains, and the flowers 

'fhak open now their choicest bosom 'd smells, 

Reyfirved from night, and kept for thee in store. 

So cheer'd he his fair, spouse, and she was cheer 'd : 
Rut silently a gentle tear let fait 130 

I'rom cither eye, ami wiped them with her hair; 
■?v.o oflirr prcr,iou3 drops that ready stood, 
.;'j'.'?j ill 'heir cry.^al yluice, he ere th^y firil ...* 
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Kisb'd, as tlie gracious signs of uwect reuiorsa 

And piouB awe, that fear'd to have otTondcd. lo"^ 

So all was clearHl, and to tlio fiold they haste. 
But first, from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of dayspring, and the sun, who, scarce u]jrisen, 
With wheels yet hovering o'er tlie ocean-brini, i 10 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 
Discovering in wide landscape all the east 
Of Faradi^ and Eden's happy plains ; 
Lowly tliey bow'd odoriug, and began 
Their orisons, each morning duly paid lii 

In various stylo ; for neitlicr various style 
Nor holy rapture wjinted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced, or suiig 
Unmeditate<i : such prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or umnerous verse, 1 "jO 
More tunable than needed lute or harp, 
To add more sweetness ; and they thus began : 

These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then I 155 
Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these heavens 
To U8 invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine 
Speak, ye who beet can tell, ye soiw of light, If^O 

Angels ', for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night, 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in Heaven. 
On Karth join, all ye creatures, to CAtid 
Him first, him last, liim midst, and without end. 1C5 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, 
]■£ bettor thou belong nut to the dawn, 
Snre pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere. 
While day ariiies, that sweet hour of prime. 170 

Thou Sun of ilii« great world both e}* and soul. 
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Acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise 
In thy eternal course, both when thou climb'st. 
And when high noon has gain'd, and when thou faH'tt. 
Moon, that now meet'st the orient sun, now fliost, 175 
With the fix'd Stars, fiz'd in their orb that flies ', 
And, ye five other wandering Fires, that move 
In mystic dance not without song, resound 
His praise, who ont of darkness calPd up light. 
Air, and, yc Elements, the eldest birth 180 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform } and mix 
And nourish all things ; let your ceaseless chtngv 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 
Tc Mists and Exhalations, that now rise 185 

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or gray, 
Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold, 
In honour to the world's great Author rise ; 
Whether to deck with clouds the uncolour*d sky, 
Or whet the thirsty earth with falling showers, 190 
RLjing or falling still advance his praise. 
His praise, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breuthc sof\ or loud ; and, wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every })lant, in sign of worship wave. 
Fountains, and yc that warble, as ye flow, 195 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls : Te Birds, 
That singing up to Heaven-gate ascend, 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise. 
Yo that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200 

The eartli, and stately tread or Jowly creep: 
Witness if I be silent, morn or even, 
To hill, or valley, fountain, or frrsli shade, 
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 
Hail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still 
To give us only good ; and if the night 
Have gather'd aught of evil, or conceal'd, 
jyisperse it, as now light dispels the dark ! 
JBo pray*d they innocent, anito lW\i \Vo\i«^* 
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^Pirm peace recover'd soon, and wonted calm. 210 

On to their morning's rural work thoy ha^tc, 

Among iweet dews and flowers ; where any row 

Of frnit traei over-woody reach'd too fir 

Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to cheek 

IVnideH embrocos : or they led the vme 315 

Xe wed her elm ; she, spousedy about him twines 

Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 

Her dower, tlie adopted clusters, to adorn 

His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 

With pity Heaven's high King, and to him call'd 220 

Kaphael, the sociable Spirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and secured 

His marriage with the seven-times wedded maiJ. 

Raphael, said he, thou heor'st what stir on Earth 
Satan, from Hell scaped through the darksome gulf, • 
Hath raised in Paradise ; and how distiu<b'd 220 

This night the human pair ', how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go, therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 230 
Thou find'st him from the heat of noon retired, 
To respite his day-labour with repast, 
Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on, 
As may advise him of his happy staf e. 
Happiness in his power left free to will, 235 

Left to his own free will, his will though free; 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
Ho swerve not, too secure : Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
Late fallen himself from Heaven, is plotting now 240 
The fall of others from like state of bliss ; 
By violence P no, for that shall be withstood ;' 
But by deceit and lies : This lot him know, 
Lest, wilfully transgressing, he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmoniidi'd, unforewarn'd. ^tAS» 

So spake the Eternal Father, and fu\^'OL 
AD justice : Nor delay'd the win^Hd BtuhV 
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After his ehargo received ; but from among 
Thousand celestial Ardours, where he stood 
Veil'd with Iiis gorgeous wings, upspringing light, 250 
Flew tlirough the midst of Heaven ; the angelic choiify 
On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all the empyreal road ; till, at the gate 
Of Heaven arrived, the gate self-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 95& 

Divine the sovereign Architect had framed. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposed, however small, he sees. 
Not unconform'd to other sliining globes, 
Eartli, and the garden of God, with cedars crowned 
Above all hills. As when by night the glass 961 

Of Galileo, less assured, observes 
Imagined lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot, from amidst the Cyclades 
Delns or Samos first appearing, kens 965 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone, in flight 
He speeds, and through this vast ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 970 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seeme 
A pheiiix, gazed by all as that sole bird. 
When, to enshrine his reli(iues in the Sun's 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 
At once on the eastern cliff of Paradise 97& 

lie lights, and to his proper shape returns, 
A seraph wing'd : Six wings he wore to shade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breast 
With regal ornament ! the middle pair 280 

Girt like a slarry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colours dipped in Heaven ; the third his feet 
JBhadow'd from either hee\ w\l\^ fe^lK^T'd mail, 
^^j-tinclured grain. Like M?tWft loivV^ iAjwA, ^0fk 
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And atkock hk plumes, that heayenlj fira^nuce fill'd 
The cirJBait wide. Straight knew him all the bands 
Of Angete:ander watch ; and to hut state 
Add to his messagre high, in honour rise ; 
For en soiAe message high they, guess'd hii^i bound. 
Tfaeir'glittering tents ho paasSfciuid now is come 291 
hdo tfie blissfid field, througn^^ves of myrrh, 
And flowering odonis, cassia, nard, and balm ;i^ 
A wilderness of sweets : for Nature here 
Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 
Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 
Him through the spicy forest onward come 
Adam discerned, as in the door he sat 
Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 300 
Shot down ^rect his fervid rays to warpi 

' Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam needs : 

, Aad Eve within, due at her hour, prepared 
For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 
Tnie appetite, and not disrelish thirst 305 

Of nectarous draughts between, from milky stre&n^, 
Berry or grape : To whom thus Adam called : 

Haste Mther, Eve, and worth thy sight behold 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving ; seems another morn 310 

I Bisen on midnoon ; some great behest from Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 

iThis day to be our guest. But go with speed, . 
And, what thy stores contain, bring'forth, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honour and receive 315 

Onr heavenly stranger : Well may %ve afford 
Our given their own gifts, and large bestow 
From large.bestoir*4» where nature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitfid,%hich instructs us not to spare. 330 
To whom thus Eve : Adam, earth's hallow'd mouldy 
Of God inspirdd ! small store will serve) ivV»t^ %\At%, 
AOmMmnu, ripe for wm hangs on tb% iiUlk*^ 
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JSavc what by frugal storing firmness gains ^ 

I'o nourisli, and superfluous moist consumes : 326 

liut I will haste, and from each bough and brake. 

Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choiM* 

To entertain our Ang^ guest, as he 

l>eholding sluill confess, that here on Earth 

God hath dispensed hif bounties as in Heaven. 330' 

So Siting, with despatchful lookd in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent ; 
AVhat choice to choose for delicacy best, 
What ordct", so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 33& 

Taste afler taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
%Vhatever Earth, all bearing mother, yields 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Punic coast, or where 340^ 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffonsive must, and meaths 345 

From many a berry, and from sweet kernels pressed 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold * 
Wants her fit vessels pure ', then strows the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfumed. ^ 

Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet 350 
His Godlike guest, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himself was all his state, 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long 355- 

Of horses led, and grooms besmear'd with gold. 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agfq)e. 
Nearer his presence Adam, though not awed, 
Yet with submiss approach and reverence meek, 
Aa to a superior nature bowing low, 360= 

TJius said : Native of Heaveiv, fox Q^«t ^\vife 
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Tfone can than Heaven such glorious shape contain ; 

Since, by descending from the thrones above. 

Those happy pUces thou hast deign'd a while 

To ^ant| and honour these, vouchsafe with us 365 

Two only, who yet by 8ov*reign gift possess 

This q>aciou8 ground, in yonder shady bower 

To rest ; and what the gardelrehoicest bears 

To sit and taste, till this meridian hoat 

Be over, and the sun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus the angelic Virtufi answered mild : 
Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heaven, 
To visit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 375 

O'ershades ; for these midhours, till evening rise, 
I have at will. So to the silvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smiled, 
With flowerets deck'd, and fragrant smells ; but Eve, 
Undeck'd save with herself, more lovely fair 380 

Than Woodnymph, or the fairest Goddess feign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove, 
Stood to entertain her guest from Heaven ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 3S5 
Bestow'd, the holy salutation used 
Itong afler to bless'd Mary, second Eve. 
I Hail, Mother of Mankind, whoso fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world mo^e nunverous with thy sous 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God 390 

Have heap'd this table ! Raised of grassy turf 

Their table was, and mossy seats had.touiid, 
And on her ample square from side to side 
Ail autumn piled, thougli spring and autumn here 
Danced hand in hand. A while discourse they hold ; 395 
fio fear lest dinner cool ; when tlms began 
Our author : Heavenly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties, which our Nourislier, fioxn vi\vMa 
Al) perfect good, unmeasured out/descQU^y 

io* 
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To us for food and ibr delight hath caused 40& 

The earth to yield ; unsavoury food perhaps 
To spiritual nature ; only this I know. 
That one celestial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel : Therefore what he giytit 
(Whose praise be ever sung) to Man in part 410 

Spiritual, may of purest Spirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike those pure 
IntoUigdntial substances require. 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 413 

Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, tastOy 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created needs 
To be sustain'd and fed : of elements 4M 

The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sea, 
Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires 
Ethereal, and as lowest first tlie moon ; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, unpurged 
Vapours not yet into her substance turn'd. 4^ 

Nor doth the moon no nourishmont oxliale 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his ahmcntal recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 
Sups with the ocean. Though in Heaven the trees 
Of life ambrosial fruitagtt bear, and vines 
Yield nectar ; though from off the boughs each niom 
We brush mellifluous dews, and find the groulm 
Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 435 
Varied his bounty so with new delights. 
As may compare with Heaven -, and to taste 
Think not I shall be nice. So down they sat, 
And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 
The Angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 440 

Of Theologians ', but with keen despatch 
* Of real hunger, and concoctive beat 
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^t> traiunibtttiitiate-: wliil redoundfl traiupires 
through Spirits with eue: nor wonder ; if by fire 
^f aooty coal the empiric alchemist 445 

. Cin turn, or holds it possible to tarn, 
ttetata of drossiest ore to perfect gM, 
A* ftim the mine. Meanvdiile at table Eve 
Ministered naked, and their ^lAnng cops 
With pleasaAt liquors crown*d : O innocenee 450 

Deserving Paradise ! If ever, then, 
Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 
Enamour'd at that sight ; but in those hearts 
Ltove unlibidinow reign'd, nor jealousy 
Was understood, the injured lover's heU^ 455 

Thus when with meets and drinks they had sufficed, 
Wot burden'd nature, sudden mind arose 
in Adam, not to let the occasion pass 
G^ven him by this great cdbference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 460 
. Who dwell in Heaven, whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far ; whose radiant forms, * 
Divine effulgence, whose high power, so fiur * 
Exceeded human ; and his wary qieech 
"ftius to the empjrreal minister he framed : 4G5 

Inhabitant with Crod, now know I well 
• TTkf fiivour, in this honour done to Man ; 
||b.JCJiider whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafed 
V^^o enter, and these earthly fruits, to taste, 

IVkkI not of Angels, yet accepted so, 470 

Am that more willingly thou couldst not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to have fed; yM wh«t compare ? 
I To whom, the winged Hieraich zippbd: 

O Adam, One Almighty is,^ik-om whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 475 

If not depraved fiom good, created all 
0«oh to perfection, tee first matter aU, 
Sndued vith various fi>nns, various degrees 
Of mbctance, and^ia things that live, of lifb ; 
B«l iMft rtfined, nittr* i^toos, and pare, 480 
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As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending 

Each in their several aX:tive spheres assign'd) 

Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 

Proportioned to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the green stalk, from thence the loavef 

More aery, last the bright consummate flower 486 

Spirit od6rouB breathes : flowers and their fruit| 

man's nourishment, by gradual scale subl&ned, 

To vital spirits aspire, to animal, 

To intellectual ; give both life and sense, 490 

Fancy and understanding ; whence the soul 

Reason receives, and reason is her being, 

Discursive, or intuitive ; discourse 

Is oftest youirs, the latter niost is qurs, 

Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 495 

Wonder not then, what God for you saw good 

If I refuse not, but convert, as you. 

To proper substance. Time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 500 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 

Tour bodies may at last turn all to spirit. 

Improved by tract of time, and, wing'd, ascend 

Ethereal, as we ; or may, at choice^ 

Here or in heavenly Paradises dwell ; 605 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entire. 

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 

Your fill what happiness this liappy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 510 

To whom the patriarch oj mankind replied; 
O favourable Spirit, propitious guest, 
Well hast thou taught tlio way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set 
From centre to Circumference ; whereon, (05 

In contemplation of created things, 
By steps we may ascend to God. B^t. sa.Y^ 
What meant that caution \o\n'd, V -ye >»e f owML 
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Obedient f Can we want obedience then 
To him, or posiblj his love desert, 530 

Who fQrm'd in irom the dust and placed us here, 
FuU to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Hanum desires can seek or apprehend ? 
To whom the Angel : Son of Heaven and Earth, 
Attend ! That thou art happy, owe to God ; 525 

That thou continuest such, owe to thyself, 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given thee ; be advised. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to persevere 530 

He left it in thy power ; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not overruled by fate 
Inextricable, or strict necessity : 
Our voluntary service he requires, 
Not our necessitated ; such with him 535 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they serve 
Willing or no, who will but what they mupt 
By destiny, and can no other choose ? 
Myself, and all the angelic Host, that stand 540 

In sight of God enthroned, our hi4>py state 
Hold, as you your?, while our obedience holds ; 
On other surety none : freejy we serve, 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not ; in this we stand or fall : 54& 

And some are fallen, to disobedience fallen. 
And so from Heaven to deepest Hell ; O fajl 
From what high state of bliss, into what woe ! 
To whom our great progenitor : Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 550 

rHvine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Oherubic songs by night from neighbouring hills 
Aerial music send : nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free *, 
Yet thafciwre never shail forget to love ^^ 

Oar Maker, and obey lum whose commwid. 
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Single is yet so just, mj constant thoughts 

Assured me, and still as&ure : though what thou tell'ft 

Hath pass'd in Heaven some doubt within me movei 

But more desire to hoar, if thou consent, 500 

The full relation, which must needs be strange, 

Worthy of wcred silence to be heard ; 

And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 

Hath finish'd half his journey, and scarce begins 

His other half in the great zone of Heaven. 6K | 

Thus Adam made request : and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting, thus began : 

High matter thou enjoin'st mo, O prime of men 
Sad task and hard : for how shall I relate 
To human sense the invisible exploits 570 

Of warring Spirits .'' how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so many glorious once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 575 

This is dispensed ; and what surmoimts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 
By likening spiritual to corporeal forms, 
As may express them best ; though what if Earth 
Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 680 
Each to other like, more th;^n on earth is thought ? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign 'd where those Heavens now roll, where Earth 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a day [now rests 
(For time, though in eternity, applied ^ 585 

To motion, measures all tliint/s durable 
By present, past, and future.) on such day 
As Heaven's great year brings forth, the cmpyrial hoft 
Of Angels, by imperial summons call'd. 
Innumerable before the Ahnight}'''^ throne 590 

Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven, appeared 
Under their Hierarciis in orders bright : 
T^D thousand thousand cnsigivs Ivi^ U advanced, 
^/andards and gonfalons 'U\\x\. \^tv wx^ i%w 
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.Stream in the air, and for 4istinct;on serve S06 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tissues bear imblazed 
Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible they stood, COO 

Orb within orb, the Father Infinite,, 
By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 
Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

Hear, all ye Angels, progeny of light, 605 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers ; 
Hear my decree, wliich unrevoked shall stand. 
Tliis day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 610 

At my right hand ; your head I him appoint ; 
And by myseli* have sworn, to him shall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and shall confess him Lord ; 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United, as one individual soul, 615 

For ever happy : hiiu who disobeys. 
Me disobeys, breaks union, and that day. 
Cast out from God and blessed vision, fisdUi 
Into utter darkness, deep ingulTd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 620 

So spake tlie Omnipotent, and with his words 
All seem'd well pleased ; all seem'd, but were not all. 
That day, u other solenm days, they spent 
In song and dance about the sacred hill ; 
Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere 625 

Of planets, and of fix'd, in all her wheels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolved, yet regular 
Then most, when most irregular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 630 

Bm smooths her charming tones, that Qodft qt^vil «v& 
JLutmm dtUghted. Eveahsg now &p]pioM\i'^ 
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. (For we have also our evening and our morn, 
Wo ours for change delectable, not nocd ;) 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repaet they turn 636 
Desirous : all in circles as they stood, 
Tables are set, and on a sudden piled 
With Angels' food, and rubied nectar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold, 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. G40 J 
On flowers roposeA, and with fresli flowerets crown'd^ 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Quaif immortality and joy, secure 
Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 
Excess, before the all bounteous King, who shower'd 
With copious hand, rejoicing in tlieir joy. * 64€ 

Now when ambrosial nigiit, with clouds exhaled 
From that high mount of God whence light and shade 
Spring both, the face of brightest Heaven hi|d changed 
To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 650 
In darker veil,) and roseate dews disposed 
All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest ; 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globbus earth in plain outspread 
(Such are the courts of God,) the angelic throng, 655 
Dispersed in bands and flics, their camp extend 
By living streams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberless, and sudden rcar'd, 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 
Fann'd with cool winds ; save those, who in their course, 
Melodious hymns about the sovereign throne 661 

Alternate all ni^ht lone; : but not .no waked 
Satan ; so call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in Heaven ', he of the flrst, 
If not the first Archangel, great in power, 665 

In favour, and preeminence, yet fiaught 
With envy against the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
Messiah King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that sight, and l\vouc;\\V\\iXttBR^SnK^Nl 
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^ Dmp vulice tbence conceiving t,nA disdun, 671 

Sopii.M midnight brought on the dusky hour 
FnandiieBt to sleep end silence, ho reBoIved 
With sJI iiis legions to dislodjie, and leave 
Unworriiip'd, unobey'd, the throne mpreme, 673 

Contemptuous -, and his neit siibordinite 
Awttkcning, thoa to him in Boerat apsjie ■ 

Sleep's! thou, companion dosr ? What sleep can close 
Thv eyelids ! and remember'st what decree 
Of yPBterday, so late hath pasa'd the lips 680 

Of Heaven's Almighty. Tbon to me thy thooghte 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ; 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dinaont ? new laws thou seest impoeed ; 
New lawn from him who reigns new minds may raise 
In us who serve, new counsels to debate 686 

Wliat doubtful may ensue : More in thii place 
To niter is not safe. Assemble thou 
Of all tliose myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell tliem, that by cbmmand. ere yet dim night 690 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hiate, 
And all who under me Iheit banners wave, 
Homeward, with flying inarch, where we possess 
The quarters of the mirth ; there lo prepare 
Fit enlertainraent to receive oijr king, KB 

The great Messiah, and hia new commands, 
Who speedily throngh aU the hierarchies 
Intend? to pass IrinnipliaRt, and e'sve laws. 

So spake Die false Archangel, and infused 
Bad influence into the unwary brewl 700 

or his associate : he together calls, 
Or several one by one, tlie regent Powers, 
Under him Reijriit ; tel's. as lie was taught. 
That the M"st llish commanding, now ere jight, 
Now ere dim night Iiad disencmnber'd Hea^, 703 
The great hiorarchal standard was to roove ■, 
Tells the suggested cmuw, and cutfaeVweou 
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Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity ; but all obey'd 
The wonted signal, and superior voice 710 

Of their great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and liigh was his degree in Heaven ; 
His countenance, as tlie morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allured them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part o£ Heaven's host*--. ^JIS 
Meanwliile the Eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
iAi>struscst thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
'And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before lilm, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising ; saw in whom, how spread 720 

Among the sons of morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppose liis high decree ; 
And, smiling, to his only Son thus said : 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence. Heir of all my might, 725 

Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our Omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : such a foe 

Is rising, who intends to erect his throne ^ 730 

Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Nor 80 content, hath in his thouglit to try, 
In battle, what our power is, or our right. 
Let us advise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and all employ 735 

in our defence ; losi unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctuary, our hilV 

To whom the Son with calm aspect and clear, 
Lightning divine, ineffable, serene, 
Made answer : Mighty Father, thou thy foes 740 

Justly host in derision, and, secure, - 
Laugh'st M their vain designs and tumults vain ; 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
UluBtrateSf when they sec all regal pcflver 
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Given me to quell their pride, and in event 742 

Know \^ether I be dexterous to subdne 
Thy rebels, or be found the' worst in Heaven. 

So Spake the Son ; but Satan, with his Powers 
Far was advanced on winged speed ; a host 
Innumerable as the stars of night, 750 

Or stcrs of morning, dewdrops, which the sun 
Impcarls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 755 

I All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
. Than what this garden is to all the earth 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch'd into longitude ; which having pass'd, 
At length into the limits of the north 760 

They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount *" 

Raised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold } 
The palace of great Lucifer (so call 765 

That structure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted,) which, not long after, he 
Affecting all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of Heaven, 770 

The Mountain of the Coagregation caird ; 
For thither he assembled all his train, 
Pretending so commanded to consult 
About the great reception of their King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious art 775 

Of counterfeited truth thus held ^heir ears ; 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtue% Powers ; 
If these magniiic titles yet remain 1^ 

Not merfely titular, since by decree 
Another now hath to himself engrossed 780 

All power, and us eclipsed, under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this hart© 
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Of midnight-march, and harried meeting herey 
This only to consult how we may best, 
With what may be devised of honours new. 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid , prostration vile I 
Too much to one ! but double how endured. 
To one, and to his imago now proclaini'd ? 
But what if better counsels might erect 
Our minds, and teach us to cast off this yoke ? 
WDl ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
T^e supple knee ? Ye will not, if I trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of Heaven possess'd before 
By none ; and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free ', for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 
Who can in reason then, or right, assume 
Monarchy over such as live by right 
His equals, if in power and splendour less, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not ? much loss for this to bo our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to the abuse 
Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our being ordain 'd lo govern, not to serve. 

Thus far liis bold discourse without control 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim';- 
Abdiel, than whom none witli more zeal adored 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zral severe 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument blasphomous, false, and ])roud ! 
Words which no car over to hear in Heaven 
Expected, least of all from thee. Jnirrate, 
In plaee"hyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God pronounced and swonii 
That to his only Son, by right endued 
# 
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AVilh regal scoptro, every soul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confess him righttiil King ? unjust, thou say'st, 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let reign, 825 

One over all with unsuccecided power. 
Shalt thou give law to God ? shalt thou dispute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the Powers of Heaven 
Such as he pleased, and circumscribed their being ? 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good, 831 
And of our good and of our dignity 
. . How provident he is ; how far from thought 

l^o make us less, bent rather to exalt 
Itf Onr happy state, under one head more near 835 

-.^Vnited. But to grant it thee unjust, 
^^That equal over equals monarch reigns ' 

Thyself, though great and glorious^ dost thou 'count, 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, . 
£qual to him begotten Son ? by whom, 840 

As by his Word, the Mighty Father made 
All things, e en thee ', and all the Spirits of Heaven 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory named 
Thrones, Dominations, Pruiccdoms, Virtues, Powers, 
£ssential powers ; nor by his reign obscured, 846 

But moCB illustrious made ; since he the head 
Ono of our number thus reduced becomes ; 
His laws our laws ; all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Cease then this impous rage, 850 
And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 
The incensed Father, and the incensed Son, 
Wliile pardon may be found in time besought. 

So spake the fervent Angel: but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judged, 855 

'Or tingular and rash : Whereat rejoiced 
ne Apostate, and, more haughty, thus replied : 
That we were form'd tUeP;. i&^r'st thou ' and the work 

11* 
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Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd 

From Father to his Son ? strange point and new ! 860 

Doctrine which we would know whence learn'd : who 

When this creation was ? remember'st thoii [iaw 

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 

"We know no time when we were not as now j 

Know none before us, self-begot, self raised 865 

By our own quickening power, when fatal course 

Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 

Of this our native Heaven, ethereal sons. 

Our puissance is our own ; our own right hand 

Shall teach us highest deeds, by proof to try 

Who is our equal ; Then thou shalt behold 

Whether by supplication we intend 

Address, and to begird the almighty throne 

Beseeching or besieging. This report, 

These tidings carry to the anointed King ', 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

Ho said : and, as the sound of waters deep, 
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words applause 
Through the infinite host j nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph fearless, though alone 880 

Encompass'd round with foes, thus answer'd bold : 

O alienate from God, O Spirit accursed, 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 885 

Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
AfTujnst thee are gone forth v/ilhout recal ; 890 

Tliat golden sceptre which thou didst reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats 1 fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath ^ 889 
Impendent, raginji into sudden flame, 
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Distinguish not : For soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know. 900 

So spake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ', 
Among innimierable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified, 
Ylis loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 905 

Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve iGrom truth, or change his constant mind, 
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd, 
licmg way through hostile scorn, which he^ sustained 
srior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; . 910 

I, with retorted scorn, his back he tum'd 
^n ih^ proud towers' to swift destruction deum'd. 
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Ai,L BOglA the dreBdlaie AHgal, unpuraued, [Monv 
Through Heaven'fl wide chmiipiugn lield his way ; tiD 
WaktHl ['J llie circUng Honre, with rosy huid 
[Inbur'd Iho gales of light. There is i. ca.v« 
Within Uie iituuat of God, fast h; his thrnne, 
Where light nnU dirliness in perpetunl round 
Lodgd and dialodge bj turns, which luakca t1 
Gralefiil viciiaituda, like d»y and nighl ; JH( 
Light isBues forth, and at tlio tilhor dii"f * 
ObEcfltlioua darknnaa cntera, till her h 
To veil Lho Heaven, lltough durkiioss [here migbtj 
Beetn twilight here -. And now went Ibrth the 
Sucli an in highest Hemcn arrnyd in gold 
EmpytenJ ; from beforp her viiuisii'd Niylit, 
Shot ttuough with orient beuiia ; when all Ihe 
Covord with thick embattled iriiiiidri.nj brijfht,' 
Chariots, and tlaniing arms, and fiury ctucdn, 
Reflecting blaze on Uluze, Qrst mr>,t hia View: 
*"' ' ,B purceivcd, war in prDtiiiei ; *jid Gii 
vii whnl he for ncwj had th( 
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To have reported : Gladly then he miz'd 
Among those friendly Powers, who him received 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 
That of BO many myriads fallen, yet one 
Return 'd not lost. On to the sacred hill 25 

They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from wlience a voice. 
From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard : 

Servant of God, well done ; well host thou fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintain'd 30 

Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms ; 
for the testimony of truth hast borne 

rsal reproach, far worse to bear 

violence ; for this was all thy care 35 

To stand approved in sight of God, though worlds 
Judged thee perverse : The easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends, 
Baok on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than scorn 'd thou didst depart ; and to subdue 40 
By force who reason for their law refuse, 
Right reason for their law, and for thfeir King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael, of celestial armies prince, ' 
And thou, in military prowess next, 45 

Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thousands and by millions, ranged for fight, 
£qual in number to that Godless crew 
Rebellious : Them with fire and hostile arms 50 

Fearless assault ; and, to the brow of Heaven 
Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss. 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fii^ry Chaos to receive their fall. 55 

So si)ake the Sov'reign Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dttiky wreaths, reluctant flames, the sign 
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Of wrath awaked ; nor with less dread the loud 

Ethereal trumpet from on high *gBXi blow : 

At which command the Powers militant, 

That stood for Heaven, in mighty quadrate join*d 

Of union irresistible, moved on 

In silence their bright legions, to the sound 

Of instrumental harmony, that breathed 

Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds, 

Under tlieir Godlike leaders, in tlie cau^e 

Of God and his Messiah. On they move 

Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hill. 

Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream divides ' 

Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground ..'.j^j 

Their march was, and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 

Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 

Came summon'd over Eden to receive 

Their names of thee ; so over many a tract 

Of Heaven they march 'd, and many a province wid 

Tenfold the length of this terrene : At last. 

Far in the horizon to the north appear 'd 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretched I 

In battailous asp6ct, and nearer view. 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid spears, and helmets throng'd,'and shieldfl 

Various, with boastful argument portray'd, 

The banded Powers of Satan liasting on I 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 

That selfsame day, by fight or by 8ur])ri9e, 

To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

To set the Envier of his state . tlio proud 

Aspirur ; but their tliought*' proved fond and vain I 

In the mid way : Though strange to us it seoro'd 

At first that Angel should with Angel war. 

And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 

So oil in festivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, ! 

JljmnJng the Eternal Father : bat the shout 
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Of batUo now began, and rushing sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst, exalted as a god, 

The Apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, 100 

Idol of majesty divine, enclosed 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden shields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

'Twixt host and host but narrow space was left, 

A dreadful interval, and front to front 105 

Presented stood in terrible array 

Of hideous lengtli : Before the cloudy van, 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

Satan^ with vast and haughty strides advanced, 

CMoui towering, arm'd in adamant and gold ; 110 

Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 

Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds, 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores : 

O Heaven ! that such -resemblance of the Highest 
Should yet remaui, where faith and realty 115 

Remain not : Wherefore should not strength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting in tlie Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 120 

Unsound and false; .nor is it aught but just. 
That he, who in debate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor f though brutish that cont^t and fool 
'When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 125 

Most reason is that reason overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth stepping opposite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at tliis prevention mon 
Incensed, and thus securely him defied : 130 

Proud, aft thou met ? thy hope was to have reach'd 
The height of tliy aspiring unopposed, 
The throne of God nngnarded, and bis aidia 
Abandon'dt at the tenor of thy powex 
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Or potent ton^e : Fool ! not to think how Ttin Vd$ 

Agidnst the Omnipotent to rise in arms ; 

Who out of smallest things could, without end. 

Have raised incessant armies to defeat 

Thy folly ; or with solitary hand 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 140 

Unaided, could have finished thee, and whelm'd 

Thy legions under darkness : but thou seest 

All are not of thy train : there be, who faith 

Prefer, and pioty to God, though then 

To thee not visible, when I alone 145 

Soem*d in thy world erroneous to dissent 

From all : My sect thou seest ', now learn too li 




How few sometimes may know, when thousands tttpU-' 
. Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye aakance, ^'*: 
Thus answered : 111 for thee, but in wish'd hour 150 
Of my revongo, first sought for, thou return*tt 
From flight, seditious Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this right hand provoked, since first that tongue^ 
Inspired with contradiction, durst oppose 155 

A third part of the Gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert; who, while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou comest 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 160 

From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destruction to the rest ; This pause between 
(Unanswer'd lest tliou boast,) to let thee know 
At first I thoa^ht that Liberty and Heaven 
To heavenly souls had been all one ; but now 166 

I see that most through slotli had rather serve, 
Ministering Spirits, train'd up in feast and song ! 
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of Heaven, 
Servility with freedom to contend, 
As both their deeds compared this day shall prove. 170 

To whom m brief thus Abdiel stem replieid:. 
Apostate ! still thou 'err'st, nor end wilt find 
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Of erring, from the path of truth remote . 
Unjustly thou depmTest it with the name 
Of serritude, to serve whom God ordains 175 

Or Nature : God and Nature bid the same, 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whcxn he governs. This is servitude, 
To serve the unwise, or him who hath rebelled 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee, 130 
Thyself not free, but to thyself enthrAl'd ; 
Tet lewdly da^cst our ministering upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me servfe 
In Heaven God ever bless*d, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd ; 185 

Tet chains in Hell, not realms, expect ; Meanwhile 
From me, retum'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive. 
So saying, a noble stroke he lifled high. 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 190 
On the proud crest of Satan, tliat no sight, 
Nor motion of swift thought, Its could his shield, 
Such ruin intercept : Ten pooM huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upstaid : as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters fo/cing way, 
Sidelong had push'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazemfent seized 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foil'd their mightiest ; ours joy fill'd, and shout, 
Presage of victory, and fierce desire 201 

Of battle : Wiiereat Michael bid sound 
The Archangel trumpet ; through the vast of Heaven 
It sounded, and the faithful armies nmg 
Hosanna to the Highest : Nor stood at gaze 205 

The adverse legions, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now storming ftiry rose, 
And clamour such as heard in Heaven. UVi xi»sa 
Was never ; arms on armour clashing V>ra.^^^ 
Horrible discord, and the im^^iitg viYiAeVft ^ 

. y2 . 
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Of brazen chariots raged ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict ; overhead the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts in flaming volleys flew. 
And flying vaulted either host with fire. 
So under fiery cope together rush'd 
Both battles main, with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage. All Heaven 
Resounded ; and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her centr9 shook. Wliat wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encountering Angels fought 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : How much more of Power 
Army against army numberless to raise 
Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb, 
Though not destroy, tjj^eir happy native seat ; 
Had not the Eternal King Omnipotent, 
From his strong hold of Heaven, high overruled 
And limited their might ; though number 'd such 
As each divided legion might have seem'd 
A numerous host ; in strength each armed hand 
A legion ? led in %ht, yet loader seem'd 
Each warrior single as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or stand, oi^um the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 
The ridges of grim war : No thought of flight, 

. None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear ; each on himself relied, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory : Deeds of eternal fame 
Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 
That war, and various.; sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing, 
Tormented all the air ; all air secm'd then 
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 
The battle hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 

JVo equal, ranging through the ^o aXX^i^V 
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Of fighting Seraphim confased, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote , and fell'd 250 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sway 
Brandish'd alofl, the horrid edgie came don^ 
Wide wasting ; such destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and opposed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold odamant, his ample shield, 255 

A vast circumference. At his approach 
The great Archangel from his warlike toil 
Sarbeascd, and glad as hoping hero to end 
Intestine war in Heaven, the archfbc subdued 
Or captive dragg'd in chains, with hostile frown 200 
And visage all inflamed first thus began : 

Author of evil unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnamed in Heaven, now plenteous as thou secst 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 
Thoujjh heaviest by just measure on thyself, 205 

And thy adlicrcnts : How hast thou disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the oi^o 
Of thy rebellion ! how hast tfaou instill'd 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 270 

And faithful, now proved false ! But think not hero 
To trouble holy rest ; Heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of bliss, 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Henco then, and evil go with thee along, 275 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom, 
Or some more sudden vengeance, wing*d from God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 2i^0 

So spake the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus 
The Adversary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thoa canst not. Hast thou turn'd the least of these 
To flight, or if to faU, but that they rise 2?5 

irnTanpuish'd, easior to transact with me 
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That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threat! 

To chase me hence ? err not, that so shall end 

The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 

The strife of glory ; which we mean to win, , 209 

Or turn this Heaven itself into the Hell 

Thou fablest ; here however to dwtll free, 

If not to reign : Meanwhile thy utmost forcOi 

And join him named Abnighty to thy aid, 

I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh. S9|5 

They ended parlo, and both addressed for fight 
Unspeakable \ for who, though with the tongue ' 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what tilings 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lifl 
Hibnan imagination to such height 300 

Of Godlike power ? for likest Gods they seemed \ 
Stood they or moved, iif stature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now waved their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad suns their shields 305 
Blazed opposite, while Expectation stood 
In horror: From each hand with speed rotiredf, 
Where erst was thickest fight, the angelic throng, 
And left large field, unsafe witliin the wind 
Of such commotion ; such as, to set forth SH) 

' Great things by, small, if, nature's concord broke, 
Among the constellations war wero'sprungk, 
Twn planets, rushing from as])t;ct malign 
Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound. 
Together both with next to almighty arm 316 

Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim*d 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As not of power at once ; nor odds appeared 
In might or swift prevention : But the sword 
Of Michael from the armory of God 
Was given him tempered so that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge : it met 
The frirord of Satan^ with steep force to smite 
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Descending, and in half cut sheer ; nor staid, 325 
Bot with 8wif\ wheel roverso, deep entering, shared 
All his right side : Then Satan first knew pain, 
And writhed him to and fro convolved ^ so sore 
The griding sword with discontinuous wound 
Pass'd through him : But the ethereal substance closed, 
Not long divisible } and from tlie gash 331 

A stream of nectarous humour issuincr flow*d 
Sanguine, such as celestial Spirits may bleed, 
Aniifdl his armour stained, ^rc while so bright. 
Forihwith on all sides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and strong, who interposed 
Dofenc^, while others bore him en their shields 
Back to his chariot, where it stood retired 
From off the files of war : There Ihey him laid 
Gnashing for anguish and despite and shame, 340 
To find himself not matchless, and liis pride 
Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 
liia confidence to equal God in power. 
Tet Boon he heal'd ; for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail* man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 
Gaxmot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 

All intellect, all sense ; and, as they please. 
They limb themselves, and colour, shape, or size 
Assunle, aa likes them best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserved 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce ensigns pierced t!ie deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king ; who him defit-l, 
And at his chariot- wheels to drag him bound 
Tlireatcn'd, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
Acfrain'd Iiis tongue blasphemous ; but anon ^^ 

Down cloven to the waist, with shaUei'd attcA 
An& uncouth pain Qed bellowing. Oxx oacYi -^Nm^ 
12* 
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Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquished Adramalech, and Asmadai, 365 

Two potent Thrones, that to he lete than Ooda 
Disdain 'd, but meaner thoughts leam*d in their flight, 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Romiel acorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but those elect 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
Seek not the praise of men : The other sort, 
in might though wondrous and in acts of war, 
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
Cancerd from Heaven and sacred memory, 
Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For strength from truth divided, and from just, 
Xllaudable, nought merits but dispraise 
And ignominy ; yet to glory aspires ^. 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fame : 
Therefore eternal silence be their doom. . m 

And now, their mightiest quelPd, the battle swemidi 
With many an inroad gored; deformed rout 
Entor'd, and foul disorder ; all the ground 
With shivered armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay ovortum'd, 390 

And ficry-fooming steeds ; what stood recoil'd 
O'er wearied, through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surprised, 
Then first witli fear surprised, and sense of pain, 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 3QS 

By sin of disobedience ; till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or pain. 
Far otherwise the inviolable Saints •<.> 

In cubit phalanx firm, advanced entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; « 4Qj} 
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Sucli liigh advibtB^s their innocence 

Oave them above their foef ; not to have sinn'J, 

Not to have diaobey'd ; in fight they stood 

Unwearied, unobnozious to be pain'd 

By wound, though from their place by violence moved. 

Now ni'jht her course began, and, over Heaven 406 
Inducing darkncBS, grateful truce imposedy 
And silence on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, 
Victor and vanquish'd : On the fonghten field 410 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, placed in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires: On the other part, 
Satan with his rebellious disappeared, 
Far in the dark dislodged ; and, void of rest, 41.^ 

His potentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismay'd began : 

O now in danger tried, now known in arms 
Not to be overpower'd. Companions jdear, 
Fonnd worthy n«it of liberty alone, 4S0 

Too mean pretence 1 but what we more affect, 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustained one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfulost to send 425 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufiicient to subdue us to his will. 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniscient thouglit. True is, less firmly arm'd, 430 
Some disadvantage we endured and pain. 
Till now not known, but, known, as soon contemn'd ; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperishable, and, though pierced with woimd, 435 
Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then so small as easy think 
Th« remedy ; perhaps more valid arms 
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Woapons more violent; when next we meet, 

May serve to better us, and worse our foes, 440 

Or equal wliat between us made the odds, 

In nature none: If other hidden cause 

Left them superior, while we can preserve 

Unhurt our minds, and undei^standmg sound, 

Due search and consultation will disclose. ' 445 

He sat ; And in the assembly next upstood 
JNisroch, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he stood escaped from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn. 
And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake : 450 

Deliverer from now Lords, loader to free 
Knjoyment of our right as Gods : yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fi^ht in pain. 
Against unpaiu'd, impassive ; from which evil 455 
Ruin must needs ensue ; for what avails 
Valour or strength, though matchless, quell 'd with pain, 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest ? Sense of pleasure we may well , 

Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

But live content, which is the calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and, excessive, overturns 
All patience. lie, who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may oficnd 465 

Our yet unwoundod enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with lode composed Satan replied : 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

i>elievest so main to our success, I bring. 
Wliich of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this ethereous mould whereon wo stand. 
This continent of spacious Heaven, adorn'd 
With plant, fruit, flower ambrosial, gems, and gold ; 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 476 
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These tlungB, as nut to mind fVom whence they grew 

Deep under ground, materialf dark and crude, 

Of spirituous and fiery spume, till touch'd 

With Heaven s ray, and-temper'd, they shoot forth 480 

60 beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 

These in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ; 

Whic|^, into hollow engines, long and round, 

Thick ramm'd, at the other bore with touch of fire 485 

Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth 

From far, with thundering noise, among our foes 

Such implements of mischief as shall dash 

To pieces, and o'erwhclm whatever stands 

Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarmed 490 

The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long shall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 

£fiect shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ; 

Abandon fear ; to strength and counsel join'd 

Thmk nothing hard, much less to be despair'd. 49^^ 

He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlightened, and their languished hope revived. 
The invention all admired, and each, how he 
To be the inventor miss'd ; so easy it seem'd [thought 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have 
Impossible : Yet haply of thy race 501 

* In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With devilish machination, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 505 

For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flow ) 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 51^ 

The originals of nature in their crude 
€^>nception ', sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they minified, and, with s^\X^ f3\.^ 
dmcoGted and a4/u«ted, (hey reduced 
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^o blackest grain, and into store cdnrey'd : 611 

Part bidden veins digged up (nor both tbis earth - 
Bntrails unlike) of mineral and stone, 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of niissive ruin ; part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire, CftC 

tSo all ere dayspring, under conscious night, 
Secret they finished, and in order set,* % 

With silent circumspection, unespied. 

Now when fair mom orient in lieaven appeared. 
Up rose the victor-Angels, and to arms 5S8 

The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host, 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
Look round, and scouts each coast light-armed scour, 
Each quarter to descry the distant foe, o3( 

'^Vhore lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight. 
In motion or in halt : Him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
Itut firm battalion : back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, or Cherubim the swiftest wing, 53 

Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried : 

Arm, Warriors, arm for fight ; the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, wiD save us long pursuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; so thick a cloud 
lie comes, and settled in his face I see 54 

Sad resolution, and secure : Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, And each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield^ 
Borne even or bi^h ; for this day will pour down, 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzling shower, * 54 

But rattling storms of arrows barb*d with fire. 

So wam'd lie them, aware themselves, and soon 
in order, quit of all impediment ; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward moved embattled : When behold ! 62 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grosf and huge, in hollow cube 
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[|g his devilieh enginery, impale^ 
iry side with shadowing squadrons deep, 
e the fraud. At interview both stood , 555 
1 3 but suddenly at head appeared 
and tiius was heard commanding loud : 
;uard, to rigkt and left the front unfold ; 
11 may sec who hate us, how we seek 
smd composure, and with open breast 560 

ready to receive them, if they liko 
erture, and turn not back perverse ; 
it I doubt ; however witness. Heaven ! 
1, witness thou anon ! while we discharge 
our part : ye, who appointed stand, 5G5 

^ou have in charge, and briefly touch 
iv^c propound, and loud that all may hear ! 
rolling in ambiguous words, he scarce 
ided ; when to right and left the front 
i, and to cither flank retired : 57Q 

to our eyes discovered, new and strange, 
B mounted row of pillars lud 
cols (for like to pillars most they seem'd| 
>ow'd bodies made of oak or flr, 
ranches lopp'd, in wood or mountain felVd,) 575 
iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
lideous orifice gaped on us wide, 
ding hollow truce : At each behind 
ph stbod, and in his hand a reed 
saving tipp'd with fir^ : while we, suspense, 580 
ed stood within our thoughts amused, 
\g : for sudden all at onco their reeds 
th, and to a narrow vent applied 
icest touch. Immediate in a flame, 684 

m. obscured with smoke, all Heaven appeared, 
hose deep-throated engines belch'd, whose roar 
rel'd with outrageous noise the air, 
\ her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
levilish glut, chain*d thunderbolts and hftil 
1 globes : which, on the victor hoat 600 
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Level'd, with Buch impetuous fury smotd, 

That, whom they hit, none on their feet might itaiid^ 

Though standing else as rocks, but down they fea 

By thousands, Angel on Archangel roll'd ', 

The sooner for their arms ; unarmed, they might SK 

Have easily, as Spirits, evaded swif^ 

By quicfe contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul dissipation follow 'd, and forced rout ; 

Nor served it to relax their serried files. 

What sliould tliey do ? if on they rush'd, repulse 600 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow ' 

Doubled, would render them yet more despised, 

And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row, 

In posture to displode their second tire 60E 

Of' thunder : Back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their phght, 

And to liis mates thus in derision call'd : 

O Friends ! why ccimo not on these victors proud-? 
Ere while they fierce were coming ; and when we 61( 
To entertain them fair witii open front 
And breast, (wiiat could we more ?) propounded termi 
Of composition, straitrlit they changed their mindfl> 
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seem*d QU 
Somewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of ofFcr'd peace : But I suppose 
If our proposals once again were hoard. 
We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome mood : 69 
licader ! the terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urged home , 
Such as we might perceive amused Dicm all. 
And stumbled JQsmy : Who recoivoj tliom right 
Had need fromliead to foot well understand ; 69 

Not understood, this gifl they liave besides, 
They show us when our foos walk not upright. 

^ ihey among themselves in pleasant vein 
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Stood scoffingf lieighten'd in their thoughts lyvyonA 
All doubt of victory : Eternal Might €W 

To match with their inventiona thej presumMl 
60 eaay, end of hia thunder made a acorn, 
And all hia host derided, while they stood 
Awhile in trouble : But they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them imna 
Against such helliah mischief fit to oppose. 636 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels placed !) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven Q4Q 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale,) 
Light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew.( 
From their foundations loosening to and fro, 
They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 64jS 
UpMfling bore them in their hands : Amtise, 
Be sure, and terror seized the rebel host. 
When coming towards them to dread they s)lw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 
Till on thoie cursed engines' triple-row 660 

They aaw them whelm'd, and &U their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 
Themselvea invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 654 

Came shadowing, and oppressed whole legions arm'd : 
Their armour helped their harm, crushed in and bruised 
Into llieir substance pent, which wrought them p&in 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan ; • 

Lf<mg struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of Buch prison, though Spirits of purest light, 660 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest, in imitation, to like arms 
Boteok them, and the neighbouring hills uptore : 
So hills amid the air encounter'd hilla, 
Hurl'd to and &o with jacolatioii dire *, ^^ 

Tiiat uader ground thay fought in dittinvX f^^»dA \ 

J3 
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Infernal noise ! war seemed a civil game 

To this uproar ; horrid confusion heap'd 

Upon confusion rose : and now all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread ; 670 

Had not the Almighty Father, where he sits 

Shrined in his sanctuary of Heaven secure, 

Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advised : 

That his great purpose he might so fulfil, 07S 

To honour his anointed Son avenged 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr'd : whence to his Son, 

The Assessor of his throne, he thus began ; 

Effulgence of my glory. Son beloved, 680" 

Son, in whose face invisible is beheld 
Visibly what by Deity I am ; 
And in whose hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence ! two days are passed, 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, Q65 
Shico Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
These disobedient : sore hath been their fight, 
As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm*d ; 
For to themselves I lefl them ; and them know*st, 
Equal in their creation they were form*d, 090 

Save what sin hath impaired ; which yet hath wronglit 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no solution will be found : 
War wearied hath performed what war can do, 096 
And to disordered rage let loose the reins, 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd ; which mikitf 
Wild work in Heaven, and dangerous to the ihain. 
Two days are therefore pass'd, the third is thine ; 
For thee I have ord^in'd it ; and thus far 700 

Have suffered, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great '^'ar, since none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee such virtue and grace 
Jmnivnae I Lave transfused tliat all may know 



■ • 
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In Heaven and Hell thy power above compare 9 705 
And) this perrerae conunotum gofveni'd tbua, 
To qianifeft thee worthiest to be Heir 
Ofallthings; to be Heir, and to be King 
By sacred nnetion, thy deserved right. - 
Go then, Then Mightiest, in thy Father's might ; 710 
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wbeeb 
That riiake Heaven's basis, bring forth all my war, 
My bow and thunder, my ahnighty anna 
Gird on, and sword iq»on thy puissant thigh ; 
Pursue these sons of darknaas, drive them out 715 
From all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to idespise 
God, and Messiah his anointed King. 

He said, and on his Son with rays difeet 
Shone full ; he all his Father full expreaa'd 72ft 

Ineffiibly into his &oe received ; 
Ibid thus the Filial Godhead answering qMke : 

O Father, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones, 
F^rst, Highest, Holiest, Best ; thou always seek'f^ 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 735 

^ is most just : this I my glory account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou, in me well pleased, declarest thy will 
Fulfill d, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
Sceptre and power, thy giving, I assume, 790 

find gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
FKou riialt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; ^and in me all whom thou lovest : 
But whom thou hatest I hate, abd can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, 735 

[mage of thee in ail things ; and shall soon, 
l^mi'd with thy might, rid Heaven of theiw rebelled'; 
To their prepared ill mansion driven down, 
To ehains of darkness, and the undying worm ; 
That firom thy just obedience could revolt, 740 

WImbi to obey m happiness entire. 
JtaiahaU thy Saints fuupix'd, and firoffi tbf im^mn 



1^ sepianto, oiivMf liiy fioly moant,* 
Unfei^etf H^MHtlUit to thee nn^, > 

fi^3^iftiifl of high prduw, and I amon^ them CMif. 7IS| 
So said, he, o'er hia sceptre bowing, roie ' ; 

Fran the right hand of Glory where he aU ) 
AM the third aasred mom hegab to. riiiite, [-MNitff*' 
i)awiiingthrotighHeav«i. Forth nuh'dwitbvhiriwior 

' The oharhyt of Paternal Deity, f56^ 

Flashing thick flamea, wheel within wheel tmdr&i^, ' 
Itself instinct with Spirit, but eoiiToy'd 
By four Ghenrine shapes ; fimr fhcea each ■ • • 
Had wondrous -, as with atars, their bodies aH 
And wings were eet with eyea ; with eyes the wheeir 
Of beryl, and careering fires between ; 789^ 

Oyer tiieir heaAi a crjrstal firmamenty . 

, H^iereon a aapphire throne, inlaid with pnw - 
AJ^ber, and colours of the diowery arch. 
He, iii celestial panoply all ana'd 4# 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrou^t,. 
Ascended ; at his right hand Victory 
Sat eagle-winged ; beside him hung his bow * ' 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder stored ; 
And from about him fierce effusion roird 7B^ 

Of smoke and bickering flame and sparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thousand Saints, * '■ 

He -onward came ; far off his coming shone ; 
And twenty thousand (I their number heard) 
Charkfts of God, half on each bond, were seen y 710 
He on the wings of Cherub rode sublime '\. ' 

On the crystalline sky, in sapphire throned, - 
lUnstriouB far and wide ; but by his own 
First seen ', them unexpected joy surprised, 
When the great ensign of Messiah blazed 775 

Aloft by Angels borike^ his sign in Heaven ; 
Under whose ccmduet Michael soon reduced 
itis army, circumflised on either wing, 
Under their Head embodied all in one. '-^ 

Befexe Wm Power Divine his way prepared s fBf 
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At his command the uprooted hill* retired 

Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 

Obsequious ; Heaven his wonted fiu;e renewed, 

And with fresh flowerets hill and valley smiled. 

This saw hi» hapless foes, but stood dbdured, 785 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powers, 

Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 

In heavenly Spirits could such perverseness dwell ? 

But to convince the proud what signs avail. 

Or wonders move the obdurate to relent ? 790 

They, hardened more by what might most reclaim, 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight ^ 

Took envy ; and, aspiring to his height, 

Stood reembattled fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 795 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

In miiversal ruin last ; and now 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

To all his host on either hand .thus spake : 809 

Stand still in bright array, ye Saints ; here stand,. 
Te Angels arm'd ; this day from battle rest : 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous 6ause ; 
And as ye have received, so have ye done» 805 

Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 
The punishment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 
Nnmber to this day's work is not ordain'd, 
Nor multitude ; stand only, and behold 810 

God's indignation on these godless pour'd 
By me ; not you, but me they have despised,. 
Tet envied ; against me is all tlieir rage. 
Because the Father, to whom in Heaven supreme 
Kingdom and power and glory appertains, 815 

Hath honoured me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hatU assVgiv d *, 
TbMt thoy may Imve (heir wish, to try m\\i "»» 



IntetUkvhiiihtlitllrQnfOTpfov^; thajrftH, • 
Ot I nkmb Mguaaft Himm ; nnee by ttrength 
They neumrt ally of other exsrilenee 
Kit emidlNM^ ma otre who thtm excek ; 
Hor other ftrilb with them do I Toachsafe. 
ijfh spake tlm Son, md into terror ehang^ 
flit eoantenanee too eerere to be beheld, 
And ibll of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out their starry wings 
With dreadM shade eontiguonS) and the orbtf 
Of his fierce ehariot roU'd, as wi^ the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a nnmeroos host. 
He on his impibos Ibes right onward drove, 

'^) Oloomy «i night ', under lus baming wheels -'i ' 

The steadfast empyrean i^hook throngfaoat, 
AJl'bat the throne itself of Ood. FuH soon - ' 
Among them he arrived ; in his right hand 05 

Grasping ten thoQsaod thnnderSy which he seigit 
Before him,, such as in their souls infixed 
Plagues : they, astonish'd, all resistance lost, 
All eoorage ; down their idle weapons dropp'd : v 
O'er sMelds and hebps and helmed heads he lOde '619 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prostrdte, ' ' 

That wish'd the mountains now might be agaiii 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire ' 

Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-visaged Four 015 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; y- 

' One Spirit in them mled ; and every eye 
Glared lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among the accursed, that withered all their strength. 
And of their wonted vigour left them drained, ''Al 
Exhausted, i^iritless, afflicted, fallen. 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, but cheekM ' 
His thunder in mid volley ; for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of Heaven : 
Th9 i^^^rewB he raised ; and; as a besd 
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t>f goats or timoioiis flock together throng'd, 
Drove tliein beJbre him thunderstriiok) pursued 
With terrors, uul with furies, to' the boonds 
And crystal wall of Heaven : whieh, epeaiog wide, 860 
Roll'd inward, and a'^pacious g[ap dipchwed 
Into the wasteful deep : the moostfous mg)aX. 
Struck them ¥rith honor backward, but &r w(»se 
Urged them behind: headk>ng themselves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heaven ; eteniai wrath 865 
Bum*d after them to the bottomlsM pit. 

Hell heard the unsofferable noise, Hell saw 
Heaven ruining fitcm Heaven, and would have fled 
Ai5ighted -, but strict Fate had cast too deep . 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bovsd. 870 
IKne days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a ronl 
Eficumher'd him with ruin : Hell at last 
Yawning received them whole, and on them closed ; 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 87& 

Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburdened Heaven rejoiced, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole victor, from the expulsion of his foes, 880 

Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 
To m^t him all his Saints, who silent stood 
£ye-witnesses of his almighty acts, 
With jubilee advanced ; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright 885 
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given. 
Worthiest to reign : He^ celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throned 890 

On high ; who into glory him received, 
Where now he sits at the right hand of blisp. [Earth, 

Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on 
At thy request, and that thou mayat beware 
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Bj whftt if pasi'dy to thee I have reveal'd 
What mii^t have else to human raee been hid ; 
The discco^ whidh befel, and war in Heaven 
Amang the an^lie Powers, and^e deep fall 
Of those (xio high aspiring, who rebellM 
"With SataB ; he who envies now thy state. 
Who nam is plotting how he may seduce 
ThM )albo from obedience, that, with him 
Bneaved of happiness, thou mayst partake 
His punishment, eternal misery ; 
Whkh would be all his solace and revenge, 
As a de^te done against the Host-High, 
Thee once to gain oompadion of his woe. 
But listen not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker : let it profit thee to have heard, 
By terrible example, the reward 
0^ cQsobedience ; firm they might have stoodi 
Tet ^11; remember, and fear to transgress. 
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BOOK VII. 



lUphul, at the reqtMit of Adam, relattt how and wbflrefore thia 
world was firit created : thai God, after the expoffiig of 8atan 
and his Angek out of Aeavaa, declared faii piaun* t« ereate 
another world, and other creatures to dwell tboeia; aeods hie 
0OB with glory, uid attendance of Angels, ttf fw lfc iai the work 
of Creation in six days : the Ai^gels oe lehma wttfi hlj^na th* 
performance thereof, and his reweension into BEeaTon. 



Dkscend from Heaven, Urama, by that name 

If rightly thoa art call'd, whooe yoiee dinne 

Following, above the Olympiui hill I aoar, 

Above the flight of Pegas^an wing ! 

The meaning, not the name, I eall : for thoa 5 

Nor of the Musee nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympus dwoU'st ; but heavenly bom, 

Before the hUlfl appeared or fountain flbw'd, 

Thou with eternal Wisdom didst oonverae, 

l¥iadQin thy sister, and with her didst play * 10 

In presence of the Ahnighty Father, pleased 

With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 

Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presumed; 

An earthly guest, and drawn empjrreal air, 

Thy toropering : with like safety guided dowm 1& 

Butam me to my native element : 

£itt from this flying steed unreined (as once 

BtDerophon, though from a lower clime,) 

Dianoantod, on the Aleian field I fall, 

Erro*eoQ8 there to wander, and forlorn. 20 

Half jf9i remains mwong, but narrower bound 

VMhtti the visible dionnl sphere ; 

0tUMlfaig on earth; hot wrapp*d above the polo» 
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More safe I sin^ with mortal voice, unchang^ 
To hoarse or mute, though fallen on evil dajt^ J28 
On evil days tho ugh J allen, and evil tongues; 
I Tn darknesg;"and w it£ danJBrerscompass'd ro und, 
"And solitude : vet not idone, while thou 
visit'st my slumbers nightly, or wfi^h'morn 
PBipimrttcprS?^ my song, 90 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 
But drive fiir off the barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodopo, where woods and rocks had earn 95 

To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the Mas') defend 
Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 

Say, Goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 40 

The affable Archangel, had forewarned 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostacy, by what befel in Heaven 
To those apostates : lost the like befal 
In Paradise to Adam or liis race, 4S 

Charged not to touch the interdicted tree, 
If they transgress, and slight that sole command. 
So easily obey'd amid the choice 
Of all tastes else to please their appetite. 
Though wandering. He, with his consorted Eve,- 60 
The story heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things so high and strange ; things, to their tlvraflit 
So unimaginable, as hate in Heaven, 
And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 66 

With such confusion : but the evil, soon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 
yrom whom it sprang; impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now H 

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
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What nearer might concern him, how this world 
Of Heaven and Earth conspicuous first began ; 
When, and whereof created ; for what cause ', 
What within Eden, or without, was done ^ 

Before his memory ; as one whose drouth 
Yet scarce allaj'd still eyes the current stream, 
Whose liquid murmur iieard new thirst excitesy 
Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guest. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears,^ ' 70 
Far differing from tliis world, thou hast reveal'd, 
Divine interpreter ! by favour sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us timely of what might else have been our loss, 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach : 
For which to the infinitely Good we owe 7G 

Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, with solemn purpose to observe 
Immutably his sov'reign will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast vouchsafed 80 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart ^ 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concem'd 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom secm'd>. 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less perhaps avail us known, 86 

How first began this Heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields or fiUs 
All space, the ambient are wide interfused 
Embracing round this florid Earth ; what cause 90 
Moved the Creator, in his holy rest 
Throagh all eternity, so late to build 
In Chaos ; and, the work begun, how soon 
AlMolved ; if unforbid thou mayst unfold 
What we, not to explore the secrets ask 95 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To nagnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yot wants to ixua 
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JVIuck of his raco though stoop ', suspense in Heaveni 

Held by thy voice , thy potent voice, he hears, 100 

And longer will delay to hear thee toll 

His generation, and the rising birth 

Of Nature from the unappaxent Deep : 

Or if the star of evening and the moon 

Haste to thy audience, Night with her will bring 105 

Silence ; and Sleep, listening to thoe, will watch ; 

Or we can bid his absence, till tliy song 

End, and dismiss thoe ere tho morning sliine- 

Thus Adam his illustrious guest besought : 
And thus the Godlike Angel answer'd mild : 110 

This also thy request, with caution ask'd, 
Obtain ^ .though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice. 
Or heart of man suDico to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serve llS 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thoe also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hoarmg ; such commission from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge witliin bounds ; beyond, abstain 190 
To ask ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd, which the invisible King, 
Only Omniscient, hath suppressed in night ; 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven : 
Enough is lefl besides to search and know. 135 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom tq folly, as nourishment to wind. 

Know then, that, after Lucifer from Heaven ',-^ 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the hoet *:' 
Of Angels than that star the stars among,) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his pltcd : and tho great Son retum'd 
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ions with his Si^ints, the Omnipotent 
al Father from liis throne beheld 
multitude, and to his Son thus spake : ' 
east our envious Foe hath fiiil'd, who thought 
:e himself rebellious, by whose aid 140 

oaccessible high strength, the geat 
lit J supreme, us dispossessed, 
isted to have seized, and into fraud 
many, whom their jJace knows here no more : 
r the greater part have kept, I see, 145 

station ; Heaven, yet populous, retains 
er sufficient to possefls her realms 
;h wide, and this hi|fh temple to frequent 
ministeries due and solemn rites -, 
)8t his heart exalt him in the harm J 50 

ly done, to have dispeopled Heaven, 
mage fondly deem*d, I can repair 
letriment, if such it be to lose 
st ; and in a moment will create 
er world, out of one man a race- 155 

m innumerable, there to dwell, 
)re : till, by degrees of merit raised, 
open to themselves at length the way 
her, under long obedience tried ; 
arth be^hanged to Heaven, and Heaven to Earth 
ingdom, joy and union without end. 161 

trhile inhabit lax, ye Powers of Heaven ; 
lou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
perform ; speak thou, and be it done ! 
ershadowing Spirit and Might with thee 165 
•long ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
1 i^>pointed bounds be Heaven and Earth ; 
IflM the Deep, because I Am who fill 
ode, nor vacuous the space. 
h I, uncircumscribed myself, retire, 170 

lit not forth my goodness, which is free 
; or not. Necessity and Chance 
ich not nio. and what I will is Fate. 
14 
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80 Bpake the Ahxnfiaj, and to what he spake , 
Hii Word, the Filial Godhead, gave ^fiect. 
I mmediate are the acta of G od, more swift 
Tiian tinM» »f mo pon, bui toTiimiaii ^ars * 

ISO iold as ea rtiily no tion can receive^ 
"^M&t triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, 
When such was heard declared the Almighty's wil 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 
To f^nre men, and in their dwellings peace ; 
' Glory to Him, whose just avenging ire 
Had driven out the ungodly from his sight 
And the habitations of ih» just ; to Him 
Glory and praise, whose Irisdom had ordain'd 
Good but of evil to create ; instead- 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So sang the Hierarchies : meanwhile the Son 
On his great expedition now appeared. 
Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown*d 
Of Majesty Divine ; sapience and love 
Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spirits, and chariots wing'ft 
From the armory of God ; where stand of old 
Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodged 
Against a solemn day, harness^ at hand, 
Celestial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit lived, 
Altendant on their Lord : Heaven open'd wxd0 
Her ever during gates, harmonious sound, I ■ 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood ; and from the die 
They view'd the vast immeasurable abyss 
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Outragaons ns a Bsa, diuk, waetofii], wilct, 
Up from the botlom lurn'd by furious winds 
And etirgiDg navEs, as mniuitainB, to OBBault 314 

Uesven'ij licight, and with the centre ipii Iho pole. 

Silence, ye troubled Wares, uid, thou Deep, pescej 
Said then Ihe Oninifie Word ; your di»eord end ! 
Nor Btaid ; but, on the wmfra of Chf^rubim 
Uplifted, in piLternal glory roda 
VtT into ChiLOB, and the world unborn ; IHO 

For Chaos heard Ilie voice : Him all his train 
ToUow'd in bright prneesaion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonitncB of his might. 
Tlien staid the fervid whasli, and in hie hand 
Ha took the golden compaaaeB, prepared 225 

In 6od'B olemal store, to circuinBcribo 
This universe, and all created things : 
One foot he centred, aiid the other turn'd 
Hound through the Tait profiinditj obscure ; 
And said, ThuB h^ extend, thus far thy bounda, S30 
ThlB be thy just tininmforenco, O World ! 
Thus God the Heaven created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unfuriu'd and void : daiknesa profound 
Covet'd the abyss ; hut on the watory calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit i>f God outspread, 33i» 
And vital Tirtue Infuacd, and vital warmth 
Throughout tlie fluid mass \ but downward purged 
The black tartareom cold infernal dregs, 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglobed 
Like things to like ; the rest (o several place 240 
Disparted, and between spun out the air ; 
And Earth self-haianced on her centre hung. 

Let ther^ _be_Ligjit^^BBiilGiid :_ and_fortjiwilti_Linht 
Ethereal, first of t hln^. qQi ritessancftjiure; 
Sprun g troiB the ZSep; an3 Irninlier native casl 245 
-^ o joarnoy through the aery gloom bi'gan, 
Sphered in a radiant cloud, for yet the nun 
Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernatle 
Sojouni'd the while. God saw the light was (oad; 
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And light from darkness by the hemisphere 260 

Divided : light the Day, and darkness Night, 

|]e named. Thus was the first day even and mora - 

Nor passed uncelebratedi nor unsung 

By the celestial choirs, when orient light 

Exhaling first from darkness they beheld ; SK 

Birthday of Heaven and Earth ; with joy and shoot . 

The hollow universal orb they fill'd, 

And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning prabi^ 

God and his works ; Creator him they sung, 

Both when first evening was, and when first mom. 960 

Again, God said, Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waten ; and God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure, 
Transparent, elemental air, diffused J8B& 

In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great round ; partition firm and sure,. 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 230 

Crystalline ocean, land the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far removed ; lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
'And Heaven he named the Firmament : so even 
And morning chorus sung the second day. 275 

The Earth was form'd, but, in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved, 
Appeared not : over all the face of Earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle ; but, with warm 
Prolific humour sofLening all her globe, 880 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moisture ; when God said. 
Be gather'd now, ye waters under Heaven^ 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and,their broad bare backs uphoaTB 
Into the doudsptlieirBprasedndlEdTftyT''" 
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So high lu heaved the tumid hills, ea ]itv 
Down sunk i hollow battom brand and deep, 
Cupiiriotis bod of wntera : Ibither Ihcy !£)" 

Hoated with glad preoipildoco, oproird, 
Ab drops on dust cutiglobmg from Ihc dry : 
Port rin in crystal waS, or ridge direct, 
For basle ; anch flight the great command impresa'd 
On Iho BwiA floode : as aimiea st the call W5 

Of tcumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 
Troop to their elandard ; ao the watery throng, 
Wa</B rolling after ware, where way they tbund, 
If Bteep, with torrent raptore, if through plain, 
SoJl-ebbing ; nor withstood thein rock or hUl ; 300 
But they, or tmder gtoirnd, or circuit wide 
With aerpcnt error wandering, found their way. 
And on the wasliy ooie deep channels wore ; 
Easy, ore God had bid the ground be dry. 
All but within tliDao hinlia, where rivers now 305 
Stream, and {lerpetual draw their humid train. 
Tb« dry land Karth, and the great receptocta 
Of congregated waters he cali'd Seta ■■ 
And saw that it was good ; and said, Lot the Earlfi 
Put forth the verdant grass, lierb yielding seed, 3U) 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 
Whose seed is in hersetr upon the Earth. 
He scarce hod said, wlien the bare F^rth, till then 
Desert and bare, unsightly, uiuulom'd, 
Brought forth Ihe tender grass, whose verdure clad 315 
Her nniversal face with plesaant green ; 
Then herbs of every leaf, tliat sudden flower'd 
Opening their various colours, and made gay 
Hat bosom, smelling sweet ; and, these scarce blown, 
Forth floorisli'd thick the clustering vine, forth crept 
The swelling gourd, up stood the oomy reed 331 

~ ' atlled in her field, and the humble shrub, 
luih with &iziled haii implicit : last 
m in dance, the ttately trees, and eprakd 
mnche* hung with oopiou* &uit, ot pnin'd 3SK 
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Their bloflsoms : with high woods the HiUi were eioim*d^ 
With tofls the vaUeyi, and each fountain, tide ; 
"Syith borders long the rivers : the Earth now 
Seem'd Uke to Heaven, a seat where Gods mighl dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 830 

Her sacred shades : though God had yet not raiii*d 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
None was ; but iirom the Earth a dewy mist 
Went up, and watered all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field ; which, ere it was in the Earth, 33& 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem : God saw that it was good : 
Qo even and mom recorded the third day. 

/ Again the Almighty spake. Let there be lights 
High in the expanse of Heaven, to divide 34(| 

The day from night ; and let them be for signs, 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on the Earth ; and it was so. ' dtf( 

And God made two great lights, great for their use 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altem ; and made the stars, 
And set them in the firmament of Heaven 
To iUimiinate the Earth, and rule the day 3D0 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkness to divide. Goi saw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good : 
For of celestial bodies first the sun 
A mighty sphere he framed, unlightsome first, 355 
Though of ethereal mould : then form'd the mooa ' , 
Globose, and every magnitude of stars. 
And sow'd with stars the Heaven, thick as a field r 
Of light by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and placed 96(y 
In the sun's orb, mode porous to receive 

And dxisik the liquid Vight *, -^tm \o ic^\a,vck. 

{fer jiather'd beams-, gieoil p^\«i<i« tXQ'N ^^^^^ifiBflu 
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Hither, aj to their fountam, other stars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 
B7 tincture or reflection they augment 
Their small peculiar, though from humaA sight 
So far remote, with diminution seen. 
First in his east the glorious lamp was seen, 370 

Regent of day, and all the horizon round 
Invested with bright rays, jocund to run 
His longitude through Heaven's high road ; the gray 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danced, 
Shedding sweet influence : less bright the moon, 375 
But opposite in leyerd west was set. 
His mirror, with full fkce borrowing ||ier light 
From him , for other light she needed none 
In that asp6ct, and still that distance keeps 
fill night ; then in the east her turn she shines, 380 
Revolved on Heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, 
With thousand thousand stars, that then appeared 
Spangling tlie hemisphere : tl^en first adom'd 
With their bright luminaries that set and rose, 365 
Glsd evening and glad morn crown'd the fourth day. 

And God said, Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundant, living soul : 
And let fowl fly above the Earth, with wings 
IMsplay'd on the open firmament of Heaven. 390 

And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds ; 
And every bird of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas 396 

And lakes and running streams the waters fill ', 
And let the fowl be multiplied on the Earth. 
Fofthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay, 
VfA fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 400 

Ofipbi that with their fins and shining icalef 
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Glide onder the green wave, in sculls that oft 

Bank the mid sea : part single, or with mate, 

Graze the seaweed their pastare, and through grovw 

Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance, 406 

Show to the sun their waved coats dropp'd with gold ; 

Or, in their pearly sheik at eaaej: attend 

Moist nutriment ; or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch : on smooth the seal 

And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 410 

Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait, 

Tempest the ocean : there leviathan, 

Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretch'd like a promontory sleeps or swims. 

And seems a mo^ng land ; and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out, a sea. 

Meanwhile the tepid caves and ftns and shores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from the egg that noa 

Bursting with kindly rupture forth disclosed 410 

Their Cfdlow young ; but feather'd soon and fledge 

They summ'd their pens ; and, soaring the air sublime, 

With clang despised the ground, under a cloud 

In prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 4SSS 

In common, ranged in figure, wedge their way, 

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 

Their aery caravan, high over seas 

Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 

Easing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 490 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

Floats as they pass, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes : 

From branch to branch the smaller birds with song 

Solaced the woods, and spread their painted wings 

Till even ; nor then the solemn nightingale 485 

Ceased warbling, but all night tuned her soft lays : 

Others, on silver lakes and' rivers, bathed 

Their downy breast ; the swan with arched Mek, k 

Between her white wings mantling proodlyitowi 
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Her state with oarj feet ; yet oft they quit 440 

The dank, and, rising on sti^ pennons, tower 
The mid aerial sky : others on ground 
Walk'd firm ; the crested cock whose clarion sounds 
The silent hours, and the other whose gay train 
Adorns him, colour'd with the florid hue 445 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. . The waters thus 
With fish replenished, and the air with fowl, 
Evening and mom solemnized the fifth diiy. 

The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin ; when God said,* 450 
Let the Earth bring forth soul living in her kind, 
CSattle, and creeping things, and beast of the Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and straight 
Opening her fertile womb teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 455 

Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground uprose, 
A»fr6m his lair, the wild beast where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; . 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walked : 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 460 

Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pestaring at once, and in broad herds upsprung. 
The grassy clods now calved ; now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then.springs as broke from bonds, 465 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; the ounce, 
The libbiEurd, and the tiger, as the mole 
|!^ Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks : the swift stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head : scarce from his mould 470 
Behemoth biggest bom of earth upheaved 
His vastness : fleeced the flocks and bleating rose, 
Av plants : ambiguous between sea and land 
The river-horse, and scaly crocodUe. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 
Iimct or worm : those waved their.l'unber fans 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 
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!? "f Um UnHm ieckd of Hmunsr-* pridt 
r^trelttf gM tad jptpli, axare tiid gra 
'^>Bm, a k Saa, their ioag dimamiiHi drew, 
Bl>Mfei*r tkBfTOQBdvith^niioii* tr«c«i ■<>< 
Mjiri— rf B«tM» ; aama (rf* Mipant kind, 
W wfcwMiptwuttindoorpttoieo, inTidrad 
nilr«lUvftM^ and added win^. Firrtc 
1^ puduuilus mimat, proridBiit 
Qf AitUN ; is uaaR room luge heut enclose 
fWttoB tt Jott •quality perhapa 
BttMAei, jvlned in her p<^iilai tribes 
Of wniMontltj : Bwsrminfr next appear'd 
n* taMle bea, tfast feeda her hiubuid drmc 
^ J^dMoodr, i])d buiida her «iai«n.cella 
inth boiwj itored : the reat an nambetleM, 
Wll tlioa tfaeii natureaknow'at.tnd gaveat thn 
ikaadleM to thee repaated ; oor unknown 
< tba aerpent, mbtlest beaat of all the field, 
Vt kuge extent aometimea, with bnuen vf«a 
'^st^ hairy mane temfic, Ibougb to thee 
IW noiiouB, bat obedient at thj c&ll. 

Kow Heaven in all her glory ahone, and to 
Her nuAions, u tbe great firat Mover'a hand 
Firat wheel'd their courae : EaJth in her rich 
ConBDUimate lovelj smiled ; air, watet, earth 
By fbffl, fish, beast, waa Sown, wsa swam, wa 
Frequent ; and of the siith day yet remun'd 
There wanted yet tbe mHster-wotk, the end 
Of all yet dime ; a oreatnre, who, net prone 
And binte as otiier creatures, but endued 
With eanctity of reason, might erect 
Hia atalore, and upright with front serene 
Oorem tbe real, eelf-knowing ; and from th( 
' Hanianimoua to correapond i^th Heaven, 
Bnt gratefbl ta acknowledge whence lus goo 
Deecanda, thither with heart, and voice, and 
JXnotM in devotion, to adore 
Aodtroiaiaji God 8upreroe,wtoTO»4u\oin 
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Of all his works : therefore the Omnipotent 
£temal Father (for where is not he 
Present ?) thns to his Son audibly spake : 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our simiiitudei and let them rtde 520 

Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breathed 5S5 
The breath of life ; in his own image he i 
Created thee, in the. image of God 
Express ; and thou becamest a living soul. 
Male he created thee ; ^ut thy consdrt 
Female, for race -, then bless'd mankind, and said, 530 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth ; 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Orer fish of the sea, and fowl of the air, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet distinct by name, thence, as thou know'st, 
He. brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of Crod, -' 
Delectable both to behold and taste ; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 540 

Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the Earth yields 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou majTst not ; in the day thou eat'st, thou diest : 
Death is the penalty imposed; beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite ; lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death. 

Here finished he, and all that he had made 
View*d, and behold all was entirely good; 
So even and morn accomplish'd the sixth day ; 550 
Tet not till the Creator frt>m hb wprk 
Deawting, though unwwried, up return'd. 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode -, 
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Thence to behold this new creited worid, 
The addition of his empire, how it ehow'd 565 

In prospect from his throne, how good, how fiur, 
Answering his great idea. ^ "Up he rode 
fottow'd with acclamation, and ihe sound 
Symphonions of ten thousand harpe, that tuned 
iGigeiic harmonies : the earth, the air 60D 

Resounded (thou remember'st, for thou heard'st,) 
The heaTeas and all the constellations rung, 
tha planets in their station listening stood, 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 
Opien, ye everlasting gates ! they sung, 66S 

Open, ye Heavens ! your living doors ; let in 
The great Creator from his wnk returned 
Magniftoent, his six days' wOrk, a World ; 
"Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign * 

To visit oft the dwellings of just men, 590 

Delighted ; and with frequent intercourse " * 

Thither will send his winged messengers *; 

On errands of supernal grace. So sung ^ 

The glorious train ascending : He through Heaywk^ - 
That open'd wide her bla^ng por^Us, led -87S 

To God*n eternal house direct the way ; 
A broad and ample road, whose dust is gc^d 
And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear, 
Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 
Which nightly, as a ci^ling zone, thou seest 580 
Powdered with stars. And now on Earth the eerestli 
Evening arose in Eden^ for the sun 
Wat set, and twilight from the east came on, 
Forerunning night ; when at the holy mount 
Of Heaven's high-seated top, the imperial tfarooe G65 
Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and sure. 
The Filial Power arrived, and sat him down 
With hiA great Father ; for he also wont "^'-^ 

Invisible, yet staid (such privilege 
Hath Omnipresence,) and the work ordain*d| 50 ' 

Author and End of all things } and. from work 
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Now testing, bleflsed and hallow'd the seTenth day, 
Ab resting on that day from all his work : 
But not in silence holy kept : the harp 
Had work and rested not ; the solemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop, 
All sounds on firet by string or golden wire, 
Temper'd soil tunings, intermix'd with voice 
Choral or unison : of incense clouds. 
Fuming from golden censers, hid the mount. 600 

Creg^on and the six days' acts they sung : 
C^reat are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power ! what thought can measure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ! Greater now in thy return 
Than from tlie giant Angels : Theo that day COS 

Thy thunders magnified ', but to create 
Jb greater than created to destroy. 
Who can impair thee, Mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire ! Easily the proud attempt 
Of Spirits apostate, and their counsels vain, CIQ 

Tlum hast repelled ; while impiously they thought 
Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen theej against his purpose serves 
To manifest the more thy might : his evil C15 

Thou usest, and from thence creatost more good. 
Witness this now-made world, another Heaven 
From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ; 
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 620 

Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 
Of destined habitation ; but thou know'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of Men, 
Eerth, with her nether ocean circumfused, 
Their pleasant dweUing place. Thrice happy Men, 625 
And eons of Men, whom God hath thus advanced ! 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship him ; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air, 

15 
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And multiply a race of worshippers 630 

Holy and just : thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright ! 
So sung they, and liie empyrean rung 
With hallelujahs : thus was sabbath kept. 
And thy request think now fulfilled, that ask'd 63S 
How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 
Frcnn the beginning ; that posterity, 
Inform'd by thee, might know : if else thou seek'ft 
Aught, not surpassing human measure, say. 64C 
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BOOK vm. 



Adan inqnireii concerning eeteBtial motions ; is doubtfally ansvrer- 
ed. and exh'ortod to search rathor things more worthy of know - 
leage : Adam assents : and, still desirous to detain Haphael, re- 
lates to him what he remembered since his own creation ; hiH 
placing in Faradige; bis talk with God concerning solitude and 
"fit society;* Ms first meeting and nuptials with £ve; bis dis- 
course witji the Angel tftfraupon: who, after admcmitions re- 
peated, departs. 



The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
So channing left his voice, that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, still stodd fix'd to hear ; 
Then, as new waked, thus gratefully replied : 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompense 5 

Eqtta], have I to render thee, divine 
Historian, who thus largely hast allayed 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsafidd 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Things, else by me unsearchable ; now heard 10 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 
With glory dttributed to the high 
Creator ! Something yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy solution can resolve. « 

When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 15 

Of Heaven and earth consisting ; and compute 
Their magnitudes ; this Earth, a spot, a grain, 
An atom, with the firmament compared 
And all her numbered stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces incomprehensible (for such SO 

Their distance argues, and their swift retom 
pianud,) merely to officiate light 

Romid this opc^cous Earth, this punctual fpot^ 
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One day and night j in all her va3t survey 

Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire Si 

How Nature wise and frugal could commit 

Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 

80 many nobler bodies to create, 

Greater so manifold, to this one use, 

For aught appears, and on their orbs impoie ^ 

Such restless revolution day by day 

Repeated ; while the sedentary Earth, 

That bettor might with far less compass move, 

Served by more noble than herself, attains 

Her end without least motion, and receiveS| 3G 

As tribute, such a sumless journey brought 

Of incorporeal speed, her wannth and light ; 

Speed, to describe whoso swiftness number fails. 

So spake our sire, and by his countenance 8eem*d 
Entering on studious thoughts abstruse ; which Ere 
Perceiving, whore she sat retired in sight, 4] 

With lowhnoss majestic from her seat. 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay, 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowerv. 
To visit how they prospered, bud and bloom, 41 

Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung, 
And, touch 'd by hor fair tendance, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she' not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : such pleasure she reserved, 5C 
Adam relating, she sole auditrcss ; 
Her husband the relator she preferred 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chose ratlier ; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute S 

With conjugal caresses : from his lip 
Not words alone pleaded her. O ! when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd ? 
With goddess-like demeanour forth she went, ' 

Not unattended ; for on her, as Queen, 61 

A pomp of winning Graces waited still, 
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And from about her shot darts of desire 

Into all cjes, to wish her still in sight. 

And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed. 

Benevolent and faeile thus replied : 65 

To ask or search, I blame thee not ; for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee set, 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heaven move or Earth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scana'd by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or, if they list to try 75 

Conjecture, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter ; when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the stars, how they will wield 80 

The mighty frame ; how build, unbuild, contrive 
To save appearances ; how gird the sphere 
"With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 

Already by thy reasoning this I guess, 85 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor Heaven such journeys run 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit : Consider first, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence : the Earth, 
Though, in comparison of Heaven, so small. 
Nor glistering, may of tolid good contain 
More plenty than the sun that barren shines ; 
Whose virtue on itself works no effect, 05 

But in the fruitful Earth ; there first received, 
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. ^ 
Tet not to earth are those bright luminaries 
.Offioiouf ; but to thoe, Earth's habitant. 

15* 
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And for the Heavens wide circuit, lot it speak 100 

The Maker's liigh magnificence, who built 

So spacious, and his line strotch'd out so ftj ; 

That Man may know ho dwells not in his own ; 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodged in a small partition ; and the rest 106 

Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. 

The swiftness of those circles Attribute, 

though numberless to his Omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substances could add 

Speed almost spiritual : Me thou think'st not akuWf 

Who since the morning-hour set out from Heaven 111 

Where God resides, and ere mid-day arrived 

In Eden ; distance inexpressible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge. 

Admitting motion in the Heavens, to show 115 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it moved ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Earth. 

God. to remove his ways from human senise, 

Placed Heaven from Earth so far, that earthly flight 

If it presume, might err in things too high, 121 

And no advantage gain. What if the sun 

Be centre to the world ; and other stars. 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 125 

Their wandering course now high, now low, then hidi 

Progres.hve, retrograde, or standing still, 

In six tliou sccst ; and what if seventh to these 

The planet earth, so steadfast though she seem, 

Insensilily three different motions move ? 130 

Which else to several sjiheres thou must ascribe^ 

Moved contrary with thwart obliquities *, 

Or save the sun his labour, and that swifl 

Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb supposed, 

Invia^ife else above all stars, the wheel 195 

Of my and night ; which needs not thy belitl^ 

lf(mnh, industrious of herself, fetch day 
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TraTbUing east, tnd with her part adverse 

From the sun's beam meet night, her other part 

Still laminoiM by his ray. What if that light lit 

Sent from her through the wide transpicnous air. 

To the terrestrial moon be as a star, 

Snlightening her by day, as she by night 

This earth ? reciprocal, if land bo there. 

Fields, and inhabitants : Her spots thou scost 145 

Am clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 

Fruits in her soften'd soil for some to eat 

Allotted there ; and other sons perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt descry. 

Communicating male and female light ; 150 

Which two great sexes animate the world, 

Stored in each orb perhaps with some thst liv«» 

For such vast room in Nature unpossess'd 

By living soul, desert and desolate, 

€h^j to shine, yet scarce to contribute 155 

ESach orb a glimpse of light, convey'd so fiir 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Ldght back to thorn, is obvious to diq>ntfl. 

But whether thus these things, or whether not ; 

Whether the sun, predominant in Heaven, 160 

Rise on the earth ; or earth rise on the sun ; 

Hie from the east his ^fming road begin ; 

Or she from west her silent course advance. 

With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 

On her soft axle, while she paces even, 16S 

And bears thee soft with the smooth air along ■§ 

Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 

Leave them to God above ; him serve, and &ai ! 

Of other creatures, as hjp pleases best. 

Wherever placed, let him dispose ; joy thou 170 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradise 

And thy faur Eve ; Heaven is for thee too high 

To know what passes there ; be lowly wise : 

Think only what voncems thee, and thy being ; 

Dre$m not of odier worlds, what creatares thqit^ VC^ 
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liive, in what stat^, condition, or degree ; 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only, but of highest Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, clear 'd of doubt, replied : 
How full}' liast thou satisfied me, pure 180 

Intelligence of Heaven, Aiigel serene ! 
And, freed froai intricacies, taught to live 
The easiest way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 1^ 

And not molest us ; unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts and notions Tain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end ; 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, she learUi 190 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle ; but, to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom : Wliat is more is fume. 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence : 195 

And renders us, in things that most concern, 
Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us descend 
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 
Useful ; whence, haply, mentioi^ may arise 200 

Of something not unseasonable to ask, 
By sufferance, and Ihy wonted favour,' deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere my reinem\>ranGe : now, hear me relate 
My story, which perhaps thou hast not hoard ; 5M)5 
And day is not yet spent ; till then thou seest 
How subtly to detain thee I dovise ; 
Inviting thee to hoar while I relate ; 
Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply : 
For, while I sit with thee, I seem in Heaven j 210 
And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 
Than fruits of palm tree pleasantest to thirst 
And hmi^^^r both, from labour, at tho hour 
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Of sweet repast ; thay satiate, and soon fill, 
Though pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divine 
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety. 216 

T<^whom thus Raphael answer'd heaveiily meek ; 
JXoT are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men, 
{for tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath also pour'd ^S^ 

Inward and outward both, his image fair : 
Speaking, or mute, ail comeliness and grace 
Attend thee ; and each word, each motion, form ; * 
Nor less think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-serTLnt, and inquire 235 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God, we see, hath honour 'd thee, and set 
On. Man his equal love : Say therefore on ; 
For I that ^ay was absent, as befel, 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, 230- 

Fsr on excursion toward the gates of Hell ; 
Squared in full legion (such command we had,) 
To see that none thence issued forth a spy, 
Or enemy, while God was in his work ; 
liest he, incensed at such eruption bold^ 23S^ 

Destruction with creation might have mix'd. 
Ifot that they durst without his leave attempt ; 
But us lie sends upon his high behests 
For state, as Sov'reign King ; and to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut 240 
The dismal gates, and barricadoed strong ; 
Bnt long ere our approaching heard within 
I9oise, other than the sound of fiance or song. 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we return 'd up to the coasts of light 245 

Ere sabbath-evening : so we had in charge. 
But thy relation now ; for I attend. 
Pleased with thy words no less than thou with mine. 

So spake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire : 
For Man to tell how human life began 250 

fi hud : for who himself beginning kMW? 
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Desire with thee atill longer to converse 
Induced me. As new waked from soundest sleep, 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid, 
In balmy sweat ; which with his beams the sun 5255 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward Heaven my wondering eyes I turn'd, 
And gazed awhile the ample sky; till, raised 
By qniok instinctive motion, up I sprung, 
As tliithcrward endeavouring, and upright 8W 

Stood on my feet : about mo round I saw ^ 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams ; by these 
Creatures that lived and moved, and walk'd, or flew; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smiled ; 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 266 
Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 
Surveyed, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, 270 
Knew not ; to speak I tried, and forthwith spake ; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whatc'cr I saw. Thou Sun, said I, fair light, 
And thou enlighten'd Earth, so fresli and gay, 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And yc that live and move, fair Creatures, tell, 276 
Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here ? — 

Not of myself; by some great Maker then, 

In goodness and in power preeminent : 

Tell me, how may I know hijn, how adore, 280 

From whom I have tha4, thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call'd, and strayed I knew not whither. 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This hapfry light ; when, answer none return'd, 285 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers. 
Pensive I sat me down : there gentle sleep 
First found me, and wilVi Hofl o\i^T^a«.\oiv seized 
I^Jy drowsied scnjae, untro\ib\©d,\\io\x^\\>aa\!k:^QN. 
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I llien was paasiiig ti> my fonner state 290 

Inflensible, and forthwith to dissolve : 
When widdeiily stood at ijiy head a dream, 
Whose inwiArd apparition gen^iy moved 
My fancy to believe I yet had being, 
And lived : Ofiie came, methonght, of shape divine, 
And said, Thy mansion wants thee, Adam : rise, 296 
First Manj of men innumerable ordain'd , 

First Father ! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepared. 
So saying, by the hand he took me raised, 300 

And over fields and waters^ as in air 
Smooth sliding without step, last led me up 
A woody mountain ; whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, enclosed, with goodliest trees 
Planted, with walks and bowers ; that what I saw 305 
Of Earth before scarce pleasant seem*d. . Each tree, 
Loaden with fairest fruit that hung to the eye 
Tempting, stirred in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I waked, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream -310 

Had lively shadow'd : Here had new begun 
My wandering, had not he, wM was my guide 
^k hither, from among the trees appeared, 
Presence Divine. . Rejoicing, but with awe, . 
In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submiss: He rear'd me, and Whom thou sought'flt I am. 
Said mildly. Author of all this Uiou seest 
Above, or round about thee, or bencadi. 
This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 320 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 

'Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth - 
Bat of the tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 
The pledge of th}^ obedience and thy faith, ^<,o 

Amid ihe^rden by the tree of life, 
Ronember what I warn thee, shun to taste, 







And diu& the bitter ooofeqaenM ; ferkncfr 
The daj thou eat'et thereof, m j eole eonunand 
TmiiifreM*d, ineTiteblj thou shalt dio, ^ 

F^CMD that daj mortal; «[id thie'heppy state ' <- 
Shalt kwe, ezpell'd from henoe into a world 
Of wee and iorrow. Stemlj ho pronoonoe 
The ri^ interdiotioii, which reeouide 
Tet ckreadfbl in mine ear, though iir my choice 
Not to incur ', but aoon hia clear asp^t 
Retum'd, and gracious purpose thus renewed * 
Not only these fiur bounds, but aU the Earth 
To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 
Foesess it, and all things that therein live, 
Or liTe in aea, or aur ; beaat, fish, and fowl. 
In ngn whereof, each Inrd and beast behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
Prom thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection ; understand the same 
Of fish within their watery residence, 
Not hither* summon'd, since they cannot change 
Thfiir element, to draw the thinner air. 
And thus he ^ake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two ; these cowering low 
With blandishment ; each bird stoop'd on his wing 
I nmed thepi as they pass'd, and understood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 
My sudden apprehension : But in these 
I fenjid not what methoiight I wanted still ; 
And to the heavenly Vision thus presumed : 

O, by what name, for thou above ail these, 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Snrpassest far my naming ; how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this universe. 
And all this good to man ? for whose well bttng 
80 amply, and with hands so liberal, 
Thou hast provided all things : But with me \ 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What bappiaeis, who can enjoy alone, 
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Or, all enjoying, what eontentxnent find ? 
Tbufl I presumptuous ; and the Vision bright, 
As with « smile more brighten'd, thus replied : 

What call*st thou solitude ? Is not the £arth 
With ^aripus living creatures, and the air 378 

Replenished, and aU these at thy command 
IV> come and play before thee P Know'st thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They also know, 
And reason not contemptibly ; With these 
Find pastime, and bear rule : thy realm is large. 375 
8u spake the Universal Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering : I, with leave of speech implored, 
And humble deprecation, thus replied : 

Let not my words offend thee, Heavenly Power ; 
My Msker, be prepitious while I speak. 380 

Hast thou not made me here thy subsdtute, 
Ajid these inferior far beneath me set ^ 
Among uncquals what society 
Can sort, what harmony, or true delight ? 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 368 

Given and received ; but, in disparity 
The one intense, the other still remiss. 
Cannot well suit witli either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I speak, 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 390 

All rational delight : wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort .- They rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioness ; 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combined : 
Mucki less can bird with beast, or fish willi fowl 395 
So well converse, nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of all. 

Wliereto the Almighty answer 'd, not displeased : 
A nice and subtle happiness, I see. 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 400 

Of thy associates, Adam ! and wilt taste 
No pleasure, thoogh^in pleasuro, soViVwry. 
WJUit thiak'Bt thou then of m^, and Wua tkv %\».\fc^ 

J6- 



m pAAADiB^ Lo&rr. ibTfo 

iMm I to thee saffidently posfen'd 

Of Imi^NiieMy or not ? ^Hio am alono j^ 40K 

From all etoniitjr ; for nooo I know ■ 'jf 

Seoond to mo or like, equal much less. 

How haTo I then with whom to hold converv0» 

Save with the creatorea vrhich I made, and tbofls 

To me inferior, infinite descents 410 

Beneath what other creatnree an to thee ? 

He ceased ; I lowly answer 'dj To attain 
The height and depth of Jthy eternal ways 
All human thonghte come short, Supreme of ttfaifi ! 
Then in thyself art perfect, and in Uiee 416 

Is flb deficience found : Not so is Man, 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help 
Or solace his defecte. No need that thou 
Shouldst propagate, already Infinite; 49D 

And through all numbers absolute, though One : 
But Man by number is to manifest 
His single imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiplied, 
In unity defective ; which reqniroe tf 

Collateral love, and dearest amity« , <" ^ 

Thou in thy secrecy although alone, ■ 

Best with thyself accompanied, seek'st not ' 

Social communication ; yet, so pleased. 
Canst raise thy creature to what height thou wih 4 
Of union or communion, deified : 
I, by conversing, cannot these erect 
From prpne ; nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I embolden'd spake, and freedom used 
Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gained 
This answer firom the gracious Voice Divine : 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing, not of beasts alone, 
Which thou hast rightly named, but of thyself; 
JSxpressing well the spirit within thee free, 
Mf image f not impaxUd lo \YkQ \)iuVf& *, 
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Whose feUowridp therefefe unmeet for thee ' 
Crood reason was thoa freely shooldst dislike } 
And be te minded still : I, ere thoa q>akesty 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone : 44& 

And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how thou couldst judge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assured, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other Iself, 450 

Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire. 

-He glided, or I heard no more ; for now 
M^ earthly by his heavenly overpower'd, 
Which it had long stood under, strain'd to the height 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 455 

As with an object that excels the sense 
Daszled and spent, sunk down; and sought repair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, call'd 
By Nature as in aid, and closed mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he closed, but open left the cell 460 

Of fancy, mjeinternol sight; by which, 
Abstract as in a trance, methought I saw. 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
MQ glorious befor^ jriiom awake I stood : 
^Bp stooping openld my left side, and took 465 

HCn thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm, 
Azid life-blood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound, 
But suddenly with flesh fill'd up and heal'd : 
The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manhke, but difierent sex ; so lovely fiiir. 
That what seem'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 
Mean, or in her summ'd up, in her contain'd 
And in her looks ; which from that time infused 
Sweetness into my heart, unfelt' before, 475 

And into all things from her air inspired 
The spirit of love and amorous delight. 
She disappeared, and left me dark ; I waked 
To find her, or for. ever ig deplore 



184 PARADISE! .LOST. s. ▼in. 

H«r loss, and other pleaauros ail abjntbt 4H0 

When out of hope, behold her, not ikr off, 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adorned 

With what all Earth or Qearen could bestow 

To mako Iier andiahle : On she came, 

Led by lier heavenly Maker, though unseen, 4& 

And guided by his voice; nor uniiJbrm'd 

Of nuptial sanctitj^ and marriage rites : 

Graco wiis in all hor steps, Heaven in her eye. 

In every ycsturc dignity and love. 

1, overjoy *d, could not forboar aloud : 490 

This turn hath made amends ; tliou hast folfiHM 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fair ! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifls ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesli, myself 495 

Before mo : Woman is her name ; of Man 
Extracted ; for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere j 
And they shall be one flosh, one heart, olle soul. 

She heard me thus : and though divinely brought, 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty, 50^ 

Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth, •. 

That would be woo'd, and not unsought to be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retired, 
The more desirable ; or, to say all, 505 

Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought, 
Wrought in her so, that seeing me she tum'd : 
I follow'd her ; she wliat was honour knew, 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason. To tfie nuptial bower 510 

I led her blushing like the morn : AH Ileavea 
And happy constellations on that hour 
Shod their selectcst inlluencc ; the Earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs 515 

Whisper'd it to the woods, and from tlicir win^ 
Flung roflue, flung odours from the spicy stenih. 
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ng, till Um amoRHM bird of niglk 
oiisali and bid liute the evening star 
lill top, to ligrht the Jnridal lamp. 8£(> 

bave 1 told thee all my itate, and brongbt f^ 
7 16 the sum of earthly bliss, 
enjoy ; and must confess to find ■ 
ings else delight indeed, but such r 

or not, works in the mind not change, . 585 
3ment desire ; these delicacies 
>f taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flowsra, 
uid the melody of birds : but here 
rwise, transported I behold, 
rted touch ', here passion first I felt, 530 

ion strange ! in all enjoyments else 
and unmoved ; here only weak 
the charm of Beauty's powerful glance. . 
ro fail'd in me, andjofl some part 
f enough such object to sustain ; 535 

my side subducting, took perhaps ' ^'^ 

m enough ; at least on her bestow'd 
■h of ornament, in outward show 
3, of inward less exact. 
I understand in the prime end 610 

re her the inferior, in the mind ,-f 

ard faculties, which most excel ; 
jrd also her resembling less 
re who made both, and less expretriag 
racter of that dominion given 645 

sr creatures : Tet when I approacli 
liness, so absolute she seems 
lerself complete, so well to know 
1, that what she wills to do or say 
wisest, virtuousost, discreetest, best : 560 

Br knowledge in her presence ftllt 
d \ Wisdom in discourse with her 
■countenanced, and like folly sbowf ', 
y and Reason on her ifait, 
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.A4 one inteiicled firsts not after BMide 810 

UccasionaUy $ ukl, to cosMumiMie aU, ^ 
Greatness of mind and n^eaeai theb aeeft 
'^Bnild in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed. 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow : S6^ 
Accua^ot Nature, she hath done her part ; 
Do thou but tliino ; and be not diffident 
Of Wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dinoaiw not her, when most thou need'st her irfglty 
By dttributing overmuch to things .^ BO^ 

Leas ezellent, as thou thyself perceivest. '?^ 

For, what admirest thou, what transports thM M? 
An outside ? fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love ; 
Not thy subjection ; Weigh with her thyself; 919 
Then value : Ofttiraes nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on just and right 
Well managed ; of that skill the more thou know*al» 
The more she will acknowledge thee her headj 
. And to realities yield all her shows : .875 

Made so adorn for thy delight the more, 
80 awful, that with honour thou mayst love ,y^. ' 

Thy mate, who sees when thou art seemleast wiefe. jm 
But if the sense of touch, hereby mankind • 

Is propagated, seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other ; think the same vouehsafiMi 
To cattle and each beast ; which would not be 
To ^em made common and divulged, if anght 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him move. 
What higher in her society thoufind'st 
Attractive, human, rational, love still ; 
In loving thou dost well, in passion not, 
Wherein true love consists not : Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges ; hath hai setft M 
In reason and is judicio\|B -, is the soale 
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lich to heaveiilf love thou mayst aicend, - 
nk in carnal pleaiiird ; for which catiae, 
r tho beasts no mate f^ thee was found, 
vhom thus, half abash'd, Adam replied : SOO" 
r hbr outside fbrai'd so fair, nor aught ' 
creation common to all kinds 
g\k hij^her of the genial bed by &r, % 
ath mysterious reverence I deem,) 
ch dcUghts me, as those graceful acts, ' 600 
thousand decencies, that daily flow 
•11 her words and actions mix'd with love ' '• 
ireet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
of pund, or in us both one soul ; 
my to behold in wedded pair 606 

grateful than harmonious sound to the ear. 
ese subject not ; I to thee disclose* 
inward thence I feel, not therefore foiled, 
neet with various objectify from the seme 
isly representing ; yet still firee, 61$ 

ve the best, and follow what I approve. 
e thou biamest me not '* for Love,^he« ity'fty 
up to Heaven, is both the way and guide : 
vith me then, if lawful what I ask : 
lot the heavenly Spirits, and how their lofve 016 
BS they ? by looks only ? or do they mix 
mce, virtual or immediate touch ? 
whom the Angel, with a smile that glow'd 
ial rosy red, Love's proper hue, 
ifd : Let it suffice thee that thou know'st 620 
ppy, and without love no happiness 
3ver pure thou in the body enjoy'st 
pure thou wer^created,) we enjoy 
Inence ; and obstacle find none 
imbrane, joint, or limb, exclusive bars ; 626 

r than air with air, if Spirits embrace, 
they mix, union of pure with pure 
ing, nor restrain'd con^yance need, 
ih to mix with flesh, or soul witli soul. 



\r' 



PA&ADISE LOST. 9. no. 

Bm I «aa now no mora ; the partin^^ sun ON 

Beyond the Earth's green Cape and verdant IiIm 
fiMperian sets, my sigrnal to depart. 
Be atrong, live happy, and love 1 But, first of aUy 
Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His .great <^mmand ' take heed lest passion sway 636 
Thy jndfiyeiit to do aught, which else free will 
Would not adnut : thine, and of all thy sons, 
The wwl or woe in thee is placed : beware I 

• I in itaf_ persevering shall rejoice. 
And 01 the bless'd : Stand fast; to stand or fii)U ^640 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. ^ *:■■'■ 

Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to transgress repel. 

Bo saying, ho arose ; whom Adam thus 
FoQbw'd with benediction. Since to part, 615 

Cro, heavenly guest, ethereal Messenger, 
6ent from whose sovereign goodness 1 adore ! 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honour'd ever 
With grateful^memory : ^hou to mankind 060 

Be good and friendly still, and ofl return ! 

"^ So parted they ; the Angel up to Heaven * 

I'Vom the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. . 
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BOOK IX. 



AUUfbavinc eompafsed the Earth, with meditated ffoile rattiraf) 
M a milt, py night into Paradise ; enters ieto the mrpent sleep* 
inc. Adam and Eve in the morning go forth to their Iabour«t 
wnieh Eve proposes to divide in several places, each labourin|( , 
•Mtrt: Adam consents not ; alleging tlieaanger, lest that enemy, 
M whom they were forewarned, should attempt bor fonnd alone ; 
%ve, loath to be thought not circamspect or nm enough, urges 
hsrr going apart^ the rather desirous to make trial of her strength ; 
Adam at last yields : The Qernent finds her alone ; his subtle ap- 
proaeh, first gazing, then spoaKing ; with maoh flattery extolling 
£ve above all other creatures. Eve. wondering to hear the Ser- 
pent speak, asks how ho attained to human speech and such un- 
derstanding not till now ; the Berpent answers, that by tastinff 
of a certain tree in the fl^rdon tie attained both to sjwech and 
reason, till then void or both : ^ve requires him to bring hei to 
tKat tree, and finds it to be tbo tree of knowledge fbrbidden : Tho 
Berpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles and arguments, in« 
dacefl hor at length to eat ; .she, pleased with tho taste, deliboratea 
Awhil«* whether to impart thereof to Adam or not; at last brings 
him of the fruit; relates what persnaded her to eat thereof; 
Adam, at fir^t amazed, but perceiving ber lost, rosolvM, through 
Tebemcnco of lovo, to perish with her: and,extenuaii]ig the tres- 
pass, ents also of the fruit ; *]& opocts thereof in tbem both ; 
they sock to cover their nakedness ; then &11 to variance and 
accusation o^one another. 

Ko more of talk where God or An^l guest 

With Man, as with his friend, familiar used, 

To sit indulgent, and with him partake 

Kural repast ; permitting him Vie while 

Venial discourse unblamed. I now must change 5 

Those notes to tragic ; foul distrust, and breach 

ID^oyal on th»]Mtrt of Man, rcTolt, 

And'disobedience : on the part of Heaven, 

Now alienated, distance and distaste. 

Anger and just rebuke, and judgment given, 10 

That brought into this world a world of woe, 

81n and her shadow Death, and misery. 

Death's harbinger : sad task \ yet tegiunent 

Not h'.8B but more heroic than the wrath 

Of storn Achilles on his foo pursued 15 
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Thiie« fugitive about Troy wall ; or rage 
Of TomuB for Lavinia diaespoused ; 
Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that so long 
P*rplez'd the Greek, and Cytlierca's son ; 
If answerable style I can obtain 
Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 
Her nightly visitation unimplorcd, ; 
And dictates to me slumbering ; or inspires 
Eaay my impremeditated verse : 
Since first this subject for heroic song 
Pleased rae long choosing, and beginning late ; 
Hot sedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 
Heroic deem'd ; chief mastery 1;o dissect 
With long and tedious havoc fablod knights 
In battles feign'd ; the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung ; or to describe races and games, 
Or tilting furniture, imblazon'd Hii'.elds, 
Impresses quaint, caparisons and stccdn, 
Bases and tinsel trappings,%orgcous kniglits 
At joust and tournament ; then iiiarshal'd feast 
Served up in hall with sewers and scnoshals ; 
The skill of artifice or office moan, 
Not that which justly gives heroic name 
To person or to poem. Mo, of these 
Nor Bkill'd nor studiou*., lii^her argument 
Remains ; sufHcient of itself to raise 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depress'd ; and mucli ilicy may. if oil be mine. 
Not hers, who brings it njirhlly to my ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose office iH to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 
*Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd the horizon round t 
f^hen Satan; who late fled before the threats 
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Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 

In meditated fraud and malice, bent 65 

On Man*8 destruction, maugre wbat might hap 

Of heavier on himself, fearless* retum'd. 

By night he fled, and at midhight return'd 

From compassing the earth ; cantious of day, 

Since Uriel, regent of the sun, descried 00 

His entrance, and forewam'd the Cherubim 

That kept their watch ; thence full of anguish driven, 

The space of seven continued nights he rode 

With darkness ; thrice the equinoctial line 

He circled ; four time's cross'd the car of night. 65 

From pole to pole, traversing each colure ; 

On the eighth return'd ; and, on the coast averse 

From entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 

Found unsuspected way. There was a place, 

Now not, though sin, not time, first wrought the change, 

Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradise, 71 

Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 

Rose up a fountain by the tree' of life : 

In with the river sunk, and with it rose 

Satan, involved in rising mist ; then sought 7S 

Where to lie hid ; sea he had searched, and land, 

From Eden over Pontus and the pool 

Mteotis, up beyond the river Ob ; 

Downward as far antarctic ; and in length, 

West from Orontea to the ocean barr'd BO 

At Darien ; thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indas : Thus the orb he roam'd 

With narrow seiich ; and with inspection deep 

Considered every creature, which of all 

Most opportune might serve his wiles ; and found SS 

The Serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 

Him after long debate, irresolute 

Of thoughts revolved, his final sentence chose 

Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 

T6 enter, and his dark soggestions hide ^ 

From gbturpeet mgbt : for^ in the wUy «m3ka 
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Whatever sleights, none would suspicious marky 

As from his wit and native subtlety 

Proceeding ; which, ia other beasts obscrvod> 

Doubt might, beget of diabolic power ^ 

Active within, beyond the sense of brute. 

Thus he resolved, but first from inward grief 

His bursting passion into plaints tlius pour'd : 

O Earth, how like to Heaven, if not prefj^rr'd 
More justly, seat worthier of Gods, as built 100 

With second thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For what God, afler better, worse would build ? 
Terrestrial Heaven, danced round by other Heavenfl 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems, 105 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred influence ! As God in Heaven 
Is centre, yet extends to all ; so thou, 
Centring, ruceivest from all those orbs : in thee 
Not in themselves, all their known virtue appears 110 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all sunim'd up in Man. 
With what delitrht could I have walk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in aught, sweet interchange 115 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown*d, 
Rocks, dons, and caves! But I in none of tlieso 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 120 

Torment within mc, as from the hatefhl siege 
Of contraries : all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in Heaven much worse would be my stale. 
But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven 
To dwell, unless by mfistcring Heaven's Supreme J 126 
Nor hope to be myself loss miserable 
By what 1 sook, but others to make such 
As I, tliongh thereby worse to me redound: 
For only in destroying 1 fiud case 
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To my relentleM tiuraghts ; and, him deBtroj*d» 130 
Or won to what may work his utter loss. 
For whom all this was made, all this will soon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe ; 
In woe then ; that dostniction wide may range : 
To me shall be the glory sole among 135 

The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr*d 
What he, Almighty styled, six nights and days 
Continued making ; and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving ? though perhaps 
Not longer since than [, in one night, freed 140 

From servitude inglorious well nigh half 
The angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers : He, to be avenged, 
And to repair his numbers thus impaired, 
VThether such virtue spent of old now fail'd 145 

More Angels to create, if they at least 
Are his created, or, to spite us more, 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature form'd of earth, and him endow, 
Exalted from so base original, 150 

"With heavenly spoils, our spoils • What he decreed, 
He effected ; Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his seat. 
Him lord pronounced ; and, O indignity ! 
Subjected to his service angel-wings, 155 

And flaming ministers to watcli and tend 
Their earthly charge : Of these the vigilance 
I dr^ad; and, to elude, thiui wrapp'd in mist 
Of midnight vapour glide obscmre, and pry 
In every bush and brake, where hap may find 160 
J The serpent sleeping ; in whose maiy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul descent ! that I, who erst contended 
With Gods to sit the highest, am now constrain'd 
Into a beast -, and, mix'd with bestial slime, 1C5 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute. 
That to the height of Dcitv aspired i 
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Bat what will not ambition and revenge 

Descend to ? Who aspires must clown as low 

As high he soar'd ; obnoxious, first or lost, ' 170 

To basest things. Revenue, at first though sweet* 

Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 

Let it ; I reck not, so it light well aiiu'd, 

Since higher I fall short, on him who next 

Provokes my envy, this new favourite 175 

Of Heaven, this man of clay, son of despite, 

Whom, us the more to spite, his Maker raised 

From dust : Spite then with spite is best repaid. 

So saying, through each thicket dank or dry, 
Like a black mist low-croeping, he held on 180 

His midnight search, where soonest ho might find 
The serpent ; him fsLst sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roU'd, 
His head the midst, well stored with subtile wiles. 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 185 

Nor noccnt yet ; but, on the grassy herb, 
Fearless unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 
The Devil enter 'd ; and his brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspired 
With act intolligential ; but his sleep 190 

Disturbed not, waiting close the a})proach of mom. 
Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathed 
Their morning incense, when all tilings that breathe, 
From the Earth's great altar send up silent praise 19$ 
To the Cre(\tor, and his nostrils fill 
With grateful smell, forth came the human pair. 
And join'd their vocal worship to the choir 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 200 
Then comnmne, how that day Ihcy best may ply 
Their growing work ; for mflch their work outgrew 
The hands' despatch of two gardening so widCi 
And Eve first to her husband thus began : 

Adam, well may we labour still to dress 
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Thii garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower, 
Our pleasant task enjoin'd ; but, till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by restraint ; what we by day 
Lop ovorirrowu, or prune, or prop, or bind, SIO 

One night or two with wanton growth derides, 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise, 
Or bear what to my mind first thoughts present : 
Let us divide our labours ; thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb ; while I, 
In yonder spring of roses intermixed 
With myrtle, find what to redress till noon : 
For, while so near each other thus all day 220 

Our task we choose, what wonder if, so near, 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on ; which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and the hour of supper comes uneam'd.' 29B 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd : 
Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear ! 
Well hast thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ 'd, 
How we might best fulfil the work which here 230 
God hath assign'd us ; nor of me shalt pass 
Unpraised : for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to study household good. 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Tet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 235 

Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Refreshment, whether food or talk between, 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles ; for smiles from reason flow, 
To brute denied, and are of love the food ; 240 

Love, not the fewest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to delight, 
Me mtde ub, and delight to reason Vom'^. 
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These paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide SMS 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Assist us : but, if much converse perhaps 

Thee satiatOi to short absence I could yield : 

For solitude sometimes is best society, 

And short retirement urges sweet return. SSO 

JBut other doubt possesses me, lest harm 

Befal thee severed from me ; for thon know'st 

What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happiness, and of his own 

Despairing, seeks to work us woo and shame 255 

By sly assault ; aud somewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wish and best advantage, us asunder ; 

Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where each 

To other speedy aid might lend at need : 960 

Whether his first design be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb 

Conjugal love, than which perliaps no bliss 

Enjoy 'd by us excites his envy more ; 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 265 

That gave thee being, still sliades thee, and protects 

The wife, whore danger or dishonour lurks, 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stigrs, 

Who guards her, or with her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, ■ 270 

As one who loves, and some unkindness meets, 
With sweet austere oomposure Urns replied : 

Offspring of Heaven and Earth, and all Earth's Lord'. 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 275 

And from the parting Angel overheard. 
As in a shady nook 1 stood behind. 
Just then returned at shut of evening flowers. 
But, that tliou shouldst my firnmess tlierefore doubt 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 880 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
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violence thoa fear'st not, being such 
As we, not capable of death or pain, 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 269 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduced ; 
- Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breast, 
Adam, mistho.ught of her to thee so dear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam replied : 290 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art ; from sin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
The attempt itself, intended by our foe. 295 

For he who tempts, though in vain^ at least asperses 
The tempted with dishonour foul ; supposed 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Against temptation : thou thyself with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the offer'd wrong, 300 

Though iiieffectual found : , misdeem not then, 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare ? 
Or daring, first on me the assault shall light. 305 

Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn ; 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels ; nor think superfluous ^others' aid. 
I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 
Access in every virtue ; in thy sight 310 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength ; while shame, thou looking en, 
Sliame to be overcome or overreach'd, 
Wonld utmost vigour raise, and raised unite. 
Why shculdst not thou like sense within thee feel 315 
When I am present, and thy trial choose 
With me, best witness of thy virtue tried ? 

So spake domestic Adam in his cax« 
And miUrmomtd love ; but £v», ivYvo tho^o^^ 
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liOK Attributed to hor faith sincere, 380 

Tliiis hor reply with accent sweet renewed : 

[f this bo our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straiten'd by a foe. 
Subtle or violent^ we not endued 
Single with like defence, whorc% er met ; 386 

How are wc liuppy, still in fear of harm ? 
But harm precedes not sin : only our foe, 
Tempting, affronts us witli his foul esteem 
Of our integrity : his foul esteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330 

Foul on himself; then wherefore shunn'd or fear*d 
By us ? who rather double honour gain 
From his surmise proved fidse ; find peace within, 
Favour from Heaven, our witness, from tho event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay'd 335 

Alone, without exterior help sustained f 
Let us not then suspect our happy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise, 
As not secure to single or combined. 
Frail is our happino&'s, if tliis be so, 340 

And Eden wore no Eden, thus exposed. 

To whom thus Adam fervently replied : 
O Woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them : His creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient Icfl 345 

Of all Uiat he created, much less Man, 
Or aught that might his happy state secure, 
Secure from outward force ; within himself 
The danger lies, yet Ues within his power : 
Against his will he can receive no harm. 350 

But God lcf\ free the will ; for what obeys 
Reason, is free ; and Reason he made right. 
But bid her well beware, and still erect ; 
Lest, by some fair^appearing good surprisedi 
She dictate false ; and misinform the will 356 

To do what God expressly hath forbid. 
Xjfot then xnistnufti but tender love, enjoins , 
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TThat I should mind thee oft ; and mind thou me, 

Firm we subsist, jet possible to swerve ; 

Since Reai&on not impossibly may meet 3G0 

Some specious object by the foe subom'd, 

And fall into deception imaware, 

|lot keeping strictest watch, as she was waih'd. 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely if from me 365 

Thou sever not : trial will come unsought. 

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 

Fix0t thy obedience ; the other who can know, 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 

But, if thou thinlt, trial unsought may find 370 

Us both securer than thus wam'd thou seem'st, 

Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ; 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou host of virtue ', summon all ! 

For God towards thoe hath done his part : do thine. 

So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 376 
Persisted ; yet submiss, though last, replied : 

With thy permission tlien, and thus forewarned 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
Touch'd only ; that our trial, when least sought, 
May find us both perhaps far less prepared, 380 

The willingor I go, nor much expect 
A £>e so proud will first the weaker seek ; 
8o bent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew ; and, like a Woodnymph light, 385 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves ; but Delia*! self 
In gait surpassed, and goddosslike deport, 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd, 
But with such gardening tools as Art yet rude, 390 
Guiltless of fire, had form'd, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Xiikest she seom'd, Pomona when she fled 
Yertamnufl, or to Ceres in her prime, 
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Tet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 396 

Her long with ardent look liis eye pursued 

Delighted, but desiring more her staj. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 

Repeated ', she to him as oft engaged 

To be return 'd by noon amid the bower. 

And all things in best order to invite 

Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 

O much deceived, much failing, hapless Eve, 

Of thy presumed return ! event perverse ! 

Thou never from that hour in Paradise 406 

Found'st either sweet repast or sound repose ; 

Such ambush, hid among sweet flowers and shades 

Waited with hellish rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee back 

Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss ! 410 

For now, and since first break of dawn, the Fiend, 

Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come ; 

And on his quest, where likeliest he might find 

The only two of mankind, but in them 

The whole inclnded race, his purposed prey. 416 

In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 

Of grove or garden plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendance,' or plantation for delight ; 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 

He sought them both, but wished his hap might find 

Eve separate ; he wisl\'d, but not with hope 481 

Of what so seldom chanced ; when to his wish, 

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 

Veil'd in a cloud of firagrance, where she stood, 

Half spied, so thick the roses blushing round 4S5 

About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 

Each flower of slender stalk, whose head, though gay 

Carnation, purple, azure, or speck'd with gold. 

Hung drooping unsustain'd ; them she upstays 

Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while 491 

Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 

From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh^. 
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: he drew, aad many a walk traT^rsed 
teliost covert, cedar, pine, or palm ; 
voluble and bold, now hid, now seen, 435 

T thick-woven orborets, and flowers 
ider'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
loro delicious than those gardens fei^'d 
revived Adonis, or renown'd 
us, host of old Laertes* son ; 440 

:t, not mystic, where the sapient king 
iallianco with his &ir Egyptian spouse. 
lie the place admired, the person more. 
) who long in populous city pent, 
) houses thick and sewers annoy the air, 445 
issuing on a summer's mom, to breathe 
g the pleasant villages and farms 
i'd, from each thing met conceives delight ; 
mell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, 
iry, each rural sight, each rural sound ; 450 

.ncc, with nymphliko step, &ir virgin pass, 
pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more ; 
lost, and in her look sums all delight : 
pleasure took the Serpent to behold 
lowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve, 455 

early, thus alone : her heavenly form 
!ic, but muro soil and feminme, 
Toceful innocence, her every air 
isture, or least action, overawed 
lallcc, and with rapine sweet bereaved 460 

crccness of the fierce intent it brought : 
space the Kvil One abstracted stood 
his own evil, and for the time remained 
dly good; of enmity disarm 'd, 
iiiie, or hate, of envy, of revenge : 405 

he hot Hell that always in him bums, 
gh in mid Heaven, soon ended his delight, 
tortures him now more, the more he sees 
loasurp, not for him ordain'd : then soon 
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Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 470 
Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites. 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with what sweet 
Compulsion thus transported, to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate, not love ; nor hope 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to taste 475 

Of pleasure ; but all pleasure to destroy, 
Save what is in destroying ; other j^y 
To me is lost. Then, let me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles ; behold alone 
The woman, opportune to all attempts, 480 

Her husband, for I view far round, not nighj 
Whose higher intellectual more I shun. 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould ; 
Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound, 485 

I not ; so much hath Hell debased, and pain 
Enfeebled me, to what I was in Heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods ! 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 
And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate, 490 

Hate stronger, under show of love well feign'd ; *, 

The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So spake the enemy of mankind, enclosed 
In serpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 
Address'd his way : not with indented wave, 495 

Prone on the ground, as since ; but on his rear, 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a surging maze ! ^is head 
Crested alofl, and carbuncle his eyes ; 
With burnished nock of verdant gold, erect 601^ 

Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasing was his shape 
And lovely ; never since of serpent-kind 
Lovelier, not those that in Illyria changed^ 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the god ' i^^ 

7n Epidaurus ; nor to which transform'd 
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Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline, was seen ; 
He with Olympias ; tliis with her who bore 
Scipio, the height of Rome»:^^ith tract oblique 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd 510 

To interrupt, sidelong he works his way, 
Ai when a ship, by skilful steersmen wrought 
Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oil so steers^ and shifts her sail : 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 515 

CurPd many a wanton ^wreath in sight of Eve, 
To lure her eye ; she, busied, heard the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as used 
To such disport before her through the field. 
From every beast ; more duteous at her call 520 

Than at Circeon caU the herd disguised. 
He, bolder now, uncall'd before her stood. 
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 
His turret crest, and'sleek enamel neck, 
Fawning ; and lick'd the ground whereon she trod. 525 
His gentle dumb expression turn'd at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his play : he, glad 
Of her attention gain'd, with serpent-tongue 
Organic, or impulse of vocal air. 
His fraudulent temptation thus began : 530 

Wonder not, sovereign Mistress, if perhaps 
ThoQ canst, who art sole wonder ! much less arm 
Thy* looks, the Heaven of mildness, wilh disdain, 
Displeased that I approach thee thus, and gaza 
Insatiate ; I thus single ; nor have fear'd 535 

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gifl) and thy celestial beauty adore 
With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld, 540 

Where universally admired ; but here 
In thlp enclosure wild, these beasts among. 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fkir, one man except, 
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Who sees thee ? (and what is one ?) who Bhould be eetai 
A Groddess among Gods, adored and served 546 

By Angels numberless, thy daily train. 

So glozed the Tempter, and his proem toned : 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 
Though at the voice much marveling ; at length 650 
Not unamfLzed, she thus in answer spake : 
' What may this mean ? language of man prononneed 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd f 
The first, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts ; whom Grod, on their creation-day, 565 
Created mute to all articulate sound : 
The latter I demur ; for in their looks 
Much reason, and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent, subtlest beast of all the field ' 

I knew, but not with human voice endued ; 560 

Redouble then this miracle, and say. 
How earnest thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? 
Say, for such'wondor claims attention due. 565 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus replied : 
Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve ! 
Easy to me it is to tell thee all [obey'd: 

What thou comnuuid'st ; and right thou shonldst be 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 670 

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low, 
^ As was my food ; nor aught but food discerned 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till, on a day roving the field, I chanced 
A goodly tree far distant to behold 575 

Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd, 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour blown, 
Grateful to appetite, more pleased my sense 
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats >* 580 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Uxisuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
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To satisfy the sharp desire I had 

Of tasting those £ur apples, I resolved 

Not to defer ; hunger and thirst at once, 585 

Powerful persnaders, qtiicken'd at the scent 

Of that alluring fruit, urged me so kesb. 

About the mossy trunk I wound me soon ; 

For, high from ground the branches would require 

Thy utmost reach or Adam's : round the tree 590 

All other beasts that saw, with like desire 

Longing and envying stood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and oat ray fill 

I spared not ; for, such pleasure till that hoar, 51K> 

At fe> d or fountain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reason in my inward powers ; and i^ech 

Wanted not long ; though to this shape retained. 600 

Thenceforth to speculations Iiigh or deep 

I torn'd my thouglits, and with capacious mind 

Considered all things visible in Heaven, 

Or Earth, or Middle ; all things fair and good : 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 605 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heavenly ray, 

United I beheld *, no fiiir to thine 

Equivalent or second ! which compell'd 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 

And gaze, and worship thee of right declared 010 

Sov'reign of creatures, universal Dame ! 

So talk'd the spirited sly Snake ; and Eve, 
Tet more amazed, unwary thus replied : 
Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first proved : €15 

But say, where grows the tree ? from hence how far.' 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To us ; in Buch abundance lies our choice, 
At lettTOB a greater iAore of fruit \Lnlo\&cVd) ^^ 
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Still hanging incorruptiblo, tUl men 
Grow up to their provision, and more handf 
Help to disburden Nature of hor birth. 

To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad : 
Empress, the way is ready, and not long ; 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, . 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket passed 
Of blowing myrrh and balm : if thou accept 
My conduct, 1 can bring thee thither soon. 

Lead then, said Eve. Ho, leading, swifUy roll'd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight, 
To mischief swiil. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wandering fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold environs round, < 

Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oflt, they say, some evil Spirit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light. 
Misleads the amazed night-wanderer from his way 
To bogs and mires, and oft tlu'ough pond or pool ; 4 
There swallowed up and lost, from succour far. 
So glister'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe ; i 

Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake : 

Serpent, we might have spared our coming hithe 
Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to ezcesB, 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee ; 
Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effects. 
But of this tree wo may not taste nor touch ; ( 

God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice ; the rest, we livA 
Law to ourselves ; our reason is our law. 

To whom the Tempter guilefully replied : 
Indeed ! hath God then said that of the fruit ( 

Of all those garden-trees ye shall not eat, 
Yet Lords declared of all in earth or air ? 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : Of thd fruit 
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Of each trie In thitf^ Jrafden ^k^ may eat ; ^ 

Bat of the%int of this hit tree amidst 660 



The garden, Ckid hath mid, Te shall not eat 
- thefteot, nor diall ^ Um6h it, lest ye die. [boU 

She scarce had said, though liiie( when>ilow more 
. ^Hie Tempter, but with dbbw of zed and lore 
To Bfan, and indignatioa at his wrong, 665 

Hew put pats on ; and, as to pasrabn moTed, 
Thietaates distnrfo'd, yet comely and in iut 

, as of some greatmatter to biggin. '•^^' 
wbien of old some orator renown*d, 
In Athens or free Rome, where eloqaenoe 670 

noaririi'd, since mate ! to some great canse addrqpB'd, 
Stood in hunsc)^ coIleetM ; while ea<^ part, 
Mutian, each act wpa wdieheiD ere the tongue : 
Sometimes in height began, atf no' ^lay 
^Df prefiust brooking, throogh his wkH of right : 673 
\ Jfe Mnding, moving, of to height np grown, 
T|» Tempter, all imptinrioa'd, thus began : 
O«iored, wise, and wisdom-giTing Plant, 
^ Mcfther of science ! now I feel thy power ^^ 

Within me clear; not oidy to discern ' 080 ---^ 

JUngs in their causes, but to traee the ways 
Of highest agents, deem*d howerer wipe. 
Qneen of this universe ! do not iMlieve 
Those rigid threats of death : ye idiall not die : 
How ahcmld you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 685 
^ knowledge ; by the tlweatener ? lode on me, 
M/Bf who have touched and tasted ; yet both live, 

JCnd^to more perfiM»t have attained than Fkte 
y Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 

1 Shan Chat be shut to Kan, which teethe Beast 690 
f Is open ? or will God incense his ire » 

' fVir soch a petty tre)q>ass ? and not praise 
Rather your dauntless firtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death he^ 
D«^Dr*d not fiiomaCbieTing whit inig^tlB«& f^^ 
T# Jjp j ii f' i f M, knowMgs of good iM vnL 
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Of good how just ? of eyil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd i 
God therefore cannot hurt je, and be just ; 
Not just ; not God ; not fear'd then, nor obeyed : 700 
Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe ? 
Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant 
His worshippers ? He knows that in the day 
Ye cat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear, 705 

Yet are but dim, shall perfectly bo then 
Open'd and cleared, and yo shall be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 
That ye shall be as Gods, since I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet ; 710 

I, of brute, human ; ye, of human, Gods. 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wished, 
Though tlireatcn'd, which no worse than tliisca&liriof . 
And what arc Gods, that Man may not bocomo 7i5 
As they, participating Godlike food ? 
The Gods are first, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds * 
1 question it ; for this fair earth I see, 
Warm'd by the sun, producing every kind ; 730 

Them, nothing : if they all things, who enclosed 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree, 
That whoso eats thereof forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 
The offence, that Man should tlius attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or tliis tree 796 
Impart against his will, if all be his ? 
Or is it envy ? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts ? — Those, those, and many more 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 730 

Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste ! 
He ended *, and lua words, replete with guile. 
Into her heart too easy CTvVc;iXVR.^ vjwv*, 
I'ix'a on the fimt sYie a^xeCL^v«VLVi\\.\.Q>a«\>s3A. 
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Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the sound 735 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason to her seeming, and with truth : 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and waked 
An eager appetite, raised by the smell 
So savoury of that fruit, which with desire, 740 

Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
PtfQsing awhile, thus to herself she mused : 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits, 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admired ; 
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first essay 746 

Gave elofeution to the mute, and tr«^ht 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praise : 
Thy praise lie also, who forbids thy use. 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree 750 

Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
ForUds us then to taste ! but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want ; 
For good unknown sure is not had : or, had 755 

And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise ? 
Such prohibitions bind not. But if death 
Bind us with afler-bands, what profits then 760 

Ooi inward freedom P In the day we cat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die ! 
How dies the Serpent ? he hath eaten, lives, 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns. 
Irrational till then. For us alone 765 

Was death invented ? or to us denied ^ 

This intellectual food, for beasts reserved .' 
For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which first 
Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy 
The good befallen him, author unsutpecV, Tl^ 

Tnendly to man, far from deceit ot g\u\e. 
Wbut fenr I then ? rather, what kuoYr to fevc 
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Under this ignorance of g(N)d and eyil, 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine, 775 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste, 

Of virtue to make wise : Wliat hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body and miud ? 

So saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth roacliing to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat ! 78Q 
Earth felt tlio wound ; and Nature from licr scat. 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe. 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
Tlio guilty Serpent ; and well might ; for Eve^ 
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 785 

Regarded ; such delight till then, as seem'd, 
In fruit she never tasted, whctlier true 
Or fancied so. Ilirough expectation high 
Of knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her thought. 
Greedily she ingorged without restraint, 799 

And iincw not eating death; Satiate at Icngtli, 
And heighten 'd as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Thus to Iicrself she pleasingly began : 

O sovereign, virtuous, precious of all trees 
In Paradise ! of operation blessM 795 

' To sapience, hitherto obscured, infamed, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; but henceforth my early care, 
Not witliout song, each morning, and due praifle^ 
Shall tenc^. tliee, and the fertile burden ease 60d 

Of thy full branches offer 'd free to all ; 
Till, dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge, as the Gods, who all things know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give : 
F<fr, had the giil been theirs, it had not here 805 

Thus grown. Experience next, to thee I owe, 
Best guide ; not following thee, I had remain'd 
In ignorance ; thou open'st wisdom's way, 
^nd ^ivcst accesB, \.Yvoug\i ^ct«\. «\a T^\it«« 
And I perhaps ua a<5CtftX *• li^w^u\ft\!iv\s^^ ^^ 
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Hish, and istl^Ui to ■•» ftJk t]ieiice 4i^^ 
flffh thing: ijin Ifarth ; and other eve perfanps 
Afay have ^PVSiM Aw cootiBnal watch 
Oar great Forbidder, aafe with all hia ipiea 
About him. 9iit to Adam m what aofft 815 

Shflllaifoar? ahalll tohimnkfceknowo 
A* yet my ehaage, and give hl^a to partaka 
Fall liappineaH with me^ or rathar not, 
But keep the oddo of knowMge in my power 
Without cG^wrtner ? ao to add what waata 829 

In ftmale sex, the more to draw hia knre, 
Aadi^l^flrmomoreoqiial; aadpexhi^a, 
A thfaiif not imdenraUe, aoraetime 
Si^rior; f<Hr inlevior, wlm is free ? 
ndnmay be well: But what if God have aeeo, 825 
ArM death ensue ? Then I shall be no mora ! 
Adam) wedded to another £ve, 
^e with her enjojring^ I aactinot ; ' 
to think! Confinqjdthea I reaoh«9 
shall share with me mnbHsa or woe : 680 

So dear I lore him, that withldm idl deaibi 
Kttmild en4ttre, without hi||livn no life. 

4Ski sayingy from the tnia her alep aho^tom^ ; 
BBt first low reverenoe done, adfco tte Power 
TlHtt dwelt within, whose presenaeliaduifiiaed ^ 
latd the plant sciential sap, derired 
SkMa nectar, drinkv«f Gods. Adam the while, 
^URaitiiv M^vooa her retun, had wove 
<Hr.<hoiotit Aoweratt garland, to adorn ^ 
Pij|illiniaiis, and her rural labotoi crown ; ■" #10 
Ai(j8bapeii oft are wont^^heir harvest-^iaeen. 
Cfanvt joy he pramiaed & ||ia thoughts, and new 
Maeo in her retocn, ao kmg deky'd t 
Xat oft hia heart, divine of fitaaething ill, 
Ifi^gave him { he the ftltoing measure Mi ; 8^^ 
Aid forth to vm^fk her wonl^ the way she took 
,nit»Qm whoB ifait tlioy pasted: by lMltt%« 
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Scarce from the tree returning ; in her hand 

^ bou^h of fairest fruit, that downy smiled, IBO 

New gathered, and ambrosial smell diffased. 

To him she hasted ; in her face excuse 

Came prologue, and apology, tbo prompt ; 

Which, with bland words at will, she thus addrew'd: 

Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my stay ? 666 
Thee J have miss*d, and thought it long, deprived 
Thy presence ; agony of love till now 
Not fell, nor shall be twice ; for never more 
Moan 1 to try, what rasli untried I sought, 
The pain of absence from thy sight But atrai^e.SOO 
Hatli been the cause, and wonderful' to hear : 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
Of dimofer tosted, or to evil unknown 
Openinij the way, but of divine effect 
To open eyes, end mnko them Gods who taste ; 18^ 
And hath been tasted such : The serpent wiae, • 
Or not restrained as we, or not obeying, 
Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is become, 
Not dead, as we are threatened, but thenceforth 
Endued with human voice and human sensei 870 

Reasoning to admiration ; and with me 
Persuasively hath so prevail'd that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
The effects to correspond ; opener mine eyes. 
Dim erst, dilated spirits, ampler heart, t75 

And growing up to Godhead ; which for the* 
Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise. 
For bliss, as thou hast part, to me is bliss; 
Tedious, unshared with thee« and odious aocni. 
Thou therefore also taste, tliat equal lot 881^ 

May join us, equyl joy, as equal love ; ^ 

Tjcst, thou not t;isting, different degree 
Disjoin us, knd I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit. 

Thus Eve, "wilh couTiVciiMv<ift>a\\\3ttftVi«t «IUirf told; 
But in h^r ch©o\i diftVemv^x ftatoa^ ^w^, %!fc 
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On the other ode Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal tiMpass done by Eve, amazed, 
Astonied stood and blank, while horror chill 
Ran ihxoagh his veins, and all his joints relax'd ; 800 
From his slack hand the garland wreathed for Eve 
Down dropped, and all the faded roses shed; 
Speechless he stood and palo, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke : 

O fairest of Creation, last and best 885 

Of all God's works, Creature in whom ozcell'd 
Whatever con to sight or thought be &rm'd^ 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou lost ! how on a sudden lost, 
Defaced, dcflower'd, and now to death devote ! 900 
Rather, how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden ! Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguiled thee, yet unknown, 
And me with thee hath ruin'd ; for with thee 905 
Certain my resolution is to die : 
How can I live witliout thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly join'd, 
To Uve again in these wild woods forlorn ! 
Should God create another Eve, and 1 910 

Anotlier rib afford, yet loss of thee 
Would never from my heart : no, no ! I feel 
The link of Nature draw me : flesh of flesh, 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe. 91 ^ 

So having said, as one from sad dismay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts disturbed 
Submitting to what seem'd remediless. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd : 

Bold deed thou hast presumed, adventurous Eve, 9S0 
And peril great provoked, who thus hast dared. 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacr^ to abstinence, 
Much more to futo it \m4i$x tai iQ tv(Kdla.. 



214 PARADISE LOST. B. n 

Rut pirst who can recal, or done undo ? 92 

Ncl Crod omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 
Is not so heinous now, foretasted frjiit, 
Profaned first bj the serpent, by him first 
Made common, and unhallow'd, ere our taste ; 93 
Nor^ot on hira found deadly; yet he lives ; 
Lives, as thou saidst, and gains to live, as Man, 
Higher dcrrree of life ; inducement strongr 
To us, as likely tasting to attain 
Proportional ascent ; which cannot be 931 

But to be Gods, or Angels demi-Gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wise. 
Though threatening, will in earnest so destroy 
Us his prime creatures, dignified so high, 
Set over all his works ; which in our faU, 94(1 

For us created, needs with us must fail, 
Dependent made ; so God shall uncreate, 
Bo frustrate, do, imclo, and labour lose ; 
Not well conceived of God, who, though his power 
Creation could repeat, yet would bo loath 94? 

Us to abolish, lest the Adversary 
Triumph, and say : " Fickle their state whom God 
Most favours ; who can plcare him long ? Me first 
He ruin'd, now Mankind ; whom will he next ?" 
Matter of scorn, not to be given the Foe. 95( 

However T with thee have lix'd my lot, 
Certain to undergo liko doom : If death 
Consort v/ith thee, death is to me as life ; 
So forcibly within my hoart I feel 
The bond of Nature draw me to my own ; 951 

My own in tlice, for what thou art is mine ; 
• Our state cannot be sever'd ; we are one, 
One fiosli ; to lose tlice were to lose myself. 
So Adam ; and thus Kve to him replied : 
O glorious trial of exceeding love, 96| 

JJIustrious evidence, example high ! 
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pariHctioii, how sliall I attain, 
from whose dear side I boast me sprung) 
adij of our union hear thee speak , 966 

art, one soul in both ; whereof good proof 
ly ftfiordsi declaring thee resolved, 
than death, or aught than death more dread) 
Bparate us, linked in love so dear, 
ergo with me one guilt, one erime, 970 . 

be, of tasting this fair fruit ; 
virtue (for of good still good proceeds, 
or by occasion) hath presented 
ippy trial of thy love, which else 
nently never had been known ? Q''^ 

1 1 thought doath menaced would eneuo 
y attempt, I would sustain alone 
)rBt, and not persuaded thee, rather die 
)d, than oblige thee with a fact 
ous to thy peace ; chiefly assured 980 

cably so late of thy so true, 
iful, love unequal'd : but I feel 
lerwisc the event ; not deatli, but life 
ntcd, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 
o dirine that what of sweet before 085 

mch'd my sense flat seems to this, and harsh, 
experience, Adam, freely taste, 
ir of death deliver to the winds». 
lying, she embraced him, and for joy ' 
ly wept ; much won, that he his love 990 

ennobled, as of choice to incur 
displeasure for her sake, or death. ^ 

mponse (for such compliance bad 
)compenso best merits) from the bough 
ve him of that fair enticing ihiit 095 

boral hand : he scrupled not to eat, 
t his better knowlcdf^c ; not deceived, 
idly overcome witli female charm, 
rembled from her entrails, as agoAii 
w; and A^aturo gave a second gTo^ov*, "V^J^ 
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Sky lour'd ; and, nrattering thunder, (wme mid, dropi 

Wept at completing of the mortal sin 

Original : while Adam took no thonght,^ 

Eating his fill ; nor Eve to' iterate 

Her fcirmer trespass foar*d, the more to sooth 1005 

Him with her loved society ; that now. 

As with new wine intoxicated both, 

Th^y swim in mirth, and ftncy that they feel 

IMvinity within them breeding wings, 

IKVivwiih to scorn the earth : But that fklM firoit 

^ar i^Uiex «^ration first display'd, 1011 

Carnal dc*aire inflaming; he on Eve 

fWi^t to cast lascivious eyes ; she him 

As wantonly repaid ; in lust they bum : 

Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move : 1015 

Eve, now I see tliou art exact of taste 
And elegant, of sapience no small part ; 
Since to each meaning savour we apply^ 
And palate call judicious ; I the praise 
Viold thee, so well this day thou hast purvey 'd. lOSO 
iyiuck pleasure wc have lost, while we abstain'd 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wish'd 
For this one tree hod been forbidden ten. 1085 

But conic, so well refreshed, i^w let us play, 
As meet is, ailcr such delicious faro ; 
For never did thy beauty, since the day 
I saw thee first and wedded thee, odom'd 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 1030 

With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree ! 

So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent ; well understood 
Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 1033 

Her hand he seized ; and to a shady bank 
^'^ck overhead with vwdaxvX. iwi^ vK^aa^^t'd, 
led her nobbing \oal\v *. fW\^<it^ ^w'i ^^ ^ysw&i^ 
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TaxUDM, anil liokts, and asphodel, 
And hyyinth ; Earth's freshest softest lap. 1040 

There toey their fill of love and love's disport 
TiMk largely, of their mutual guilt the sealj 
The Bolaoe of their sin ; till dewy sleep 
Opprees'd them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that-fiolacious fruit, 1(^ 

That With exhilarating vapour bland 
About their spirits had play'd, and inmost powers 
Made err, was now exhaled ; and grosser sleep, 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 
Incumbered, now had lefl them : up they rose lOoO 
Am from unrest ; and, each the other viewing, 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their mindlB 
HoT7 darken'd ; innocence, that as a veil 
Had shadow 'd them from knowing ill, wargone : 
Jiist confidence, and native righteousness^ lOu^ 

Aod honour, firom about them, naked left 
To guilty Shame ; he cover'd, but his robe 
TJneover'd more. So rose the Danite strong, 
Herculean Samson, from the harlot lap 
Of Philist6an Dalilah, and waked lOGO 

Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare 
Qf all their virtue : Silent, and in face 
'Confounded, long they sat, as stricken mute : 
Till Adam, though not lew than Eve abashed, 
At length gave utterance to these words constrained : 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 106G 

To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice ; true in our fall, 
Fake in our promised rising ; since our eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 107O 

Both good and evil : good lost, and ovil got ; 
Bid firuit of knowledge, if this be to know ; 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void, 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 
' Our wonted ornaments now soiVd and «\;aitCd^ V^^ 
And in our fkcea evident the aigna 

10 
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."W foul eoncupiscence ; whence evil 9tom ; 
Vvea shame, tj^e last of evila ; of the first 
Bo sure then. — How shall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, erst with joy 1080 

And rapture so oil beheld ? Those heavenly shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaxe 
Insufferably bright. O ! might I here 
In solitude Uvc savage ; in some glade 
Obscured, where highest woods, impenetrable 10^ 
To star or simlight, spread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening : Cover" me, ye Pines ! 
Te Cedars, with innumerable boughs ' 
Hide me, where I may never see them more ! — 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 1090 

What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that seem most 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together sew'd^ 
Anil girded on our loins, may cover round 1095 

Those middle parts ; that this new comer, Shamej 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counscl'd he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 
The fig tree ; not that kind for fruit renown'd, 1100 
But such as at this day, to Indians known, 
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 
Branching so broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar 'd shade 1105 

High overarch'd, and oclioing walks between : 
There oft tlie Indian herdsmen, shunning heat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing herd's 
At loopholes cut through thickest shade : Those leaves 
They gather'd, broad as Amazonian targe ; 1110 

And, with what skill they had, toigrether sew'd, 
To gird their waisl ■, vbatv e.ovetinor, if to hido 
Their guilt and dtead^A aWrcv^ \ 0,\va«w >ax^^^ 
To Uiat aiKl nailed ^Xoiy \ ^\x^\x o^ \a.^* 
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ColamlraB foon^ the Amenc^xi, so girt J^lj^o 

With feathered cincture ; naked else/and wiM 

Among the trees on isles and woo^ shores. 

Thus fenced, and, as they thought, their shame m pj4l 

Cover'd, but not at rest or ease of mind, 

They sat them down to weep ; nor only tears 11^ 

Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worse witbw 

Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate, 

Mbtnist,*8uspicion, discord ; and shook sore 

Their inward state of mind, calm region once 

And full df peace, now toss'd and turbulent : 11^ 

For Understanding ruled not, and the Will 

Heard not her lore ; both in subjection now 

To sensual appetite, who from beneath 

Usurping over sovereign Reason claimed 

Superior sway : From thus distemper'dbreajit^ l,13p 

Adam, estranged in look and^ altered style, 

S|^ch intermitted thus to Eye. renew'd : ^ 

Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words, and atid^ 
With me, as I besought thee, \^hen that strange 
I Desire of wandering, this unhappy morn, ljij35 

[ I know not whence possessed thee ; we had the^ 
^ Remain'd still happy ; not; w now, despoil'd 
Of all our good ; shamed, naked, miserable ! 
I XiOt none henceforth seek needless cause to approve 
i The fiuth they owe ; whfn earnestly they seek 1140 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. [Eve : 
^ To whom, soon moved with touch of blame, thu^ 
What words have pass'd thy lips, Adam, severe ! 
Imputest thou that to my default, or will 
\ Of wandering as thou caJl'st it, which who knows 1145 
But might as ill have happen'd ihou.being by, 
Or to thyself perhaps ? Hadst thou been there. 
Or here the attempt* fhou C9uldst not have discem'd 
Fraud in the Serpent, speaking as he spake ; 
No ground of enmity between us knowm, \V^ 

Why he should mean me ill, or eeek to \uLtva. 
f^ / ^ lui;ye Mveir jMQ^ed fren^ thy m4» « 
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As good haTo grown there still a lifelesA rib. 
Being as I am> why didst not thou, the head, 
Command me absolutely not to go. 
Going into such danger, as thou saidst ? 
1*00 facile then, thou didst not much gainsay } 
Nay^ 4Udst permit, approve, and fair dismiss^ 
Hadst thou been firm and fix'd in thy dissent. 
Neither had I transgress'd, nor thou with me. 

To whom, then first incensed, Adam replied : 
Is this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve ! expressed 
Immutablf , when thou wert lost, not I ; 
Who might have lived, and joy'd immortal blisky 
Tet willingly chose rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided, ns the Cfinse 
Of thy transgressing ? Not enough severe^ 
It seems, in thy restraint ; What could I more ? 
I wam'd thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 
The dangor, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait ; boyond this had been force ; 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on ; secursLi 
Either to meet no Qaii<^er, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps 
1 also err'd, in overmuch admiring^ 
What soem'd in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thco ; but I rue 
The error now, which is become my crime, 
' And thou the accuser. Thus it shall bei'al 
Him, who, to worth in women overtmsting, 
Lets her will rule : restraint she will not brook; 
And, left to herself, if evil thence ensue, 
She first his weak indulgince will accuse. 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemnin^ ; 
Atti of thfiir vain contest appeared no end* 
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Siui^fl transgression known,' the guardian Angels forsake Par ad ib'e, 
and return up to Heaven to approve their vigilance, and are ap-. 
•roved ; God declariiur that the entrance of Batan could not b& 
my them prevented. He sends his Son to judge the transgressors , 

' who descends and gives sentence accordingly ; then in pity clotheit 
them both, and reascends. Sin and Death, sitting till then at 
the gates of Hell, by wondrous sympathy feeling the success of 
Attan in this new world, and the sin bv Man there committed, 
leaotve to sit no longer confiaed in Hell, but to follow Satan their 
■ire up to the place of Man : ' To make the wajr easier from Hell 
to this world to and. fro, they pave a broad mghway or bridge 
•rer Chaos, accordiog to the tract that Satan first made ; then, 
areporing for Earth, they meet him. proud of his success, return 
ngto ^11; their mutual gratulatiun*. Satan arrives^at Pande 
nonium, in full assembly relates with boasting his success 
against Man ; instead of upplauso is entertained with a general 
hlM by all his audience, transformed witli liimself also suddenly 
into serpents, accordinz to his doom given in Paradise ; then, de- 
luded with a show of the forbidden tree springing up before 
them, they, greedily reaching to take of the fruit, chew du^t and 
better ashes. The proceedinp of Sin and Death : God foreteln 
the final victory of his Son over them, and the renewing of all 
things ; but, for the present, commands his Angels to make seve- 
ral alteratioHS in the Heavens and elements. Adam, more and 
Buore perceiving his fallen condition, heavily bewails, rejects tlie 
oondclement oi Eve ; she persists, and at length a{)poasos him : 
tbaOf to evade the curse likelv to fall on their offspring, proposes 
to Adam violent ways, whicn he approves not ; but, conceiving 
better hope, puts her in mind of the late promise made them, 
that her seed should be revenged on the Serfient : and exhorts 
ber with him to seek peace of the offended Deity, by repentance 
asd sut>plication. 



Ms AN WHILE the heinous and dcspitefiil act 
Of Satan, done in Paradise ; and how 
He, in the Serpent, had perverted Eve, 
Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit, 
Waa known in Heaven ; for what caiv aea.-^^^ \}ti.^ %^ti^ 
Of God all'BeeiDg, or deceive li'iB hcait 
0mmBO2CDt F who, in all thin^ Vise axed V^> 
10 * 
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Kinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with strength entire and free will arm'd, 

Complete to have discovcr'd and repulsed 1( 

Whatever wiles of foe or seeming friend. 

For still they knew, and ought to have still remember'd 

The high injunction, not to taste that fruit, 

Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying, 

f ncurr'd (what could they less ?) the penalty ; C 

And, manifold in sin, deserved to fall. 

Up into Heaven from Paradise in haste 

The Angelic guards ascended, mute and sad, 

For Man ; for of his state by tliis they knew, 

Much wondering how the subtle Fiond had stolen ft 

Entrance unseen. Soon as the unwelcome news 

From Earth arrived at Heaven-gate, displeased 

All were who heard ; dim Sadness did not sptr* 

That time celestial visages, yot, miz*d 

With pity, violated not their bliss. fS 

About the new-arrived, in multitudes 

The ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befol : They towards the throne supreniev 

Accountable, made haste, to make appear, 

With righteous pica, their utmost vigilance, - SS 

And easily approved : when the Most High 

Eternal Father, from his secret cloud. 

Amidst in thunder utter d thus his voice : 

Assembled Angels, and ye Powers retum'd 
From unsuccessful char^pre, be not dismay 'd, 05 

Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent ; 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass, 
When first this Tempter crossed ^he gulf from HelL 
I told ye then he should prevail, and speed 10 

On his bad errand ; Man should be seduced, 
^ flatter'd out of all, believing lies 

Dit his Maker *, no decree of mine 

orritig to necQeB\\.B.\,e \\\& ^^^^ 

Wh with. IVghXei^ mom«ti\. oiVcKs^aNM V 
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Htf free will, to her ovm inclinkig left 
III even scale. Bat fallen he is ; &nd now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pan 
On his transgression, death denounced that day ? 
Which he presumes already vain and void, 51^ 

^ * Because not yet inflicted, as he iear'd, 

'By some immediate 'stroke ; but soon shall find 
Vbffoearance no adquittaace, ere day end. 
Joftice shall not return as bounty scom*d. 
Bat whom send I. to judge them ? whom bat thee, 55 
j|dl^icegereat Son P To thee I have traasferr'd 
^ifcll judgment, whether in Heaven, or Earth, or Hellr 
'pvy it nii^ be seen that I intend 
*' Mbrcy colleague with Justicts, sending thee, 
Men's friend, his Mediator, his design'd 6D 

Both ransom 'and Redeemer voluntary, 
And destined Man himself to judge "Man fallen. 

80 spake the Father ; and, unfolding bright 
-Toward the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Btoxed forth unclouded Deity: He full 65 

Resplendent all his Father manifest 
, Kxpress'd, and thus divinely answer'd mild : / 

Father Eternal, thine ieio de<aree ; t 

Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy will 
finpnme ; that thou in me, thy Son beloved, 75 

Mayet ever rest well pleased. I go to judge 
O9 eerth these thy transgressors ; hut thou know'st, 
Whoever judged, the worst on me most light, 
When time shall be ; for eo I undertook 
' Before thee ; and; not repenting, this obtain 75 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me derived ; yet I shall temper so 
Jostice with mercy asimay illustrate most 
Them fully satisfied, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 80 
Are to behold the judgm^t, but the judged, 
ThiDie two; the third best abeenfc ie coiiA»iiin2^> 
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So haying said, he thus to Eve in few : < 
Say, Woman, what is this which thou hast done ? 

To whom sad Eto, with shame nigh ovQrwhehn'di 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge 16i 

Bold or loquacious, thus abash 'd replied : 
The Serpent me beguiled, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on the accused 
Serpent, though brute ; unable to transfer 1^ 

The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation ; justly then accursed, 
As vitiated in nature : More to know 
Concem'd not man (since he no further knew,) 170 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom applied, 
Though in mysterious terms, judged as then best : 
And on the Serpent thus his curse let fall : 

Because thou hast done this thou art accursed 175 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly grovelling thou shalt go. 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between Ihino and her seed ; 180 

Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel. 

So spake tliis oracle, then verified 
When Jesus, Son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air, then, rising from his grave, 185 

Spoil'd Principalities and Powers, triumphed 
In open show ; and, with ascension bright, 
Captivity led captive throuorli the air. 
The realm itself of Satan, loner usurp 'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 190 

Even he, who now foretold his fatal bruise ', 
' od to the woman thus his sentence turn'd I 
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Sy thy conception ; children thou shalt bring 

In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 195 

Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounced : 
Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wifOi 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charged thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat thereof: 200 
Cursed is the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life ; 
Thorns also and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unhid ; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 205 
Till thou return imto ^he ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy birth, 
For dust tliou art, and shalt to dust return. 

So judged he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent ; 
And the instant stroke of death, denounced that day, 
Removed far off; then, pitying how they stood 211 
Before him naked to the- air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd his servants' feet ; so now 215 
As father of his family, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
Or as the snake with youthfiil coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 220 

Of beasts, but inward nakedness much more 
Opprobrious^ with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father's sight. 
To him with swift ascent he up return'd, 
Into his blissful bosom re assumed 225 

In glory, as of old ; to him appeased 
All, though all-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and judged on £axtJh.^ 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Dq^Oq.^ ^9^ 

Js eomUryiMw within th» (j^aUs^ tihaX noYf 
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Stood open wide> belching outrageous flam* 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pass'd throughy 
6in opening ; who thus now to Death began: 

O Son, why sit we here each other viewing 9S6 
Idlj, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us, his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
Bat that success attends him ; if mishap, 
Ere this he had return 'd, with fiiry driven 'JMO 

By his avengers ; sineo no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new strength within me rise, 
Wings growing, and dominion given me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 843 

Or sympathy, or some connatural force, 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite, 
With secret amity things of like kind, 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along : '250 

For Death from Sin no power can separate. 
But} lest the difiiculty of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impassable, impervious ; let us try 
Adventurous work, yet to thy power and mine / 365 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell to that new world, 
Where Satan now prevails : a monument 
Of merit high to all the infernal host, 
Easing their passage hence, for intercourse, ^^ 

Or transmigration, as meir lot shall lead. 
Nor can I miss the way, so strongly drawn 
By this new-felt attraction and instinct. 

Whom thus the meagre shadow answer'd soon : 
Go, whither Fate and inclination strong 965 

Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou \ead\i\^ *, evicfa. a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey \iuavmvw«XAa, wv^\aa\A 
The 8a.vo\iT of de«.t])Ei ^lom «2\ \!K3^% V^^i^ ^dDiX\^^* 
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Nor Bhtll I to the work thou enterprisest 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee' equal aid. 

So saying, with delight he snuff'd the smell 
Of mortal change on earth As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote. 
Against the day of battle, to a field, 975 

Where armies lie encamp'd, come fljring, lured 
Witti scent of living carcasses designed 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight : 
So scented the grim Feature, and uptum'd 
His nostril wide into the murky air ; 280 

Sagacious of his quarry from so fiur. ' 
Them both from out Hell gates, into the waste 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark. 
Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 
Toss'd up and down, together crowded drove. 
From each aide shoaling towards the mouth of Hell : 
As when two polar winds, blotting adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 290 

Mountains of ice, that stop the imagined way 
Beyond Petaora eastward, to the rich 
Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, eold and dry, 
As with a trident, smote ; and fiz'd as firm 293 

As Delos, floating once ; the rest his look 
Bound with Gorgonhui rigour not to move ; 
And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate, 
Deep to the roots of Hell the gathered beach 
They fiisten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 300 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a bridge 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now fenceless world, 
Forfeit to Death ; fVom hence a passage broad, 
Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to Hell. ^fiJQ» 

So, if great things to small may be o(m^|^QX«^) 
JUin99, the Uberty of Greece to yok«, 

SO 
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From Susa> his Me.iimonian palace high, 
Came to the sea ; dnd, over Hellespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd, 310 

A|id scourged with many a stroke the indignant waves. 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontificali a ridge of pendent rock, 
Oyer the vex'd abyss, following the track 
Of Satan to the selfsame place where he 315 

First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 
From out of Chaos to the outside bare 
Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fast, too fast they made 
And durable ! and now in little space 320 

The confines met of empyrean Heaven, 
And of this World ; and, on the lefl hand. Hell 
With long reach interposed ; three several ways 
In sight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to Earth they had descried, 325 
To Paradise first tending ; when, behold ! 
Satan, in Ukeness of an Angel bright. 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion feteering 
His zenith, while the sun in Aries rose : 
Disguised he came ; but those his children dear 330 
Their parent soon discerned, though in disguise. 
He after Eve seduced, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by ; and, changing sliape, 
To observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 335 

Upon her husband ; saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures ; but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrified 
4ie fled ; not hoping to escape, but shim 
The present ; fearing, guilty, what his wrath 340 

Might suddenly inflict ; that pass'd, return'd 
By night, and listening where the hapless pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint, 
Thence gathei'd Vis own doom. \ vjVvvtVi \3AdQrstood 
Not JiMtftO|t, but o£ f utuxe \uae , m'Oa. ys^ ^ife 
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And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return'd ', 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhoped 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 3SP 

Of that stupendous bridge his joy increaqed. 
Long he admiring stood, till Sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke : 

O Parent, these are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy trophies ! which thou view^'st as not thine owil ; 
Thou art iheir author, and prime architect : 356 

For I no sooner in my heart divined, 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves with thine, joined in connexion sweet, 
That thou on earth hadst prospered, which thy looks 
Now also evidence, but straight 1 felt, 360 

Though distant from thee worlds between, yet felt. 
That 1 must ailcr thee, with this thy son ; 
Such fatal consequence unites us three ! 
Hell could no longer hold us in our bounds, 365 

Not this unvoyageable gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast acJiieved our liberty, confined 
Within Plell-gates till now ; thou us impower*d 
To fortify thus far, and overlay, . 370 

With this portentous bridge, the dark abyss. 
Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not ; thy wisdom gain'd 
With odds what war hath lost, and fully avenged 
Our foil in Heaven ; here thou blialt monarch reign, 
There didi^t ncit ; there let hiui still victor sway, 376 
As battle hath adjudged ; from this new world 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 
And henceforth monarchy with ihee divide ^ 
Of all things, ported by the empyreal bounds, 380 
- His quadrature, from thy orfSicular world ; 
Or try thee now moie dangOTOUS to baa \^^pda. 



S32 PARADISE LOST. -«. s. 

Whom thus the Prince of darkness answer'd glad: 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both ; 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 
Of Satan (for 1 glory in the name, 
Antagonist of Heaven's Almighty King,) 
Amply have merited of me, of aU 
The infernal empire, that so near Heaven's door 
TQUmphal with triumphal act have met, 
ICne, with this glorious work ; and made one reelsii 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thorough&re. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road with eiM| 
To my associate Powers, them to acquaint W$ 

With these successes, and with them rejoice ; 
Ton too this way, among these numerous orbfly 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ; 
There dwell, and reign in bliss ; thence on the mHIi 
Dominion exercise and in the air, lOS 

Chiefly on Man, sole lord of all declared ; 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill. 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me ; on your joint vigour now 4Q5 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death exposed by my exploit. , 
If your joint power prevail, the affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear ; go, and be strong ! 

So saying he dismiss'd them ; they with speed 410 
Their course through thickest constellatiohs held^ 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars look'd wan, 
AJid planets, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then .miffer'd. The other way Satan* went down 
The causey to Hell gate : On either side 415 

Disparted Chaos overbuilt exclaim'd. 
And with rebounding svxige the bars assaiPd, 
That ecorn'd \iia 'mdV^'BLVvon.'. ^i^\xQv^^^<^ ^3k&A> 
Wide op«n «ndung\iMA^^i^^^»»^'V*»»'^> 
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Appointed to sit there, had left their charge, 
Flown to the upper world ; the rest were all 
Far to the inland retired, about the walls 
Of Pandemonium ; city and proud seat 
Of Luciier, so by allusion caU'd 4Si5 

Of that bright star to Satan paragon'd ; 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council sat, solicitous what chance 
Migiit intercept their emperor sent ; so he 
Departing gave command, and they observed. 430 
As when the Tartar from his Russian foe. 
By Astracan, over the snowy plains, 
Retires ; or fiactrian Sophi, from the horns 
^ Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
'The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 435 

1^. Tauris or Casbeen : So these, the late 
Heaven-banish'd host, lefl desert utmost Hell 
Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 
Round their metropolis ; and now expecting 
Each hour their great adventurer,^ from the search 440 
Of foreign worlds : He through the midst unmark'd 
In show plebeian Angel militant 
Of lowest order pass'd ; a.nd from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall, invisible 
Ascended his high throne ; which, under state 445 
Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 
Was placed in regal lustre. Down awhile 
He sat, and round about him saw unseen ', 
At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 
And shape star-bright appear d, or brighter ; clad 450 
, With what permissive glory since his fall 
Was left him, or false glitter : All amazed 
At that so sudden blaze the Stygian throng 
Bent their aspect, and whom they w'sh'd beheld, 
Their mighty Chie. rcturn'd : loud was the acclaim: 
Forth rush'd in haste the great consulting peers, 456 

Jlaise^ firom their dark Divan, and V\\^^^ V^l 

on* « 
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Cyongratolant tpproaoh'd him ; who with hand 
Silence, and with these words attention, won. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtaet,Powerf; 
For in possession such, not only of right, 461 

I call ye, and declare ye now ; returned 
•Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accursed, the house of woe, 466 

And dungeon of our tyrant : Now pos^ss, 
A* Lordsi a q>aciou8 world, to our native Heayea 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achieved. Long were to tell 
^What I have done, what suflbr'd ; with what ptin 49B 
'-^Voyaged the' unreal, vast, unbounded deep ■ ^ 

Of horrible confusion ; over which .^vn. 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is paved, ,v^-' 
To expedite your glorious march ;• but I ■ i 

Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 49E'. 
The untractable Abyss, plunged in the womb 
Of unoriginal Nigh( and Chaos wild ; 
That, jealous of their secrets, fiercely opposed 
My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 
Protesting Fate supreme ; thence how I found 486 
The new created world, which fame in Heaven 
Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 
Of absolute perfection ! therein Man 
Placed in a Paradise, by our exile 
Made happy ; Him by fraud I have seduced 465 

From his Creator ; and, the more to increase 
Toiir wonder, with an apple ; he, thereat 
OfSand'ed, worth your laughter ! hath given up . * 

Both his beloved Man, and all his worM, 
To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us, 496 

Without our haz&rd, labour, or alarm. 
To range in, and to dwell, and over Man • 
To rule, as over aW Vve should have ruled. 
True is, me also bie Vml\^ yiA^*^^) ^x T^iCbrnt 
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iHe not, bat tbe hnite Mrpent in whoee riupo 495 
Man I deceived : that whioh to me belonge^ 
Is enmity whioh he will put between • 
Me and mankind ; I ^un to braise hit heel ; • ^ 

His seed (when is hot eet) shall braise my head : 
A world who wo«U not porchass with a braise, 500 
Or much more grievous i»ain ?— -Ye hate the aeeoonft 
Of my performance : What remains, ye God^ 
lint np) and enter now into full bhas? 

8o haying said, awhile he stood, expeetim^ 
Their univenal shout and high iqiplauBB ^ 606 

To fiUhis our ; when, contrary, he hean 

aO sidd^from innnmerable ffibgues, >^ \ 

dismal nniversal hiss« the sound 
public scorn ; he wonderM, but not hmg 
leisure, wondering at Unudf now nlba ^ 610 
risage drawn he felt to ^Murp and ippM ; 
arms dung to his ribs ; his lege entwiBing 
JBach other, till suj^lanted down he fid! 
A monstrous serpent on his beOptprone, 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greatinr power 615 

Kow ruled him,.punish*d in the shape lie idnda'dj 
Ateording to his doom : he would haTe spofesi 
But hiss for hiss returned with ferkeid tongue 
f''^, To forked tongue ; for now were all tniiiilbnn*d 
.. Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 590 

Jo his bold riot : Dreadful was the din 
(irmiissing through the hall, thick swaiminf iiofw 
' With cmnplicated monsters head and tail^ 
Se<»rpion, ynd Asp, and AmphiibsMm dire, 
* Cerastes bM»m'd, Hydras, and Elops dreary 
And Dipsas (iMiJlp thick swarm'd onoe the aofl 
Btdropp^d with oRod of 6or|(bn, or the isle 
Ophiusa }) but still greatest he the midst, 
Hbw Dragon grown^ larger than whom the ami 
Enfender'd in the Pythian vale or a^ma, 
Hflye Python, and kk power ^ImYitt «i«Bf^ 
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Him followed, issuing forth to the open field, 
"Where all yet left of that revolted rout, 
Heaven-fallen, in station stood or just array ; 535 

Sublime with expectation when to see 
In triumph issuing forth their glorious Chief; 
They saw, but other sight instead ! a crowd 
Of ugly serpents • horror on them fell, * 

And hoaftid sympathy ; for, what they saw, 540 

They felt themselves, now changing ; down their arms, 
Down fell both spear and shield ; down they as fast ; 
And the dire hiss renewed, and the dire form 
Qatch'd by contagion ; like in punishment 

in their crime. Thus was the applause they meant 
I'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame 546 

Cast on themselves from their own mouths. There stood , 
A grove hai4 by, sprung up with this their change. 
His will who reigns above, to aggravate 
Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 560 

Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 
Used by the Tempter : on that prospect strange 
Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 
For one forbidden tree a multitude 
Now risen, to work them further woe or shame ; 555 
Yet, parch 'd with scalding thirst and hunger fierce, 
•Though to delude them sent, could not abstain ; 
But on they roll'd in heaps, and, up the trees 
Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 
That curl'd Megoera ; grefedily they pluck'd 560 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grew 
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flamed ; 
This, more delusive, not the touch, but taste 
Deceived ; they, fondly thinking to aOay 
Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 565 

Chew'd bitter ashes, which the offended taste 
WitJi spattering noise rejected ; oft they essay 'd, 
Hunger and thiisl coiis\t?lvdlycvj^ \ ^wx^^'d as oft, 
TVith hatofulest dVsreiVvAi ^NuVkediNiJftavs \v«^, 
Witii soot and cmdexftfiVV^*, wi Ql^>2si»i ^^^ "B^ 
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Into the same illusion, not to Man [placed 

Whom they triumpb'd once lapsed. Thus were they 

And worn with famine, long and ceaselew hise, 

Till their lost shape, permitted, they returned ; 

Yearly enjoin d, some say, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain numbered dayii 

To dash their pride and joy, for Man seduced. 

However, some tradition they dispersed .'' 

Among the Heathen of their purchase got, 

And fabled how the Serpent, whom they ctJTd 580 

Ophion, with £urynome, the wide 

Eficroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 

Of high Oljrmpus ; thence by Saturn driven 

And Orps, ere yet Dicttean Jove was bom. 

Meanwhile in Paradise the hellish pair fiS5 

Too soon arrived ; Sin, there in power bftlbrei 

tUtee actual ; now in body, and to dwell 

Habitual habitant ; behind her Death, 

Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet 

On his pale horse ; to whom Sin thus began : 590 

Second of Satan sprung, all conifnering Death! 
What thinkst thou of our empire now, though eam'd 
With travel difficult, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to have set watch, 
Unnamed, undreaded, aiid thyself half starred ? 595 

Whom thus the Sin-bbm monster answer'd soon: 
To me, who with eternal famine pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven ; 
There best, where most with ravine I may meet ; 
Which there, though plenteous, all too little seems 600 
To stufi" this maw, this vast unhide-bound corpse. 

To whom the incestuous mother thus replied : 
Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed first ; on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ; 
No homely morsels ! and, whatever thing 005 

The scythe of Time mows down,- devour una^«x«d.\ 
^111 1, in Man residing, through the Tace, 
Hb tbaagbts, hu iookfj word*} MViom, ^*ia&<Xv 
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And feason him thy last and sweetest prey. 
This said, they both betook them several ways, 61( 
Both to destroy, or iinimrnortol make 
All kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which the Almighty seeing. 
From his transcendent seat the Saints among, 
To those bright Orders utter'd thus his voice : 6U 
' Se4lwith what heat these dogrs of Mell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which 1 
So fair and good created ; and had still 
Kept in that state, had not the. folly of Man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute 68C 

^Folly to me ; so doth the Prince of flell 
''v And his adherents, that with so much ease 
I suffer them to enter and possess 
A place so heavenly ; and, conniving, seem 
To gratify my scornful enemies, Q2S 

That laugh, as if, transported with some fit 
Of passion, I to them had quitted all. 
At random yielded up to their misrule ; 
And know not that I call'd, and drew them thither, 
My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 63( 

Which Man's pollutintr sin with taint hath shed 
On what was pure ; till, cramm'd and gorged, nigt 
With suck'd and sfhitted niful. at one sling [burst 
Of thy victorious arm, well pleaaintj Son, 
Both Sin. and Death, and vawnin? ''xrave, at last, 63E 
Through Chaos hurl'd, obstruct the mouth of Hell 
For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 
Then Heaven and Earth rcnow'd shall be made pure 
To sanctitv. that shall receive no stain : 
Till then, the curse prcmoimred on both precedes. 64( 

Ho «nded. and the heavenly audience lou(if 
Sung Hallelujah, as the snund of seas, 
Through multitude that sunnr : Just are thy ways, 
Righteous are l\\^ A^weeii on all thy works ; 
Who can exten.\ia,\A \)aft«i ^. ^«itX.. \» V^^ ^^sa. 6U 
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leaven and Earth shall to the ages rise, 
.vn from Heaven descend. — Such was their song ; 
the Creator, calling forth by name 
ighty An|;;jels. ^ave t'^em several char^, ^0 
ted best with present things. The sun 
rst his precept so to move, so shine, 
^ht affect the earth with cold and heat 
3 tolerable ; and from the north to call ^' 
pit winter *, from the sonth to bring 650 

;ial summer's heat. To the blanc moon 
Rice they prescribed ; to the other five 
planetary motions, and aspects, 
tile, square, and trine, and opposite, 
xious efficacy, and when to join 660 

od unbcuign ; and taught the fix'd 
influence malignant when to shower, 
1 of them losing with the sun, or falling, 
d prove tempestuous : To the winds they set 
corners, when with bluster to confound ,. 665 
ir, and shore ; the thunder when to roll 
terror through the dark aCrial hall, 
say, he bid his Angels turn askance 
oles of earth, twice ten degrees and more, 
the sun's axle ; they with labour pnsh'd 670 
le the centric globe : Some say, the sun 
»id turn reins from the' equinoctial road 
listant breadth to Taurus with the seven 
:ic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins, 
the Tropic Crab ; thence down amain 675 

)o, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
sp as Capricorn ; to bring in change 
Lsons to each clime ; else had the spring 
tual smiled on earth with verdant flowers 
in days and nights, except to those 680 

id the polar circles ; to them day 
inbenighted shone, while the Tow sun, 
compense his distance, in their sif^t 
othmM Btill the horizon, and noX Yiktv:^ 
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Or east or west ; which had forbid the snow 685 

From cold Estotiland, and south as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that ta V- ^ fruit 

The sun, as from Thycsteau banquet, turn'd 

His course intended ; else how had the world 

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now G90 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat ? 

These ehanges in the Heavens, though slow, produced 

Like change on sea and land ; sideral blast, 

Vi^raur, and mist, and exhalation hot, 

Cormpt and pestilent ; Now from the north 696 

Of Norumbega, and the Sameod shore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice, 

And snow, and hail, and stormy gust and flaw, 

Boreas, and Cscias, and Argestes loud. 

And Thrascias, rend the woods, and seas upturn } 700 

With adverse blast upturns them from the south 

IVotus, and Afer black with thunderous clouds 

From Serraliona ; thwart of those, as fierce. 

Forth rush the Levant and the Poncnt winds, 

Eurus and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, 705 

Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 

Outrage from lifeless things ; but Discord first, 

Daughter of Sin, among the irrational 

Death intA)duced, through fierce antipathy : 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl, 710 

And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leaving. 

Devoured each other ; nor stood much in awe 

Of Man, but fled him ; or, with countenance grim. 

Glared on him passing. These were from without 

The growing miseries, which Adam saw 715 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiest shade, 

To sorrow abandon 'd, but worse felt within j 

And, in a troubled sea of passion toss'd. 

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint : 

O miserable of happy ! Is this the end 790 

Of this new gloiVous vfoild^ &ud me so late 
The glory of that gVoiy , viYvo tmswi \»«<»sttift 
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Ao^Qrte^ of UeMed ? hide, me firom the fket 

Of God, wluMil to behold was then my height 

Of happineiM ! — ^Tet wen, if here woi:dd end 725 

The miMry ; I deserved it, and would bear 

My own deaerringa ; but this will not aerre : 

AH tluit I e$t or drink, or ahall beget, 

la propagated cnrse. O voice, once hel&d 

Ddiglitfiilly, Increase and midtiply : 730 

Now death to hear ! for what can I increaae. 

Or multiply, but cnraea on my head ? 

Who of all agea to aneceed, but, feeling 

The evil on him brongltt by me, will ctme 

My head ? Ill fare oar ancestor impure, 735 

For thia we may thank AAlm ! but hia thanks 

Shall be the execration : so, beaides 

Mine own that bide upon me, alt firom me 

ii Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebound ; 

Ob 90, as on their natural centre, light 740 

BtKfjf though in their place. O fleeting joya 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woea ! 

Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 

To mould me Man P did I solicit thee 

From darkness to promote me, or here place 745 

In this delicious garden ? As my will 

Coilearr*d not to my being, it were but right 

And equal to reduce me to my dust : 

Deairoos to resign and render back 

AH I received ; unable to perform 750 

^ Thj terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
{fhtf good I sought not. To the lose of that, 
Buillcient penalty, why haat thou added 
The aenae of endleaa woea ?. Inexplicable 
Thy justice aeems ; yiBt, to say truth, too late 755 
I thpa conteat ; then ahould have been refbsed 
Thdw terms, whatever, when they were proposed : 
Thoa didst accept them *. wilt thou enjoy the good, 
ThMi eavfl the coadltiona ? and, thou^ OrtA 
Mi4»flWiiritbotielvlMT«,idia^Vi^«nw n^ 
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Pxpye disobedient ; and, reproved, retorty 
Wherefore didst thou beget me ? I sought it not t 
Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee : 
That proud excuse ? yet him not thy election. 
But natural necessity begot. 7G6 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To serve him; thy reward was of his grace ; 
Thy punishment then justly is at his will. 
Be it BO, for 1 submit ; his doom is fair, 
That dust I am, and shall to dust return : 770 

O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day ? Why do I overlive ? 
Why am I mock'd with deatii, and lengthened out 
To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet T^' 
Mortality my sentence, and be earth 
Insensible ! How glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap ! There I should rest, 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of worse 780 

To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spirit of Man 
Which God inspired, cannot together perish 7$^ 

With this corporeal clod ; then, in the grave 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death .'' O thought 
Horrid, if true ! Yet why ? It was but breath 
Of life that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life 790 
And sin ? The body properly had neither. 
All of me then shall die : lot this appease 
The doubt, since human reach no further knows. 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrath also ? Be it, Man is not so, 795 

But tnoEtal doom'd. How can he exercise 
'^'^rttth without end on Man, whom death most fnd^ 
1 he make dealVXei^a d^^W. ^XnX^tx^ Wmke 
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Strange eontradiction, whidii to God himBelf 

Impossible is held; as argument 800 

Of weakness, not of power. Will he draw out 

For anger's sake, finite to infinite, 

In ponish'd Man, to satisfy his rigour, 

Satiafied never ? That were to extend 

His aentence beyond dust and Nature's law ; 805 

By which all causes else, according still 

To the reception of their matter, act ; 

' Not to the eztont of their own sphere. Bnl say 
That death be not one stroke, as I supposed, 
Bereaving sense, but endless misery ^ 810 

From this day onward ;<4grfaich I feel begu^ 
Both in me, and without me ; and so last 
To perpetuity ; — Ah me ! that fear 
Ck>mes thundering back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenceless head ; both Death and I 815 

Are found etomal, and incorporate both ; 
Nor I on my part single ; in me all 
Posterity stands cursed ; &ir patrimony 
That I must leave ye. Sons ! O, were I able 
To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ! 890 

^8o disinherited, how would you bless 
Me, now your curse ! Ah, why should all mankind, 
For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condenm'd, 
If guiltless ? But from me what can proceed, 
But all corrupt ; both mind and will depraved 825 
Not to do only, but to will the same 
With me ? How*can they then acquitted stand 
In sight of God ? Him, after all diq>utes, 
Forced I absolve : all my evasions vain, 
And reasonings, though through mazes, lead Ae still 
Bat to my own conviction : first and last 831 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 
Of all corruption, all the blame lighte due ; 
So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! ^ouldst thoa aa^i^tt 
Thalbitrden,het||iiBr than the eaxO[i\jo\»«ax\ ^& 
Than 9S the wozU much hMiVnoTi ihna|^ ^KTidA^ 
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With that bad Woman ? Thus, what thou desinsty 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hop^ 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and future ; 9M^ 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

Conscience ! into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driven me : out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plunged ! 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud, 945 

Through the still night ; not now, as ere Man feO^ 
Wholesome, and cool, fgid mild, but with black aif 
Accompanied ; with damps, and dreadful gkxMn ; 
Which to his evil conBcienf%ieqpreaented 
All things with double terror : on the ground 8G0 
Outstretched he lay, on the cold ground ; and oft 
Cursed his creation ; Death as o^ accused 
-Of tardy execution, since denoimced 
The day of liis offence. Why comes not Deaih, 
Said he, with one thrioe-aeceptable stroke 865 

To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Justice Divine not hasten to be just ? 
But Death comes not at call ; Justice Divine 
Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cries. 
O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bowers ! 868 
With other echo late 1 taught your shades 
To answer, and resound far other song. — 
Whom thus af&icted when sad Eve behold, 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce passion she ossay^d : 865 

But her with stem regard he thus repell'd : 

Out of my sight, thou Serpent ! That name best 
Befits tkee with him leagued, thyself as false 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy shape, 
Like his, and colour serpentine, may show 870 

Thy inward fraud ; to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth', lest tViat loo heavenly form, pretended| 
^ > heUish falsehood sn^x© >X«itsi\ '^igX^^T V^ia^ 
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And wanderings vaiiity, wfaijk least was safe, 875 

Rejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 

Not to be trusted ; longing to be seen, 

Though by the Devil himself; him overweening 

To overreach ; but, with the serpent meeting, 

Fool'd and beguiled ; by him thou, I by thee, 880 

*A> trust thee fitmi my tAde ; imagined wise, 

Constant, mature, proof against all assaults ; 

And understood not all was but a show, 

Rather than solid virtue ; all but a rib 

Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 8S5 

More to the part sinistu^om me drawn ; 

Wbll if thrown out, as Vpemumerary 
^To my just number found. O ! why did 

Creator wise, that peopled highest Heaven 

m^th Spirits masciiline, create at ItM 890 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of nature, and not fill the world at once ^ , 

WiUi Men, as Angels, without feminine ; 

Or find some other way to generate 
^Iffankind ? This mischief had not then befiilkiiy 895 
And more that thall befal ; innumerable 
IXstnrbances on eartbwfchrongh female SDiref , , 
And strait conjunction with this aex v for .either 
He never shall find out fit matei, but such 
As some jnisfoi^une brings him, or mistake ; ' 900 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her pert^vseness, but shall see her gain'd 
By a far worse ; or. If she love, withheld 
By psjents ; or his ha|fpiest choice too lat« 
^8ball meet, already Uwd and wedlock bofond 905 
To a fell adversary, his hate or shatne : 
Which infinite calamity shall cause 
Td hnman life, and household peace confound. 

He added not, and firom her ttuii*d : but Eve, 
Not so repulsed, nith tears that ceaeed WiX^tfnrc^<i 
AiMrti«MM«B4ttikirder'd,atluB&«t ^^^ 
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Fell humble ', and, embracing them, besought 
Hia peace, and thus proceeded in het plaint : 

Forsake me not thus, Adam ! witness. Heaven, 
What love sincere and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceived ! Tliy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees ; bereave me not, ^ 

Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, ' 
Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress, 991 

My only strength and stay : forlorn of thee, 
Wliither shall I betake me, where subsist ? 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps. 
Between 119 two let there bii^ace ; both joining, > 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 995 

Against a foe by doom express assign'd us, 
Tliat cruel Serpent : on me exercise not 
Thy hatred for this misery befallen ; 
On me already lost, me than thyself 
More miserable ! Both liave sinn'd ; but thou 990 

Against God only ; 1 against God and thee ; 
And to the place of judgment will return. 
There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 
The sentence, from thy head removed, may light 
On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe ; 995 

Me, me only, just object of his ire ! 

She ended weeping ; and her lowly plight. 
Immovable, till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledged and deplored, in Adam wrought 
Commiseration : soon his heart relented 910 

Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress ; 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel, whom she had displeased, his aid : 
As one disarmed, his anger all he lost, 
And thus with peaceful words upraised her eoon : 

Unwary, and too desirous, as before, 
fio MOW of what thou luao^iv'tV, uniV, yiY^Jd ^<b«a««b 
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inishment all on thyself; alas ! 
[line own first, ill abl^o sustain 950 

11 wrath, whose thou Teel'st as yet least part, 
y displeasure bear'st so ill. If prayeni 
alter high decrees, I to that place * 

speed before thee, and be louder heard, 
•n my head all might be visited ; 965 

ailty and infirmer sex forgiven, 

committud, and by me exposed. 
le ; — let us no more contend, nor blame 
ither, blamed enough elsewhere ; but strive 
«8 of love, how we may lighten 900 

other's burden, in our ahare of woe ; 
this day 8 dnath denounced, if* aught I see, 
rove no sudden, but a slow-paced evil ; 
; day's dyinfr^ to augment our pain j 
> onr seed (O hapless seed !) derived. 965 

ffhom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied : 

by sad experiment I know 
ittio weight my words with thee can find, 

so erroneous ; thence by just event 

BO unfortunate : nevertheless, 9T9 

ed by thee, vile as I am, to place 

w acceptance, hopeful to regain 

)ve, the sole contentment of my heart 

r or dying, from thee I will not hide 

thoughts in my unquiet breast are riseiiy 975 

Qg to some relief of our extremes, 

1 ; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 

our evils, and of easier choice. 

B of our descent perplex us most, 

1 must be bom to certain woe, deyour'd 

)ath at last ; and miserable it is 

to others cause of misery, 
wn begotten, and of our loins to bring 
liis cursed world a woful race, 
ifler wntched USe mist be at laid 
or SO fyal ft aoiwter ; in thy ^^irat 
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it lief) yet ere coiM^ptioa to prevent 
The race unbleag'd, to bemg yet unBegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain : so Death. 
@hall be deceived his glut, and with us two £90 

Be forced to satisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it liard and difficult, 
Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 
From love's due rights, nuptial embraces sweet ; 
And with desire to languish without hope, 98^ 

Before the present object languishing 
With like desire ; which would be misery 
And torment less than none of what we dread'; 
Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we feftr for both, let us make short, lOQD 
Let us seek Death )— kjt, he not found, supply 
With our own hands his office on ourseWes : 
"Why stand we longer shivering under feara^ 
That show no end but death, and hirve the povftr* 
Of many ways to die the shortest choosing, 100 

Dertmation with destruction to destroy ?— 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertaiu'd, as dyed her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with such counsel nothing sway'd, lOlO 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Labouring had raised ; and thus to Eve replied : 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns ; 1015 
But self-destruetion therefore sought refutes 
That excellent thought in thee ; and implies, 
riot thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overloved. 
Or if thou covet death, as atm<>st end 1(M 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pTonounced *, doubt not but God 
Hath wiselier B.Tm'd\i\a'7«a^«^\£%^StaxL«& 
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«t€h'4, will not exempt us from iim ym Itffi 
re by doom io pagr; rather, such tietf 
aitainAcy will proiroke the Higheit 
ike death in as live : then let ue aeek 
safer lesolntion, which wu»tifffl^a 
3 in yiew, calling to mind with heed JiflM 

>f our sentence, that thy seed ahall bndit 
Serpent's head ; piteons aiuende ! odIbAI 
eant, whom I coiyecture, our grand Ib^ 
; who, in the serpent, hath c<)ntriTed 
i8t US this deceit : to crash his head MS 

d be revenge ii^eed ! viiich will be kMt 
ath brought on oucs^vea, or childlese-dji^FP 
ved, as thou proposest $ so our fi>e *' 

scape his punishment ordain'd, and m 
id shall double ours upon our heads. 'IMP 

ore be montion'd then of yioleiioa :■■ t ■'■ 

ist ourselves } and wilful .barrennesiy . ' ■ ^ - ■ 
cuts us off from hope ; and savours only •>^^ V' 
)ur and pride, impatience and deqiite^ -^ < 
tanco against God and his just yoke J^Mft 

on our necks. Remember With what mild ^ 
rraclous temper he both heard, and judfod^ 
)nt wr&th.or reviling ; we expected 
diate dissolution, which we thought 
neant by death that day : when lo ! to thM lOSI 
only in childbearing were foretold, 
iringing forth ', soon recompensed wittfjof^ 
of thy womb : on me the curse aslope ^ 
:ed on the ground ; with labour I moat mm 
read ; what luurm ? Idleness had been wofM. M$ 
hour wiU sustain me ; and, lest oold 
tat should injure us, his timely cs<e 
, unbesought, provided*; and his ■mde 
ed ns unworthy, pitying while he judged i 
much more, if we pray him, will his ear ftHW 
ten, and his heart to |^ iaftlinA, 



Tto hiii^MuAmmmmMi tain, iee, hftil, tnd enovr I 
liHiieh tiow the «ky» with Tarimift &ce, begins ^ 
To «how OS in this mountidn ; while the windv 108 
Blow moifet ud keen, thmttering the graceful lodsi 
Of theae fkir apfOttding trees ; which bids ns eedJL 
8o0ie better afaffoud^aome better warmth to cheridi 
Otor Umba beniimb*d, ere this diurnal star 
XjOftTe oold the night, how we his gathered beams 1071 
Beflected maj with matter seie foment ; 
Of) by eoUiaoB of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 
JusUhig, or purii'd mth winds, rade in their dioek, 
^Cmb the ^ant lightning s wboae thwart flanw, driTti 

down, *■ 

KindiM the gummy berk of fir or pine ; Wi 

And aends a comfortable beat from far, 
WUebL ttight supply the sun : such fire to use, 
'And what may else be remedy or cure 
"Pft «tQs which our own misdeeds have wrought, 108( 
He will instruct us praying, and of grrace 
Beseeching him ; so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously thin life, sustained 
By him with many comforts, till we end . •. 

In dust, our final restjuid iiatire homo. tOS 

"What better can we do than, to the place' 
Be^airing where he judged us, prostracte fall 
Befiire him reverent^; and there confess 
Hum^y our faults, and pardon beg ; with tears 
Watiffaig the ground, and with our sighs the air 109( 
frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow unfeigned, and humiliation meek ? 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
From his disp|eMure ; in whose look serene, 

When angry mest he wiem'd and most seycre, IQd; 
What else but favour, grace, and miercy, sbons ? 

So spake oux {kther ^nitent *, nor Eve 
Felt leM remoraa : tbsy , foKOa^^ \a V^ko^ ^»r.% 



ifinre him nvenat ; iM both eoaStrntd I'M 

WBohlj their fiuilts, and pazdon begg*d : with tMM 
ttering the groand, and with their aigha the iir 
•equenting, aent from hearts contrite, in ago 
' aorrow onfeign'd and homiliation me^. 
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BOOK XL 



Thi Son of God presents to his Father the prayers of our first pft- 
rantf now repenting, and intercedes for them: God fuseeptethnsi 
but declares that they must no longer abide in Paradiao ; aendlt 
Michael with a band of Cherubim to dispossess them : bnt fttit 
io reveal to Adam future things : Michael's coming dawn, 
Adam shows to Eve certain ominous sisns ; he discerns MichaeVli 
approach ; goes out to meet him ; the Angel denounces t]ieir de- 
parture. Eve's Ln mentation. Adam pleads, but submits : The 
Ansel leads him up to a high bill; sets before him iuTiaioo what 
■hall happen till the Flood. 



Thus they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 
Praying ; for from the mercy-seat above 
Prevenient grace descending had removed 
The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breathed 5 
Unutterable ; which the Spirit of prayer 
Inspired, and wing'd for Heaven with speedier fligl^ 
Than loudest oratory : yet their port >' 

JNot of mean suitors ; nor important less 
Seemed their petition, than when the ancient pair 10 
In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 
Deucalion and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To Heaven their prayers 
Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds IS 
Blown vagabond or frustrate : in they pass'd 
Dimensionless through heavenly doors ; then clad ' 
With incense, where the golden altar fumed 
By their great Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Father's Ihione : them the glad Son ^ 
mtiB^, ib^VB to Ull«X<^«dA \^«^^1V \ 



b, Father, what firit-fruits on earth aid epYUflUp 
1 thy implanted grace in Man ; theee aighi 
prayers, which in tiiis golden censer, mix'd 

incense, I thy priest before thee bring : S& 

s of more pleasing savour, from thy seed 
I with contrition in his heart, than tlioae 
Ji, his own hand manuring', all the trees 
iradise coold have produced, ere fallen 

innocence. Now, therefore, bend thine ear ^ 
ipplication ; hear his sighs, though mute ; 
ilful with what words to pray, let m» 
prct for him ; me, his adyocate 
propitiation ; all his works on me, 

or not good, ingrofl ; my merit those $^ 

perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 
pt me ; and, in. me, from theso receive 
imell of peace toward manlvind : lot him live 
c.thee reconciled, at least his days 
M3r'd, though sad $ till deatli, his doom (which I 
itigato thus pload, not to reverse,) 41 

ittcr life shall yield him : where with md 
y redocm'd may dwell in joy and bliss ; 

one with me, as I with thee am one. 

whom the Father, without cloud, serene ; 45 

ly request for Man, accepted Son, 

n ; aU thy request was my decree : 

longer in that Paradise to dwell, 

aw I gave to nature him forbids : 

) pure immortal elements, that know itO 

■OSS, no unharmonious mixture foul, 

him, tainted now ; and purge him off, 
distemper, gross, to air as gross, 
iiortal food ; as may dispose liim best • 
issohition wrought by sin, that first 55 

mpor'd all things, and of incorrupt 
iptcd. I, at first, with too feir gifts 
C<J him endow *d ; wiUi haj^oi^ic^'s 



And hmn«HiUty : that fondly lost, 

This other lenred but to eternize woe ^ 

Tin I provided death : lo death becomes 

His final remedy ; and, after life, 

Tried in sharp tribulation, and refined 

By faith and faithful works, to second life, 

Waked in the renovatfon of the just. 

Resigns him up with Heaven and Earth ronew'd. 

But let us call to synod all the Bless'd [h 

Through Heaven's wide bounds : from them I will : 

My judgments ; how with mankind I proceed, 

As how with peccant Angels late they saw. 

And in their state, though firm, stood more oanfirni 

He ended, and the don gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more 
To sound at general doom. The angelic blast 
Filled all the regions : from thoii^ blissful bowers 
Of amarantinc shade, fountain or spring. 
By the waters of life, wliere'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the sons of light 
Hasted, resorting to the snnmions high ; 
And took their seats : till from his throne supreme 
The Almighty thus pronounced his sov'reign will : 

O Sons, like one of us Man is bccomo 
To know both good and evil, since his taste 
Of tliat defended fruit ; but lot him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got ; 
Happier, had it sufficed him to have known 
Good by itself, and evil not at all. 
He sorrows now, repents, and praj-s contrite, 
My motions in him ; longer than they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain, 
Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Jleacli also of the tree of life, and eat. 




* 



PAJRADISJQ liOST. |6| 

^^or ever, to remore him I decree, 
Aad Bend him from the gaxden forth to till 
The groand whence he was taken, fitter soil, 

Michael, this my behest have thou in charge ; 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 109 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the Fiend^ 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raise : 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without remorse drive out the sinful pair ; liOjS 

From hallowed ground the unholy ; and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, from thence 
Perpetual banishment. Yet, lest they faint 
At the sad sentence rigorously urged 
(For I behold them soften'd, and with tears IIQ 

Bewailing their excess,) all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, . 
Dismiss them not disconsolate ; reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future dajTS, 
As ^ shall thee enlighten ; intermix XIa^ 

My covenant in the Woman's seed renew'd ; 
80 send them forth, though sorrowmg, yet in peace : 
And on the cast side of the garden place, 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs, 
Cherubic watch ; and of a sword the flame 120 

Wide-waving ; all approach far off to fVighti 
And guard all pp sage to the tree of life : 
Lest Paradise a receptacle prove 
To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey : 
With whose stolen fruit Man once more to delude. 125 

He ceased ; and the archangelic Power prepared 
For swift descent ; with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful i%crubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus ; all their shape 
Spangled with eyes more numerous than those I^ 
Of Argus, aita more wakeful than to drowse, 
Charm 'd with Arcadian pipe, fhe ^asloxoXT^^ 
Of Hermes f »j; lum opiate red. ^eVXi^^oS^t 
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To r«8ftiule the worW with Bacred lights 
Leucothea waked ; and with frMh dews ombalia*^ ££* 
CThe earth ; when Adam and first matron £v0 
Had ended now their orisons, and found 
Strength ^ded fh>m above ; new hope to spriOK 
Out of despair ; joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
Which thus to Eve his weleome words renew'd : 140^ 

Eve, easily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy from Heaven descends ; 
!but, that from us aught should ascend to Heaven 
So jfvevalent as to concern tho mind 
Of God high-bless'd, or to incline his will, ]4p 

Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one short sight of human breath, upborne 
•£ven to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By prayer the oflfended Deity to appease ; 
Kneel'd, and before him humbled all my heart ; 15^ 
Methought I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear ; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour ; peace retum'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 15o 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
I^ passed, and we shall live. Whence hail to th^e, 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind, 
JVIother of all things living, since by *hce 1(S) 

Man is to live ; and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek : 
Hi worthy I such title should belong 
To rae transgressor ; who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach l(>o 

Rather belongs, distrust, and all diiprafse ; 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am graeisd 
The source of life *, next favourable thou, 
"Who highly thus to eTi\\t\Q m^ NQM^^ns^S.^^ l^p 

'"Jv ^%\i if xiMQib i^i^^'Stt^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 
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£l'u Ixluur culls m, now willi «ncat iinpaseil, 
Thou^li after alceplesa nlglil ^ for ace ! the m 
All nncoDceni'd willi onr unrest, begins 
. Her rosy progreta smiling : let us foith ; It^ 

I never from tliy aide honcefoith to stm 
Wheie'er our dny's nork ties, though nr 
ILaborious, till day dronp ; wliUe bere u-a dwsll, ji 
What can he toilsome in these pleasant walks? 
Here let us lice, though in fallen atate, content. 

So spake, so wiah'd niuch hombled Evo ; but F»io^ 
Subacribeil not : Nature Gral gare signs, iizjpicss'd 
On bitd, beast, air -, air suddenly eclipaed, 
' After shoTt bluah of morn ; nigh in het sight 
The bird of Jove, atoop'd from his aoty tour, 125 

Two birda of gayest plume befare hiui dravo ; 

pofTD from a hill tho bcttt that reigns in woods, 

Krsl hunter then, pursued a. gentle hoce, 
Goodliest of aB the forest, hart andVidi 
Direct to Itie eastern ^-alii was bent their flight. ISA 
Adam observed, dnd with his eye Iho chase 
Purauing, not unmovsd, to Eve thus apulte : 

O Eve, some further change nwaita us nigh, 
Which Heaven, by Ihese mute signs in Natiwe, shows 
Forenianera of his purpose ; or to warn 136 

Vs, haply too secure of our diacharge 
fVoin penalty, because from death releaeed 
Some days : hon' long, and vlmt till (hen out Wo, 
Who knows > or niore than this, lluil we are dust, - 
And ihilher most return, »nd be no mtce 5 " 

Why else this double object in our aigbt 
Of flight pui-Bued in the air, nod o'er the groun 
One vay llic aelfsanio bom i why ii ' 
DarkneES ere day's mid-oourse, and moniing-ligM 
More orient in yon western cloud, that drans 
'O'er the blue firmament a riLdinnt while, 
-^fd sl"w defnends witli somotlnng UbNiBuVj ^ 
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In Paradise, and on a» hill made halt ; 2i0 

A gloriotn apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd AdaiA's aye. 
Mot that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright : S15 
Nor that, which on the flaming mount appeared 
In Dothan, covered with a camp of fire, 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One man, assassin-like, had levied war. 
War unprocIaim*d. The princely Hierareh SflD 

In their bright stand there left his Powers, to 9mx» . 
Possession of the garden ; he alone, 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way^ 
Not nnperceived of Adam : who to £vo, 
' "While the great visitant approach'd, thus sp^ke : SS@ 
Eve, now ^^RHi^ great tidings, which perhftpi 
Of us will soon ffitermine, or impose 
New laws to be observed ; for I descry, 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hil), * 
One of the heavenly host ! and, by Iiis gait, S^ 

None of the meanest ; some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above ; such majesty 
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible, 
That I should fear ; nor sociably mild, 
As RaphaVil, that I should much confide ; Si3^ 

But solemn and sublime ; whom not to oiTondi 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. 

He ended : and the Archangel soon drew nighy 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms ?l4 

A military vest of purple flow'd. 
Livelier than MeliboBan, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce *, Iris had dipp'd the woof; 
HiM starry helm unbucWed a\ioiv'^\vYKv yc^^cca S4ii> 
In manhood whete yoxxlYi wsA»^\ >qi >k» wA^^ 
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^at&D's dire dread ; and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low ; he, kingly, from his state 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declared : 250 

Adam ! Heaven's high behest no preface needs • 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard ; and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
Given thee >of grace ; wherein thou mayst repent, 255 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayst cover : well may then thy Lord, appeased, 
Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacioas claim ; 
Bat longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not -. to remove thee I am come, 260 

And send thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou wast taken, fitter soil. 

He added not ; for Adam at the news 
Beart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood. 
That all his senses bound ; Eve, who unseen 265 

Tet all had heard, with audible lament 
DiBCOver'd soon the place of her retire. 

O unexpected stroke, worse than of Death ! 
Most I thus leave thee, Paradise ? thus leave 
Thee, native soil ! these happy walks and shades, 270 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to spend, 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be* mortal to us both. O flowers, 
That never will in other climate grow. 
My early visitation, and my last 275 

At even, which 1 V>red up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names ! 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Tour tribes, and water from the ambrosial fount ? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower ! by me adorn'd 280 

With what to sight or smell was sweet ! from thee 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world ; to this obscure 
And wild ? bow shall we breathe Vn ot\\ei ^t 
Less pure, accustom 'd to immortoV fi\u\* "*. ^^ 



00 PARADISE LOST. b. xi. 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild : 
Lament not, Eve, bnt patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lost, nor set thy heart, 
Thus overfond, on that which is not thine : 
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes 290 

Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where lie abides, think there thy native soiL 

Adam, by this from the cold sudden damp 
Recovering, and his scatter d spirits returned, 
To Michael thus liis humble words addressed : 896 

Celestial, whether among the Thrones , or named 
Of them the highest ; for such of shape may oeem 
Prince above princes : gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wound, 
And in performing end us ; what besides 309 

Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair, 
Our frail'uy can sustain, thy tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and only consolation left 

Familiar to our eyes ! all places else 305 

Inhospitable appear, and desolate ; 
Nor hnowing us, nor known : and, if by prayer 
Incessant 1 could hope to change the will 
Of Him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous cries : ' 310 

But prayer against his absolute decree 
No more avails than breath against the wind, 
Blown stifllni^ back on hiin that breathes it forth t 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afHicts me, that, departing hcnco, 315 

As from his face I shall be hid, deprived 
His blessed countenance : here I could frequent 
With worsllip place by place where he vouchsafed 
Presence Divine ; and to my sons relate, 
On this mount he appeared ; under this tree 32D 

Stood visible ; among iVieae ^\tas his voice 
/ heard ; here with him aA. VVi^a iaxwi\.\jj«v V5K«:\v 
6o jnpny grateful altats \ wq>3\^ w^x 
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9£ grassy turf, amj pile up every stone 

Of lustre from the brook, in memory, ^SB 

Or monument to ages ; and thereon « 

Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and floweff : 

In yonder nether world where shall I seek 

His bright appearances, or -footstep trace ? 

For though I fled him angry, yet, recall'd 330 

To life prolonged and promised race, I now 

Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 

Of glory ; and far off his steps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign : 
Adam, thou know'st Heaven his, and all the Earth > 
Not this rock only ; his Omnipresence fills 336 

Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm'd : 
AH the earth he gave thee to possess and rule, 
No despicable gift ; surmise not then 340 

His presence to these narrow bounds confined 
Of Paradise, or Eden ; this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 
All generations ; and had hither come 
From all the ends of the earth, to celebrate 343 

And reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But this preeminence thou hast lost, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons : 
"fTet doubt not but in valley and on plain 
God is, as here ; and will be found alike 350 

Present ; and of his presence many a sign 
6till following thee, still compassing thee round 
With goodness and paternal love, his face 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. 
Which that thou mayst believe, and be confirm*d 355 
Ore thou from hence depart : know, 1 am sent 
TTo show thee what shall como in future days 
To thee and to thy ofispring ; good with bad 
Cxpect to hear ; supernal grace contending 
"With sinfulness of men ; thereby to \eam "*5^ 

True patience, and to temper ^oy vji^-Vi ^e«^t 
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And pious sorrow ; equally inured 
By moderation either state to bear, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepared endure 36{ 

Thy mortal passage when it comes. — ^Ascend 
This hill ; let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes) 
Here sleep below ; while thou to foresight wakest ', 
As once thou slept'st, while she to life was form'd. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied : 370 

Ascend ; I follow thee, safe Guide, the path 
Thou lead'st me ; and to the hand of Heaven 8ubmit«« 
However chastening ; to the evil turn 
My obvious breast ; arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour won, 375 

If BO I may attain. — So both ascend 
In the visions of God. It was a hill, 
Of Parpxiise the highest ; from whote top 
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken. 
Stretched out to the amplest reach of prospect lay. 38C 
Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round, 
Whereon, for different cause, the Tempter set 
Our second Adam, in the wilderness ; 
To show him all Earth's kingdoms and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever stood 3£ 
City of old or modern fame, the seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destined wall 
Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, 
And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne. 
To Faquin of SinoBan kings ; and thence 39( 

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul, 
Down to the golden Chersonese ; or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan ; or where the Russian Ksar 
In Mosco; or the Sultan in Bizance, 39! 

Turchestan-born ; nor could his eye not ken 
The empire of Negvialo V^ utmost port 
£rcoco, and the lesa mw\\Am^'Va5v^^ 
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And Sofala) thought Ophir, to the realm 400 

Of Congo, and Angola farthest south ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez and Sus, 

Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen : 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway 403 

The world : in spirit perhaps he also saw 

Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume, 

And Cufico in Peru, the richer seat 

Of Atabalipa ; and yet unspoil'd 

Quiana, whose great city Gerywi's sons 410 

Call El Dorado. But to nobler sights 

KdichaSi from Adam's eyes the film removed. 

Which that false fruit that promised clearer sight 

Had bred ; then purged with euphrasy and^ue 

The visual nerve, for he had much to see ; 415 

And from the well of life three drops initiird. 

So deep the power of these ingredients pierced, 

Even to the inmost seat of mental sight. 

That Adam, now enforced to close his eyes, 

Sunk down, and all his spirits became entranced ; 420 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 

Soon raised, and his attention thus recall'd : 

Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and first behold 
The effects which thy original crime hath wrought 
In some to spring firom thee ; who neyer touched 425 
The excepted tree ; nor with the snake conspired ; 
Nor sinned thy sin ; yet from that sin derive 
Corruption, to bring forth more violent deeds. 

- His eyes he opened, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves 430 

New reap'd ; the other part sheep-walks and folds ; 
I' the midst an altar as the landmark stood. 
Rustic, of grassy sord : thither anon 
A sweaty reaper firom his tillage brought 
First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 435 
Uncull'd, as came to hand : a shepherd next, 
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More meek, camo with the firstlings of his floeki 

Choicest and best : then, sacrificing, laid 

The inwards and their fat, with incense strow'd, 

On the clefl wood, and all due rites performed. 440 

His offering soon propitious fire from Heaven 

Consumed with nimble glance and grateful steam ; 

The other's not, for his was not sincere ; 

Whereat he inly raged, and, as they talked. 

Smote him into the midriff with a stone y 443 

That beat out life ; he fell ; and, deadly pale, V 

Groan'd out his soul vrith gushing blood effused. f^ 

Much at that sight was Adam in his heart 

Dismay'd, and thus in hasto to the Angel cried : 

O Teacher ! some great mischief hath befallen 45(f 
To that meek man, who well had sacrificed > 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 

To whom MkhaC'l thus, he also moved, replied : 
These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins ; the unjust the just hath slain, 4SS 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heaven acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
Will be avenged j and the other's faith, approved, 
Lose no reward ; though here thou see him die, 
Rolling in dust and gore. To which our sire : 460 

Alas ! both for the deed and for the cause ; 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
I must return to native dust ? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold. 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 4^ 

To whom thus Michael : Death thou hast seen 
111 his first shape on man ; but many shajjles 
Of Death, and many arc the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all dismal : yet to sense 
More terrible at the entrance, than within, 470 

Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall die ; 
By fire, flood, famine, by intemperance more 
Tn meaitB and drinks, winch on the earth shall hdag' 
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liues ditG. •.'[ wiLch a iiiontitrouij creiv 

ire thee attall api>ea.r ; thu thou uuy'at know 17 

U muery ths loabBtinenuo of Eve 

U bnug Da Men. ImiuodiulGly u ptaCD 

ire Ms e^usppoar il. mul, nuisome, dark ; 

LXir-huusa il aeeind , wbeiein were laid 

abers of ^i diseastd *, all tnalsdieB 49 

[hwOty BpuKi, or mcluiig torture, qiulms 

laartBick agony, all feveious tindB, 

lTuIbioim, epilapsiei, fierce CBtairhs, 

ntinB atone and ulcer, coIic-pangB, 

ooitiao tremj. uunpuig melimchol;, 4E 

1 mooii-nruck madncBs, piuing aXtofiby, 

:aamiu, ajid wide-waBIing peBiilence, 

ipBiBB, and BBllimaB, and joint-racking rhcttms. 

a wu the tooain^ deep the groims ; Despair 

ided the aick boaieat tr.:sa couch to Coucb ', 1i 

1 over Ihem ttiumpbant Death his dnri 

ok, bai delsy'd to strike, though oft invoked 

it Tows, u their^l^liiof good and final ho'^. 

ht Bo defocm what heart of rock oould long 

I eyedlMhold * Adam ould not, hut wept, H 

ni0l not of wnmnn born : compUstOD qveU'd 

beet of man. and gave him up 'a leaTa 
pat'e, till Qrmei [houghu reairain'd exoess ; 
i, <n:arCB Toco^Ering wardB, lug plainl renaw'd : 
) miaernbtG mankind, to what tall 51 

paded, to what wretahed Hate reserved ! 
itePond here nnbnrn . Why is lil'e given 
he Ihm wrerted fropi u« ? rather, why 
irudcd on ue this ' who, if wo know 
lat we recpivo, wnuld oiihor nui accept 6 

a oUar'd, or eiood bc^ lo lay it down ; 
id ta be M diiml<ii'd in [loacQ. Call ihui 
B iioD^ of God in Man, cieutcd once , 
gwrfly and erept, ti«iiigh faulty »ince, ( 

meb anagtitly BufTi^ringb be diAiasc^ J 
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Retaining etlll divino similitude 

In part, from such deformities be free, 

And| for his Maker's image sake, exempt ? 

Their Maker "s image, answcr'd Michael, then 51* 
Forsook them, when therusolves they vilified 
To serve ungovernd Appetite ; and took 
His image whom they served, a brutish vice. 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punislunent, , 680 

Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own ; 
Or if his likeness, by themsolves defaced ', 
While thoy pervert pure Nature a healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness ; worthily since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves. 89& 

I yield it just, said Adam, and submit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ? 

There is, said Michael, if thou well observe 53ft 
The rule of JVot too much ; by temperance taught. 
In what thou eat'st and drink'st ; seeking from thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight, 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So mayst thou live ; till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 5^ 
Into thy mother's lap; or be with ease 
Gather'd, not harshly pluck 'd ; for death mature: 
This is Old Age ; but then thou must outlive [chan^ 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty ; which will 
To wither'd, weak, and gray ; thy senses tlien, 54(1 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego. 
To what thou hast ; and, for the air of youth, 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damj) of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spirits df»wn. and last consume 5413 

The balm of lif;?. To wh mh our ancestor : 

Henceforth 1 fly not doatli, nor would prolong 
Itife much ; bent ral\\uT , \vo\\ I rcia.Y ho quit, 
Fairesl and eas=icst. c»? lAus c-vaw^xow'?: <:\n5«^^\ 
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Which I must keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. MichaCl replied : 

Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou livest 
Live well ; how long, or short, permit to Heaven : 
And now prepare thee, for another sight. 555 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime, 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and, who moved 500 
Their stops and chords, was. seen ; his volant touchy 
Instinct through all proportions, low md high, 
Fled and pursued transverse the resonant fugue. 
In other part stood one who, at the forge. 
Labouring, two massy clods of iron and brass 565 
Had melted (whether found where casual fire 
Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 
Down to the veins of earth ; thence gliding, hot 
To some cave's mouth ; or whether washed by stream 
From imderground ;) the liquid ore he drain'd 570 
Into fit moulds prepared ; from which he form'd 
First bis own tools ; then, what might else be wrought 
Fusil or graven in metal. After these, 
But on the hither aide, a different sort [seat 

From the high neighbouring hills, which was their 
Down to the plain descended ; by their guise 576 

Just men they sf^ein d, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know his works 
Not hid ; nor those things last, which might preserve 
F*eedoni and peace to Men ; they on the plain 580 
Liong had not walk*d. when from the tents, behold ! 
A bevy of fair women, richly gay. 
In gems and wanton dress ; to the harp they sung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 
The men, though grave, eyed them ', WQA\ft\.^'5ivt ^^e% 
Rove without rein ; till, in the &,iiioio\i« nftX. ^^'^ 

Fast caught, they liked ; and eacTcv VkVa YftLm^ «i\\o^^\ 
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And new of love they treat, till the evening stiTy 

Love's harbinger, appeared ; then, all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 591 

Hymen, then first to marriage rites invoked : 

With feast and music all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, floweiii 

And charming symphonies, attached the heart 505 

Of Adam, soon inclined to admit delight, 

The bent of nature ; which he thus express'd : 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleas'd; 
Much better seems this vision, and jnore hope ^ 

Of peaceful days portends, than those two pass'd ', 60(H 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much wone ; 
Here Nature seems fulfill'd in all her ends. 

To whom thus Micha(3l : Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet; 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 605 

Holy Juid pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents tliou saw'st so pleasant were the tents 
Of wicjkcdncsB, wherein shall dwt^U his race 
Who slew his brother ; studimis they appear 
Of arts that p- •lish life, inventors rare ; 610 

Unmindful of their Makei', though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gifts acknowledged none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ; 
For that fair fcm9,le troop thou saw*st, that seem'd 
Of Goddesses sr> blithe, so smooth, so^ay, 615 ^ 

Yet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and cliief praise J 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance. 
To dress, and trul] the t,on,fr«ie. and roll the eye : 630 
To thf'-sG that S'>!».:r rice • '.' men, whose lives 
, f{e]''/i)ijs tiLlod them llio send nf God, 
Shall J ield Uy) a\\ l\\e\i v\i\,\xvi,tv\\vVvii« fame 
^rnobly, to the trams aivd \,o V\\^ «Wk\\^^ 
Of tliese fair atheists *, tv^wd xvo^ WvmSxv \vs , ^i» 
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Krelong to swim at large ; and laugh for which 
The world ercloUg a world of tears mast weep. 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft : 
O pity &,nd shame, that they, who to live well 
Knter'd so fair, siiould turn aside to tread G30 

Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 
But still I see the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begin 

From Man's effeminate slackness it begins, 
Said the Angel, who should better hold his place 635 
By wisdom, and superior gifts received. 
.But now prepare thee for another scene. 

lie look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between ; 
Cities of Men with lofty gates and towers, 640 

Concourse in arms, fierce faces threatening war. 
Giants of mighty bone and bold emprise ; 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed, 
8ingle or in array of battle ranged 
Both horse and foot, nor idly mustering stood ; 645 
One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine, 
From a fat meadow ground ; or fleecy flock. 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain, 
Their booty ; scarce with life tlie shepherds fly, 650 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray ; 
"With cruel tournament the squadrons join ; 
Where cattle pastured late, now scattered lies 
With carcasses and arms the ensanguined field, 
Deserted : Others to a city strong 655 

Lay siege, encamp'd ; by battery, scale, and mine, 
Assaulting : others from the wall defend 
With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphurous fire ; 
On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the sceptred heralds call 660 

To council, in the city -gates ; anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, wilVv waiTvot* xsvvi^ 
AjtscmblOf and harangues axe Ucaid *, >qmX *wsa, 
23 » 
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In factious opposition ; till at last, 
Of middle age one rising, eminent' 665 

^In wise deport, spake uMich of right and wrong. 
Of justice, of religion, truth, and pciice, 
And judgment from above . him old and young 
Exploded, and had seized with violent hands, 
Had not a cloud descending snatch'd him thence 670 
Unseen amid the throng ; so violence 

^ Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law. 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, aind to his guide 
Lamenting turn'd full sad : O ! what are these, 675 
Death's ministers^ not men ? who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thousandfold the sin of him who slew 
His brother ; for of whom such massacre 
Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 680 
But who was that just man, whom had not Heaven 
Rescued, had in h^s righteousness been lost ? 

To whom thus Michael : These are the product 
Of those ill mated marriages thou saw'st ; [selvet 

Where good with bad were matched, who of them- 
Abhor to join ; and, by imprudence mix'd, 686 

Produce prodigious births of l»ody or mind. \ 

Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
For ip those days might only shall be admired. 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd ; 690 

To overcome in battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of huiaan glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be styled great conquerors, 695 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods j 
Destroyers rightlier call'd, and i)!agues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achieved, renown on Earth ; 

i4nd*v/Jiat most mcnl^ ?aHv^. \xv e,\lcnce hid. 

"^'itho, the seventVi ^tom V\\eci, v«Vwxv>i5svQ\5L\i^<S^^s^ 
le oiffy righteous in ^ ^'^A^Sk ^j^t^^i^'a^ "♦'^ 
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And therefore hated* therefore so beset 

With foefi, for daring single to be just, 

And atter odious truth, that God would e<mie 

1*0 judge them wilh his Saintp ; him the Most ffigb 

Wrapp'd in a balmy cloud with winged stfttds 706 

Did, as thou saw'st, receive, to walk with God 

• . High in salvation and the climes of bttp) 

Exempt from death ; to show thee wuR reward 
' Awaits the good ; the rest what punishment i 710 
Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold. 
fie look'd, and saw the ^e of things quite changed ; 
The braxen throat of war had ceased to roar ; 

« All now WM tum'd to jollity and gamej 

To li^ury and riot, ieaiit and dance ; - 715 

Marrying or prostituting, as befel, 
lUpe or adultery, wheM passing fail 
Allured them ; thence from cups to civil broils. 
At length a revvr^nd sire among them came, 
l^nd of their doings great dislike declared, 720 

■ And testified against- their ways ; he oft 
Ffi^guented their assemblies, whereeo met, 

,1^ Triiunphs or festivals ; and to them preach'd 

'.■ Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
. In prison, under judgments imminei^t : 725 

Bat all in vain : which when he sair, he ceased 
Contending, and removed his tents far off; 
Then, from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 

^ Measured by cubit, length, and brea(!th, and height , 
Smear 'd round with pitch ; and in the ^d^.a door 731 
Contrived ; and of provisions laid in large, 
Fer nviu and beast : when lo, a wonder sfirange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small 
Came sevens, and pairs : «nd enter'd in as.taught 735 
Their order : last thj sire and hAi three sons. 
With their four wives ; and God made fiist the door. 
' Me&owhile the soatlMiHnd roi0{ and, yi\^\i\m^ Hrvsk*^ 
Widd'hovering, oU the cloads togQ\]b!ex ^^'^^ - 
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From under Heaven ; the hills to their supply 740 

Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist. 

Sent up amain ; and now tiie thickened sky 

Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush d the rain 

Impetuous ; and continued, till the earth 

No more was seen ; the floatin|T vesse^ swum 745 

Uplifted, and Mcure with beaked prow 

Rode tilting o er the waves ; all dwellings else 

Flood overwhelmed, and them with all their pomp 

Deep under water roll'd ; sea covered sea, 

Sea without shore ; and in their palaces, 750 

Where luxury late reign d, sea-monsters whelp'd 

And stabled ; of- mankind, so numerous late, 

All lefl in one small bottom swum embark'd. , 

How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, 755 

Depopulation ! Thee another flood, 

Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drowned, 

And sunk thee as thy sons ; till, gently rear'd 

By the Angel, on tliy feet thou stood'st at last, 

Thouc^h comfortless ; as when a father mourns .760 

His children, all in view destroy 'd at once ; 

And scarce to the Angel utter'dst thus thy plaint • 

O visions ill foreseen ! Better had I 
Lived ignorant of future ! so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 765 

Enough to bear : 'those now, that were dispensed 
The burden of juany ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thouglut that they must be. Let no man seek 
Henceforth to be foretold what shall befal 771 

Him or his children ; evil ho may be sure, 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent ; 
And he tne future evil shall no less 
Jn apprehension Uiau 'm Bw\raXiai,YvcQ feci, 775 

Grievous to bear : bul lYvdX. caxa ivw? Y^'^asiiiC^^ 
M?iD. is not whom to v^axxi \ VYvos^i fe^? ^w^.'^^i^ 
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Famine and anguish will at last conBome, 
Wandering that watery desert : I had hope, 
When violence was ceased, and war on earth, 780 
All would have then gone well ; peace would have 

crown'd 
With length of h&ppy daj-s the race of man ; 
But I wad far deceived ; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus r unfold, ceftstial Guide, 785 

And whether here the race of Man will end. 

To whom thus Michael: Those, whom last thou 

taw'st 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 790 

Who, Laving spilt munh bio(;d, and done much waste, 
SubdiUDg nations, and achieved thereby 
Fame m tlie world, high titles, and rich prey ; 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, and 'tloth, 
Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonness and pride 795 

Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conquered also, and enslaved by war, 
Shall, with tlieir freedom lost, all virtue lose 
4^nd fear of God ; from whom their piety ieign'd 
In sharp contest of battle found no aid 800 

Against invad(*rs ; therefore, cool'd in zeal. 
Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure, 
Worldly r>r diasoluto, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy ; for the earth shall bear 
More tlian onough, that temperance maylbe tried : 805 
So all shall turn degenerate, all depraved ; 
Justice and temper.-mce. truth and faith, forgot ; 
One man except, the fm!y i n of light 
lu a daik ajre. atfainst exMiple good. 
Against allure. 't«3nt. custom, and a world 810 

Offended : fearless of reprr.'ach'and scorU) 
Or violence, he of their wicked wa^a 
^haU them admonish > anii before Wiftm w&Xi 
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The paths of righteousness, how much more safe 

And fuy of peace ; denouncing wrath to come 815 

On their impenitence ; and shall return , 

Of them derided, but of God d[>served 

The one just man alive ; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as tiiou beheldst, 

To save liimself and household from amidst 8S0 

A world devote to universal wrack. 

No sooner he, with them of man and beast 

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodged, 

And sheltered round, but all the cataracts 

Of Heaven set open on the Earth shall pour 8S5 

Rain, day and night ; all fountains of the deep> 

Broke up, shall heave the ocean to usurp 

Beyond all bounds ; till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills : then shall this mount 

Of Paradise by might of waves be moved ^ 830 

Out of his place, push'd by the homed flood, 

With all his verdure spoil'd, and trees adrift, 

Down the great river lo the opening gulf. 

And there talie root an island salt and bare, 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and seamews' clang : 835 

To teach thee that God Attributes to place 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 

By then who there frequent or therein dwell. 

And now, what further should ensue, behold. 

lie look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood, 840 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled. 
Driven by a keen norlli wind, that, blowing dry, 
Wrinkled the face of delude, as decay'd ; 
And the clear sun on his wide watery glass 
Gazed hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, ' 845 
As after thirst ; which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to trijiping ebb. that stole 
With soft foot towards the deep ; who now had stopp'd 
JFfis sluices, as the Hea,Neiv\\\%v3Sxv!^Q^«%hut. 
The ark no more now fto^\,a,>a\3L\. ^^^ttv^ «ti ^^\aA^*^& 
Fast on the top of some Yvv«\ixawHiVi\si^^. 
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And vow the topB of hills, a» rocks, appear ; 
/Wi^ ouunoor thence the rapid currents drive, 
Towards tipe retreating sea, their furious tide. 
Forthwith £rbm out the ark a raven flies, 865 

And after him, theypgrac messenger, 
A dove sent forth once and again to spy 
Qreen tree or ground^hereon his foo^may light! 
T%e MMSond time returning, in his bill 
- An oliye-leaf he brings, paoiflc sign : 860 

^ Aaosk dry ground appears, and from hlA ark 
■ ' Xbe tocient sire dmcends, with all his train : 
^ Th^ with q^lifted haniB, aafl eyes deroiift, 
r Grateihl to BTtoveHjlJ^er his head beholds 
: "A dewy eloud, >od^ the cloud a bow 865 

4Bbnspicuous-with weeUsted colours gay, 
ITBetokenihg peace froiqflSktd, and covenant new. ^ 
Whereat the heart of< Aidam, erst «o sad, 

ready rcjoioed^ and t&ua^ his joy broke forth : 
I % O thaa, yrh^uUue ^ings canst represent 870 

As present, h8i|l^j^y'£u^ ! 1 revive 
At^iis last sights ani^red that Man shall live, 
kK all the creaturei^ and their seed preserve. 
Ikr less I now lament for <»«§ whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy 'd^thui I rejoice 875 

For one man found so perfiif^ and idltast 
Thtft God vouchsafes to raise another world 
TsQOk him, and all his anger to forget. • 
Ijjjpt ssy, what mean t^ose odour'd streaks in Heaven 
'Pistended, as the brow of God appeased ? 880 

'1^ serve they, as a flowery verge, to bind% . 
The, fluid skirts of that same watery cloud, ' 
Lest it again dissolve, and dfAwctr the earth ? 
To whom the Arcjiangel- Dexterously thou aim'st ; 
I fi|o willingly doth Gojd remit his' ire, 865 

Though late repenting him of Man depraved ; 
Ofieved at his heart, when looiuiv down he saw 
The whole epftibtP'd with n^fkw »t «dA i^ ^^«V 
Com^ftt^ cai^: itheir way ; yet, thoro Teia^xQ^^ 
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Such grace shall one juat man find in his eighty 8C 
That he relents, not to blot obt mankind ; 
And makes a coyenant never to destroy 
The eaith again by fl;>ud ', nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds ; nor rain U> drown Uie world, 
Witii man therein or beast ; but, when he brings 8£ 
Oyer the earth a cloud, will therein set 
His tfiple-colour'd bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind his covenant - day and night. 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 8£ 

Shall hold their course ; till lire purge all things nev 
Both Heaven and Earth, wherein the jusi ihail dwell 
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BOOK XII. 



7b» Aagal Miehael eontinoefc, frflM the Flood, to relate what shall 
anceoed ; thea, in the mention of Ateahajn, eomee bv degraet to 
explain who that Snod of the Woman shall be. Mrhlch was pro- 
mised Adam and Eve )n thrfFalt; his incarnation^ death, resur- 
rection, and ascension ; the state of the church till his second 
comini^. Adam, greatly satisfied Hnd rccomfortod by these rclsr- 
tionii and promises, descends the hill with Michael ; wakens Evo, 
who nil this while had slept, but with fentle dreams composeil 
to nuietnMs of mind and submissicm. Michael in either hand 
Icous them out of Paradise, the fier^ sword warhie behind tkemi 
and the Cherubim taking tneir stations to guard uie place. 



is one who in his journey bates at noon, 

Though bent on speed ; so here the Archangel paused 

ietwixt the world destroy'd and world restored, 

f Adam aught perhaps might interpose ; 

Phen, with transition sweet, new speech resumes : d 

Thui thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
Vnd Man, as iVom a second stock, proceed, 
iluch thou hast yet to see ; but I perceive 
thy mortal sight to fail ; objects divine 
Must needs impair and weary human sense : 10 

flonceforth what is to come I will relate ; 
riiou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This second source of Men, while yet but few, 
\nd while the dread of judgment past remains 
cTresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 15 

(Yith some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace ; 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Com, wine^ and oil ; and, from the Vv«t4 Qt ^otife^^ 
•">/> mcrWcing bullock, Iamb, ot kid, ^ 



With lugB wine-offeringi poured, ind fi&cred f^tut, 
Shall ipend thoir days in joy unblamed ; and dwit£ 
Long time in peace, by families and tribes^ 
Under paternal rule : till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitibUB hebrt ; who, nflt content 
With fair equality, fraternal stats, 
Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and law of nature from the earth ; 
Hunting (and men not blasts shall be his game) 
With war and hostile mare such as refuse 
Subjection to his empire tyrannpus : 
A mighty hunter thenoe he fehall be styled 
Before the Lord ; as in despite of Heaven, 
Or from Heaven claiming second sovereignty ; 
And from rebellion shall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom like oimbition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannizo. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall .find 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurgo 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell ; 
Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to Heavei 
And ge\ themselves a name ; lest, far dispersed 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost ; 
Regardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding sooUi 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct Heaven-towers ; and in derision setis 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 
Quite out their native language ; and, instead, 
To sow a jangling noise of words unknown ; 
Forthwitli a hideous gabble rises loud. 
Among the builders *, ^;i.c\\Vq O^aet ^^lls 
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As u)'ock\i tbey stonn : great langhter ii^us in HeaToo, 
And looking down, to bgo the hubbub Btrange, 60 

And hear the din : thus was the building left 
Bldiculous, and the work Confusion named. 

Whereto thus Adam, fhtherly displeased : 
O execrable son ! so to aspire 

Above his brethren ; to himself assuming Go 

Authority usurped, from God not given : 
Ha gave us only over beast, lish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
lie' made not lord ; such title to himself 70 

Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on Man ; to God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance : wretched man ! what food 
Win he convoy up thither, to sustain 75 

Himself and his rash army ; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And fiunish him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael : Justly thou abhorr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 80 

Such trouble brought, afiecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which ahvays with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 85 
Reason in man obscured or not oboy'd, 
Immediately inordinate desires 
And upstart passions catch the government 
From reason ; and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Therefore, since he permits 00 
Within himself unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God, in judgment just, 
Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 
Who oft as undeservedly enthral 
Jlis outward freedom : tyranny mM«.\,^^ *, ^«> 

Tbnifgh txtih^ fvnint thereby tvo o"xeu^^ 
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Tet 10100111068 nations, will decline lo low- 

From yirtue, which a reason, th«t no wroa^ 

But justice and some &tal curse annez'd. 

Deprives them of their outward liberty ; Iff 

Their inward lost : witness the irreverent son - 

Of him who built the ark ', who, for the shamo 

Done to his father, heard this heavy oursoy 

Servant of seriMuUSf on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, 1(K 

Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at last} 

Wearied with their iniquitifis, withdraw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes *, resolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways ; UQ 

And one peculiar nation to select 

From all the rest, of whom to be invoked^ 

A nation from one faithful man to spring : 

Him on this side Euphrates yet residing. 

Bred up in idol-worship : O, that men US 

(Const thou believe ?) should be so stupid grown> 

While yet the patriarch lived who scaped the fiood^ 

As to forsake tlio living God, and fall 

To worship their own work in wood &nd stone 

For Gods ! Yet him God the Most High vouchsafes 

To call by vision, from his father's house, )SSi 

His kindred, and false Gods, into a land 

Which he will show him ; and from him will raise 

A mighty nation ; and upon him shower 

His benediction so that in his seed 1^ 

All nations shall bo bloss'd : he siraiglit obeys ; 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes : 

I see him, but thou canst not, with what faith 

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil, 

Ur of Chaldca, passing now tho ford 13C 

To Haran ; ailcr him a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude ; 

j^ot wandering pooi,\i\x\.\.\\v&tvn^ all his wealth 

With God, w\>Ac.?LVV^\u>tv/\ivv\M^ii,>iTi!C^^^ 
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Us uov attains ; I see his tentd 136 

ibout Sechom, and the neighboaring plain 
h ; there by promise he receives 
is progeny of all that land, 
imath northward to the Desert south 
by their names I call, thon yet unnamed ;) 
srmon east to the great western Sea ; 141 
lermon, yonder sea ; each place behold 
$ct, as I point them ; on the shore 
armel ; here, the donble-founted stream, 
rue limit eastward ; but his sons 1^ 

ell to Senir, that long ridge of hills, 
der, that all nations of the earth 
!iis seed be blessed : by that seed 

thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 

)ent*8 head; whereof to thee anon 150 

shall be rcveal'd. This patriarch blesf*d, 

lithfal Abraham due time shall call, 

id of his son a grandchild, leaves ; 

i in faith, in ^nsdom, and renown : 

idchild, with twelve sons increased, departs 

naan, to a land hereafter call'd 156 

ividcd by the river Nile ; 

*e it flows, disgorging at seven months 

sea : to sojourn in that land 

8, invited by a younger son 160 

if dearth ; a son, whose worthy deeds 

n to be the second in that realm 

x>h : there he dies, and leaves his race 

into a nation, and now grown 
d to a sequent king, who seeks 165 

:hcir overgrowth, as inmate guests 
Eirous ; whence of guests he makes them slaves 
.bly, and kills their infant males : 
wo brothren f those two brethren call'd 
td Aarcn) sent from God to claim 170 

le from cnthralmcnl, lYve^ Ttt\A\txv, ^ . 
rr and spoil, back, to IVvcXt ^TOTCv\ft«^\^'^^- 
'2\ ^ 
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Bat fint, the lawlen tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regard. 
Must be compell'd by signs and judgments dire ; 17! 
To blood ushed the rivers must be tum'd ; 
Frogs, lice, and flies must all his palace fill 
With loathed intrusion, and fill all the land ; 
His cattle must of rot and murrain die ; 
Botches and blains must all his flesh emboss, ISd 

And all his people ; thunder mix'd with hail, 
Hail mix'd with fire, must rend the Egyptian sky, 
And wheel on the earth, deyouring whore it rolls ; 
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down lit 

Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ; 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds, 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 
Last, with one midnight stroke, all the first-born 
Of Egypt must lio dead. Thus with ten wounds IOC 
The river-dragon tamed at length submits 
To let his Bojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles Iiis stubborn heart ; but still, as ice 
More harden'd after thaw ; till, in his rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismiss'd, the sea 19^ 

Swallows him with his host ; but them lets pass, 
As on dry land, between two crystal walls ; 
Awed by the rod of Moses so to stand 
Divided, till his rescued gain their shore : 
Such wondrous power God to his saint will lend, #200 
Though present in his Angel; who shall go 
Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire ; 
By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire ; - 
To guide them in their journey, and remove 
Behind tliem, while the obdurate king pursues : 2QZ 
All night he will pursue ; but his approach 
Darkness defends between till morning watch ; 
Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 
Crod looking forth wiU lro\x\A© t^\\\v\?^Vq^\.^ SMK 

wind <;ni20 iheir Qh,wloVvJ\v^«^»•. ^N>aft^\w wjbssbb^ 



PAUAPlSfi LOST. m^ 

MojBfts once more his potent rod extends 
Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys ; 
On their embattled ranks the waves return, 
And overwhehn their war : the race elect 
Safe toward9 Canaan from the shore advance 215 

Throogh the wild Desert, not the readiest way ; 
XiMt, entering on the Canaanite alarm'd. 
War terrify them inexpert, and fear 
Return them back to £gypt, choosing rather 
IngloriouB life with servitude ; for life '^0 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 
Untrain'd in arms, where rashness leads not on. 
This also shall they gain by thoir delay 
In the wide wilderness ; there they shall found 
Their government,- and their great senate choose 22u 
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd : 
God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 
8hall tremble, he descending, will himself 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets* sound, 
Ordain tliem laws ; part, such as appertain 23(f 

To civil justice ; part, religious rites 
Qf sacrifice ; informing them, by tjrpes 
And shadows, of that destined Seed to bruise 
The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 
Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 23o 
To mortal ear is dreadful : tlicy beseech 
That Moses might report to them his will, 
And terror cease ; ho grants wiiat they besought, 
liMtructed that to God is no access 
Without Mediator, whose higli office now S4D 

Moecs in figure bears ; to introduce 
One greater, of whose day he shall foretel. 
And all the Prophets in their age the times 
Of great Messiali tihall sing. Thus, laws and rites 
Establish'd, such delight hath God in men 245 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 
Among them to set up his tabemacVe *, 
TAe HoJj One with mortal men to A^«A\v 



By Ills prcseript a sanctuary is fmiA^ 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold; therdift ml 

An ark, and in the ark his testimony | 

The records of Iiis covenant ; over thote 

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 

< ii two bright Chcrubun ; before him burn 

Stiven 1-jTnps as in a zodiac representing 2SS 

I'-ic heavenly fires ; over the tent a cloud 

t^hall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night ; 

t^avo when they journey, and at length they comfif 

Conducted by his Angcl, to the land 

Proiniscd to Abraham and his seed : — tlie rest 90 

Were long to toll ; how many battles fought ; 

How many kings destroy 'd ; and kingdoms won ; 

Or hov/ the sun shall in mid Heaven stand still 

A day entire, and night's due course adjoum» 

Man's voice commanding, Sim, in Glboon staody Si! 

And thou, moon, in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Israel overcome ! so call the tliird 

From Abraham, eon of Isaac ; and from him 

}Iis whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win. 

Hero Adam interposed : O send from Heaven, SH 
Enlightener of my darkness, gracious tilings 
Thou hast rcveal'd ; those chiefly which conceru 
Just Abraham and his seed ; now first I find 
r^lino eyes true-opening, and my heart much cased ; 
I'ircwhile perplex'd with thoughts, what would becoin 
Of mo and all mankind : but now I sec 27 

His day, in whom all nationk shall be bkss'd ;. 
Favour unmerited by mo, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet 1 apprehend not, why to those 2c 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on eartli 
i^o many and so various laws are given ; 
So many laws argue so many sins 
Among them *, liow can Godi m\\\ vvsAb. reside ? 

To whom thus MichaeV •. "Do>3Jo\. Tia\.\wX >ia«X ioL^ 
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arefore was law given them, to eviucA 
Atural prtYity, by itirring up 
inst law to figbt : that when they m^ 
n difoover nii, but not remove, y^ 

T thoee ehadowy expiations weak, 
kmI of bulls and g«Mits, they may condade 
lood more precious must be paid for Bftajgi ; 
' unjust ; that in such righteousness 
71 by faith imputed, they may find ftf^ 

ation towards God, and peace 
science ; which the law by ceremonies 
appease ; nor Man the mortal part 
1 ; and, not performing, cannot live, 
appears imperfect ; and but given 900 

urpoM to resign them, in full time, 
I better covenant ; disciplined 
hadowy types to truth ; from flesh to HfkHf 
mposition of strict laws to free 
ance of large grace ; from servile fear 309 
1 ; works of law to works of faith, 
erefore shall not Moses, though of Crod 
beloved, being but the minister 
, his people into Canaan lead ; 
ihua, whom the Gentiles Jesus cp,ll, HjlO 

ne and office bearing, who shall quell 
Iversary Serpent, and bring back 
rh the world's wilderness long-wander'd Man 
eternal Paradise of rest, 
hile they, in their earthly Canaan placed, 315 
imo shall dwell and prosper ; but when sine 
il interrupt their public peace, 
ing God to raise them enemies *, 
vhom as oft he saves them penitent 
ges first, then under kiilgs ; of whom 3S0 

cond, both for piety renown'd 
lissant deeds, a promise shall receive 
:able, that his regal throne 
9r ^cll •jadare ; th« \S^ fAaSk my 
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All Propliacy, that of the royal stock 909 

OF UjLS^id (so I name tins king) shall rii^ 

A Sun, the Woman's seed to thee foret<>ldlf 

Forotold to Abraham, ae in whom sbaU imfeJT 

^11 nations ; and to kingd foretold of Idng^ 

The last ; for of his reign shall be no end. 40 

Sut first, a long succession must ensue ; 

And his ncict son, for wealth and wisdom famed>' 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

Wandering, shall in a glorious temple enshrine. 

i^ucli follow him, as shall be registered • tiBS 

Part good, part bad ; of bad the longer seroH ; 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 

Ile^'d to the popular sum, will so incense 

God, as to leave thorn, and expose their land| 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, ^ 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thou 8aw*st 

Tioft in confusion ; Babylon thence calPd. 

There in captivity lie lets them dwell 

M'lie space of seventy years ; then brings them back, 

liemcnibering mercy, and his covenant sworn 34$ 

To David, stablish'd us the days of HeaveQ. 

Jicturn'd from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God disposed, the house of Gtid 

They first reedify ; and for awhile SJ^ 

In mean estate live modvat^ till, grown 

In wealth and multitudo, factious they grow ; 

liut first among the pric^tB dissension springs, 

3Ion who attend the altar', and should most 

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings $33 

Upon the temple itsolf : at last they seize 

Tlie sceptre, and regard not David's sons ; 

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 

Anointed King Messioli might be bom 

Uarr'd of his rigYil v^^^ ^^ his birth a star, 3fi) 

7/nscen before in Heaveiv, ^TOt\Bixt»V\xsL^tflfift ;, 

And gnide^lU^ ^aa\.en^^^w,^\»>\t^vt^ 
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ffis pladie, to ofidr incense, myrrh, and gold : 

fils place of birth a tblemn Angel tells 

To aimple shepherde, keeping watch by night ; oii"' 

They gladly thither haste, and by a choir 

Of squadron'd Ax^els hear his carc4 Buiig. 

A yirgin hb mother, but his sire 

The powei of the Most High : He sliall asctud 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 'i'^ 

With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the IleavcuK. 

He ceased, discerning Adam wiili sucli joy 
Borcharged, as had like grief been dew'd in tears , 
"Without the Tent of words ; which th jsc ho breathed . 

O prophet of glad Udtngs, fiui;i!icr 1^1 .'• 

Of utmost hope ! now clear I under^land 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searcli'd in vain : 
Why oar great Expectation should be cali'd 
The seed of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail, 
High in the love of Heaven ; yet from my loiiis o&O 
Thou shall proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High : so God with Man unites ! 
Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when V.yl: 
Their fight, what stroke sliall bruise the victor's heel. 

To whom tlius Michael : Dream not of .their ilght, 
Am of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not tlierefore joins tlio Son 
Manhood to Godhead, lyitli more strength to foil 
Thy enemy; nor so is overcome oU^. 

Satan, whose fall from Heaven, a deadlier bruieo, 
Disabled, not to givo tlice tliy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy r\aviGur, sliall recurc, 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy scccl : nor can this be, 005 

But by fulfdling that which thou didfit want, 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 
On penalty of dcatli, and suilcring death ; 
Tho penalty to tliy transgression due, 
And ihio to tlwirs whf.-.h or.t tif tUlnw v;"J^ s*ff>\x % ^^^ 



916 PARADISE LOVt. i. tu 

8b tnlj can' high Justice reft appaid. 
The law of God exact ho shall fhlfil 

_ • 

Both by obedience and by love, though Ipvo 

Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 

}ie shall endure, by coming in the flesh . 405 

To a reproachful life and cursed death ^ 

Proclaiming life to all who shall belioTe , 

In his redemption ; and that his obedience, 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 

To save them, not their own, though legal, works. 410 

For this he shall lire hated, be blasphemed. 

Seized on by force, judged, and to death condaiiin*d 

A shameful and accursed, naiVd to the cross 

By his own nation ; slain for bringing life : 

But to the cross he nails thy enemies, 415 

The law that is against thee, and the sins 

Of all mankind, with him there crucified, 

Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 

In this his satisfaction ; so he dies. 

But soon revives : Death over him no power 429 

Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning light 

Peturn, the stars of mom shall see him rise 

Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light, 

Thy ransom paid, which Man from death redeems ; 

liis death for Man, as many as OfiTer'd life > 4S5 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works : this godlike act 

Annuls thy doom, tlie death thou shouldst have died, 

In sin for ever lost from life ; this act 

Sliall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength, 430 

Defeating Sin and Death, his two moin arms ; 

And fix far deeper in his head t]^ir stings 

Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel. 

Or theirs whom he redeems ; a death, like sleep, 

A gentle waiting to immortal life. 432 

Nor after resurrection shall ho stay 

IdOnger on earth than ceiVoAti WraR* \a ^^^^vt 

To f^B dijiciples, men. v?\v) *\w\\\^\\^'a 
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foUow'd biiD 1 In tljaiD slia.ll lcs?o iocIiaigD 
each tU ItaiiOBa vliat or him Ciey ksin'd 4 
hia BAlvalioB 1 tiiBm irlio shall believe 
.iziDg in tlie protlumt stieniii, the sign 
rashing tlieni from guilt bC sin to life 
L) and in ii^fi- prepared, ii" so befol, 
dsath, like llutt viA^ tbo Rodcemsr died '. 
latiouB iJie; dull teacli ; for, from \hal ditj* 
only to tiie sons of Abrabatu't loiiw 
ition sbalt be preach'd, hut to llis eniia 
LhrBhain'e liulli wherever (brough the worlil : 
1 bia iKitd all BClicois ahall be blegs'd. A 

1 la tjte Heftven of Hoavcna he sliall osi^cnd 
I rictoiy, triui^hing llirougli tlio aii 
: his foefl uid thine ; there shiil] aarpriw 
Seipent, pilnoe of ui, and draa in chains 
ingh lil iuM realm, snd tiiere coiifoiinded loavc ; 
1 entat into g\otj, and casiuae 45A 

teat at God's right hand, eEoJted hi^ 
re aL sttues in Heaven ; and Ihenoe shall ci 
<n tills ^ild't diMoIution eliall bo ripe, 
I glory ftBd power to judge both quick and dead ; 
iidge the unfaithful dead, but to lewiud V 

jiitkfali esd leBeive Uiem into bliss, 
tber in Eaaron or Earth ; for then the Eutli 
t all be Paradisa, far hapjiier place 
1 this of Eden, and far happier daj.e, 41 

I qpake llie Aichangel Michael ; then paused, 
t the noild's great period ; and out sin, 
Bte vith joy and wonder, thiia replied : 
GoodiMN infimte, Goodncsa immenso ! 
, all this good of btU diall prodacc, 4\ 

eril turn t« good ; more wonderful 
1 that which by ctoatiuii first brought forth 
it oat of darknus '■ Full of dodbt I slaod, 
ther 1 slioutd repsnt me now nf mn 
Wdon e and oooauon'd ; or rejoice t 
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To God moro glory, more good-will to Men 
From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But Bay, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 
Must reascend, what will betide the few 480' 

His faithful, left among the unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth ?" Who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? Wi]i[lthe7 not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt? 

Be sure they will, said the Angel ; but from HeafBD 
lie to his own a Comforter will send, 486 I 

The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; a]7d the law of faith, 
Working tlu'ough love, upon their hearts shall write, ■' 
To guide tliem in all truth ; and also arm ' 490 J 

With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts; 
What man can do against them, not afraid, 
Though to the death ; against such cruelties ^ 

With inward consolations recompensed, 495 | 

And oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors : for the Spirit, 
Pour'd first on his Apostles, whom he sends 
^ To evangelize the nations,* then "on all 
Baptized, shall them with wondrous gifts endue 600 
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Heaven : at length 
Their ministry perform'd, and race well run, 505 

Their doctrine and their story written left, 
They die ; but in their room, as they forewarn, 
Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves, 
Whoiall the sacred mysteries of Heaven 
To their own vile advantoxres shall turn 510 

C>f lucre and ambition ; and the truth 
With superstitions and traditions taint. 
Left only in tlioso wtvU^siidl x<iCQt^^^\\x^, 
Though not but by t\vtt ^vvtW. \mj\^^^\.wi^. 
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)y sliall seek to arail themselves of names, 
ad titles, and irith these to join 516 

)ower ; though feigning still to act 
ual, to themselves appropriating 
it of Grod, promised alike and given 
Uevers ; ttad, from that pretence^ 520 

laws by carnal' jibwer shall force 
r conscience ; laws wliich none shall find 
n inroird, or what the Spirit within 
the heart engrave. What will they then 
) the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind 525 

3rt Liberty ? What, but unbuild 
g temples, built by faith to stand, 
'n faith, not another's ? For, on earth, 
Inst faith and conscience can be heard 
? yet many will presume : 630 

heavy persecution shall arise 
rho in the worship persevere 
and truth ; the rest, far greater part, 
m in outward rites and specious fonUB 
satisfied ; truth shall retire „ 535 

with slanderous darts, and works of faith 
e found : so shfll the world go on, 
malignant, to bad men benign ; 
)r own weight groaning ; till the day 
if respiration to the just, 540 

^eance to the wicked/ at return 
10 lately promised to thy aid, 
man's Seed ; obscurely then foretold, 
y\ei known thy Saviour and thy Lord ; 
the clouds, from Heaven to be rcveal'd 545 
of the Father, to dissolve 
th his perverted world ; t)icn raise 
3 conflagrant mass, purged and refined, 
avens, new Earth, ages of endless date, 
. in righteousness, and peace, and love ; 550 
; forth fruits, joy and eternal b\W. 
led; and thus Adam last le^Aied 
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How ibon hath thy prediction, Seer bleia'd^ 
Measured tliis transient world, the race of tiflw, 
Till time stand fiz'd ! Beyond is all abyw, 64 

Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instmcted I shall hence depart > 
Ch^atly in peace of thought; and haw my fill 
Of knowledge, what this TeimA can contain ; 
Beyond which waa my folly to aspire. £69 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is beat. 
And lore with fear the only Ood ; to walk 
As in his prnoence ; ever to observe 
His providence *, and on him sole depellfl. 
Merciful over all his works, witk good W 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things &emA*d "weak 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wisft 
By simply meek : that suffering fot trtfth*8 dliko 
Is fortitude to highest victory, fiSf 

And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bless'd. 

To whom thus also the Angel last replied r 
This having learn'd, thou hast attain'd the sum S33 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the crtafB 
Thou knew'st by name, and all the ethereal poweifi 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 
Or works of God in Heaven, air, earth, or sea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dst, Sf 

And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add fidth. 
Add virtue, patience, temperance ; add love. 
By name to come call'd. charity, the soul 
Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 
A Paradise within thee, happier far. — 
litt us descend now iVvexofote from this top 

Of speculation *, fot l\ie\vwtt Y*^^^ 

Sxact^s our paitinglafinR.^ *, wA««^\ ^^ >s»s^ "W 
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icamp'd on yondor hill, expect 

lion ; at whose front a flaming 8word> 

of remo<re, waves fiercely round : 

no longer stay : go, waken Eve } 

I- with gentle dreams have calm*d 595 

tg good, and all her spirits composed 

submission : thou, at season fit, 

<rith thee partake what thou hast heard ', 

hat may concern her faith to know, 

t deliverance by her seed to come i300 

be Woman's seed) on all mankind : 

nay live, which will be many days, 

ne faith unanimous, though sad, 

se, for evils past ; yet much more cheered 

litation on the happy end. 005 

.ed, and they both descend the hill ; 

d, Adam to the bower, where Eve 

»ing, ran before ; but found her waked > 

with words not sad she him received : 
e thou return'st, and whither went'st, I know; 
is also in sleep ; and dreams advise, Oil 

) hath sent propitious, some great good 
r, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
I fell asleep : but now lead on ; 
QO delay ; witli thee to go, G15 

here ; without thee here to stay 

lence unwilling ; thoa to mo j 

ings under Heaven, all places thou, 
my wilful crime art banish'd hence. \ 

her consolation yet secure 620 

once ', though all by me is lost, i, 

3ur I unworthy am vouchsafed, 
.e Promised Seed shall all restore. 
ko our mother Eve , and Adam heard 
ised, but answered not : for now too nigh 625 
langol stood ; and, from tlie other hill 
fiz'd station, all in bright aiia^ 
"ubim descended ; on tho giouud 
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Gliding meteoroiis, as erening miit 

Rifen from a rtrer o'er the mariah gUdetf, iH 

And gathers groond ftst at the labonretVi htiH 

Homeward feturoing. High in fitntt adraaeetf , " 

The brandidi'd sword of Ood before them biand*, 

f*ierce as a comet ; which with tonid heat 

And vapour, as the Libyan air adnat, Ct 

Began to parch that temperate clime ; Hrholreat 

In either hand the hasteiiing Angel caught 

Onr lingering parents, and to the eastern gate 

Led them direct, and down the cHffii firrt 

To the mibf 6cted plain ; thoa disappeaivd* 6f 

They, looking back, all the eastern i^ ImImM 
Of Paradise, so late their happy seat, 
Waved over by that flaming brand ; the^gate 
With dreadful faces throng'd, and fiery arms : 
Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wiped tlMitl MNtt 
The world was all before them, where to dlioMB JM 
Their place of rest, and Providence their gaide : 
They, hand in hand, with wandering steps and fll^ 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 



TBS END. 
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^^^^ This book Bhonlil ho relirrd^^^P 
n^^^^k Library on ur before (he laat dUtt 

^^^^V A [InD t>{ five Atttits b ilaj; is incrnrred 

^^^T rolaitiinfi i( boyond the speoiliod 

I Please rcliLm pcomptly. 




